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will assist high school students 
in post-secondary and career 
decisions.

A total of $49.9 million 
is budgeted towards the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Within the amount fund-
ed toward the Department of 
Agriculture, $724,781 of in-
creased funds for personal 
services to reflect Food Safety 
Inspector salary adjustments 
and $336,134 was allocated to 
fill eight vacancies. 

An additional $100,000 
is provided for marketing funds 
for the Georgia Grown pro-
gram. 

The FY ‘15 budget also 
allocates $35 million to com-
plete the state’s portion of the 
$652 million Savannah Harbor 
project.

The next step in the leg-
islative process is to transfer all 
passed bills to the Gov. Nathan 
Deal’s desk for his review.  

By law, once the bill is 
transferred to the governor, he 
may sign the bill into law or 
veto the bill.  

During the legislative 
session, he has six days to de-
liberate the bill, after session, he 
is given 40 days from Sine Die 
to consider action on all passed 
legislation.  

If the General Assembly 
does not agree with the veto, 
they may override the decision 

with a 2/3 vote and the measure 
will then become a law.  

If no action is taken with 
the bill, then it automatically 
becomes a law after the 40-day 
time period.  

The following bills are 
just a few of the major bills 
passed through the Senate 
and House on their way to the 
Governor’s desk: 

HB 697 establishes the 
Zell Miller Grant and defines 
additional opportunities for 
taxpayer contributions to-
wards educational assistance 
nonprofits.

HB 251 regulates alter-
native nicotine products and 
vapor products for minors.

HB 60 will allow places 
of worship to specifically opt-
in or state that worshippers can 
carry in the sanctuary or on 
church grounds. Licensed carry 
holders who violate a church’s 
gun carry policy will be subject 
to a $100 fine. Individuals 
without Georgia gun carry li-
censes may be subject to a fine 
and misdemeanor charge.  Ad-
ditionally, permit license hold-
ers may legally carry firearms 
in bars unless otherwise stated 
by the property owner.

HB 773 creates excep-
tions to discharging a gun or 
pistol near a public highway 
or street for certain places 
and persons engaged in legal 

hunting.
HB 914 requires the De-

partment of Human Services 
(“DHS”) and child protection 
agencies to acknowledge the 
receipt of a report made by a 
school employee of suspected 
child abuse and disclose to cer-
tain school personnel whether 
the suspected child abuse was 
confirmed by an investigation.

As always, I remain your 
faithful public advocate for 
Northeast Georgia. While the 
session is over, my door remains 
open to hear your concerns for 
our community.  

If I can be of any as-
sistance, please feel free to 
reach out to my office at (404) 
463-5257 or by e-mail at john.
wilkinson@senate.ga.gov.  

Sen. John Wilkinson , 
(R-Toccoa) serves as the Chair-
man of the Agriculture and 
Consumer Affairs Committee, 
Vice-Chairman of the Educa-
tion and Youth Committee, and 
as a member of the Appropria-
tions Committee.  He represents 
the 50th Senate District which 
includes Towns, Banks, Frank-
lin, Habersham, Rabun, and 
Stephens counties and portions 
of Hall and Jackson counties. 
He can be reached by phone at 
(404) 463-5257 or by e-mail at 
john.wikinson@senate.ga.gov.  

Of course, Parramore 
wasn’t able to do it alone. 

She said that LaRanda 
Mauldin was instrumental in 
making the dinner a reality, as 
well as all the sponsors who 
donated. 

She also gave a special 
mention to Girl Scout troop 
11501, which made all the 
centerpieces.

Parramore and the oth-
ers who put in the time and 
effort to throw this dinner are 
working to fight cancer through 
fellowship, celebration, and 
community. 

“All we want to do is 
grow it, because this is a time 
to honor the caregivers and 
survivors for their fight with 
cancer, because they fought 
the ultimate battle,” she said. 
“Through the American Cancer 
Society, we fight the battle with 
them and try to help.

“We are so proud to cel-
ebrate all your birthdays, and 
it’s on our agenda to keep on 
celebrating, so we’re going to 
have events coming up,” Par-
ramore told the dinner guests. 

Next on the agenda is a 
Relay for Life bass tournament 
on May 10, at the Georgia 
Mountain Fairgrounds’ boat 
ramp, and a relay scheduled 
for May 14th at Towns County 
Schools.

Relay for Life is in full 
swing as fundraising efforts are 
in go mode for 2014.

The American Cancer 
Society needs your help. Nu-
merous persons have been 
impacted by cancer in Towns 

County. 
The Towns County Re-

lay for Life efforts wants to 
raise money to fight back 
against a disease that has al-
ready taken so much.

The effort is calling 
out businesses, civic groups, 
churches and individuals to 
form teams to raise money for 
Relay for Life. 

Contact Telida at telida.
lovell@brmemc.com to regis-
ter your teams.

newed every four years, and 
Mathis said it was as compre-
hensive as the first. 

The information in the 
packet for this plan reviews the 
disasters that Towns County 
has faced, which include winter 
storms and tornadoes. 

Although Towns has been 
rather fortunate in that area, 
Mathis said that the county is 
still susceptible to danger. 

“Today’s the first day of 
spring, and we are approaching 
that danger situation,” he said. 

The plan identifies the 
most dangerous threats, from 
tornadoes to wildfires, and ad-
dresses the ways in which the 
county can mitigate the damage 
posed by these threats.

“We have the knowledge 
in place and the people in 
place,” Mathis said. “The last 
winter storm was an exercise to 
see how our system functioned. 
It functioned very efficiently, 
like a well-oiled machine.”

Commissioner Kendall 
adopted that one, too.

Mathis also wanted to say 
that with the SPLOST money, 
Towns County EMS has been 
able to equip their ambulances 
and Emergency Services with 
new lifesaving devices. 

This includes the LU-

CAS device, a mechanical CPR 
machine that provides effective 
and reliable CPR when manual 
CPR may be dangerous or 
unreliable. 

Thanks to these ma-
chines, Mathis said Towns has 
experienced a much higher 
resuscitation rate.

SPLOST has also helped 
the Towns County libraries, 
which are currently undergoing 
renovation. 

Mountain Regional Li-
brary Director Donna Howell 
said that the renovation is going 

smoothly and that everyone 
involved is excited about the 
progress.

“That local Towns Coun-
ty SPLOST money of $200,000 
has netted us $900,000 for 
each project,” she said. “So 
$1.8 million has come back 
to Towns County because of 
that SPLOST money that you 
allocated for the library.”

Thanks to SPLOST, the 
start of the year is certainly 
looking brighter, more literate, 
and altogether safer for Towns 
County.

   

Sports Ministry, and that was 
eventually one of the decid-
ing factors in her decision to 
choose Liberty University.

“The Christian atmo-
sphere at Liberty is what 
swayed me,” she said. “I re-
ally like all of the involvement 
that I’m going to have with my 
specific major, and being able 
to play soccer there just tops 
it all off.”

As for adjusting to the 
college game, Robinson ad-
mits that she has a lot of room 
to improve. When she gets to 
the Big South Conference, she 
will no longer be the strongest 
and fastest player on the field, 

but she is prepared to up her 
game.

“I think there will be a 
huge difference in the level of 
physicality, especially in the 
women’s game, because in 
high school, no one is quite as 
big and strong and physical, 
and that’s going to be the big-
gest challenge,” she said.

With her senior season 
at Towns County ongoing, 
she has a good feeling and has 
found new ways to improve 
her game. And when it came to 
offering her soon-to-be former 
teammates or any young player 
for advice on the recruiting 
process, she said you must ask 

yourself one simple question.
“I feel confident about 

my senior year because I 
played on a great club team 
this fall and it was a tremen-
dous privilege to do that,” 
she said. 

“I see aspects of my 
game improving that have 
been in a bit of a stand still for 
the past three years,” she said. 
“Everyone has always told me 
to make sure the school you 
choose is one that you would 
be happy going to even if you 
were red-shirted your first 
year. And to me, that’s what 
stood out about Liberty.”

Staff writer Todd Forrest 
contributed to this report

Robinson...from Page 1A

these amputees.  
Their  effor ts  ra ised 

$48,500, which helped purchase 
three adaptive vehicles.

As a by-product of their 
hike, Gobin realized that the time 
spent out in nature, in the com-
pany of others who had experi-
enced the same kind of stresses, 
provided a therapeutic effect 
in relieving the post-traumatic 
stress of combat.  

The following year, Gobin 
organized a “Walk Off The War” 
hike of the Appalachian Trail for 
14 veterans who had returned 
from deployment.  

This hike was so success-

ful that he has expanded the 
program for 2014 to include 
the Pacific Crest Trail on the 
West Coast and the Continental 
Divide Trail that traverses the 
Rocky Mountains.

Since Hiawassee is locat-
ed near the Southern Terminus 
of the AT, Towns County  has 
become the first stop for the 
Warrior Hikers. Local veterans’ 
organizations, with the help of 
Towns County Sole Commis-
sioner Bill Kendall, provided 
transportation to and from the 
Trail, and lodging, where hikers 
could take showers, do laun-
dry, and sleep in warm beds.  

In addition, dinner at Daniel’s 
Steakhouse was provided, where 
hikers had an opportunity to chat 
and enjoy fellowship with local 
veterans.

Looking beyond 2014, 
Gobin has some other trails in 
the works. Currently, he is look-
ing into a biking trail that runs 
across the country, and a kayak-
ing trip down the Mississippi, 
specifically crafted for severely 
wounded warriors.

 Anyone interested in 
more information, or in contrib-
uting to this effort can check out 
warriorhike.com.  
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Library Director Donna Howell 
revealed that she had nominated 
Commissioner Kendall for the 
Friends of Georgia Libraries 
“Best Friend” Award.

“The qualifications are 
that the nominee has substan-
tially contributed to the devel-
opment of a library or libraries 
in the state, and I certainly felt 
that Mr. Kendall qualified,” 
Howell said. 

Without Kendall know-
ing, Howell wrote to Kathy Ash, 
the Friends of Georgia Libraries 
president, to nominate him.

“Mr. Kendall is involved, 
caring, and committed to pro-
viding excellent services to 
Towns County,” the letter read. 
“He understands the value of 
libraries and backs up his be-
lief with concrete support and 
personal advocacy. He is truly 
the ‘Best Friend’ Towns County 

Award...from Page 1A
Libraries and Friends of the 
Libraries of Towns County 
could ask for.”

Commissioner Kendall 
has for some time now support-
ed the Towns County Libraries 
financially through SPLOST 
and county funding. 

Further, he gives his 
personal support, serving as 
an “ex officio” member of the 
county and regional library 
board, where he attends meet-
ings regularly. 

He has participated in 
planning meetings for the cur-
rent Towns County Library 
construction project and en-
sures that “the Library always 
has a place at the table” in 
Towns County. 

He  was  awarded  a 
Lifetime Membership of the 
Friends of Georgia Libraries 
two years ago.

After Howell’s nomina-
tion, Commissioner Kendall 
won the Best Friend Award by 
unanimous vote. 

“Your unwavering com-
mitment to, and critical support 
for, Towns County’s public 
libraries is a shining example 
of an understanding of the 
value of libraries to our Georgia 
communities,” President Ash 
wrote him. 

“When everybody can 
work together, you see what we 
can do,” Commissioner Kendall 
said. “The SPLOST that people 
passed has really helped this 
county, and nothing can help 
people more than a library.”

Kendall is scheduled to 
accept the award on April 25th 
at the Athens-Clarke County 
Library in Athens.

This week, I am repre-
senting the Chestatee Chat-
tahoochee RC&D Council 
and our Towns County Fire 
Adapted Communities (FAC) 
project at the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs 
(IAFC), Wildland Urban In-
terface (WUI) conference in 
Reno, NV. 

Our highly successful 
FAC program has attracted na-
tional attention from the agen-
cies and organizations that 
promote and fund the FAC 
concept and they asked me to 
present our program at their 
WUI conference and the inter-
national audience was very in-
terested in what we are doing 
here in Northeast Georgia to 
educate our citizens about the 
threats of wildfire. The open-
ing session of the conference 
featured our Public Service 
Announcement that the IAFC 
filmed here in Towns County 
back in December.  The fact is 
that we can no longer assume 
that a wildfire won’t happen 
here in our backyard… the 
tragic fire in Yarnell, AZ last 
year that killed the 19 Hotshot 
Firefighters was the first wild-
fire in that community in 45 
years.  

Homes near natural ar-
eas, the wildland/urban in-
terface (WUI), are beautiful 
places to live. These pristine 
environments add to the qual-
ity of life of residents and are 
valued by community leaders 
seeking to develop new areas 
of opportunity and local tax 
revenue, but these areas are 
not without risk. Fires are a 
part of the natural ecology, 
living adjacent to the wilder-
ness means living with a con-
stant threat of fires. 

Fire, by nature, is an un-
predThe concept of fire-adapt-
ed communities (FACs) holds 
that, with proper community-
wide preparation, human pop-
ulations and infrastructure can 

Riley talks IAFC and Fire Adapted Communities
withstand the devastating ef-
fects of a wildland fire, reduc-
ing loss of life and property. 
This goal depends on strong 
and collaborative partner-
ships between agencies and 
the public at the State, Fed-
eral, and local levels, with 
each accepting responsibility 
for their part.

The “2005 Quadrennial 
Fire and Fuel Review” pro-
moted a strategy of fostering 
FACs rather than escalating 
protection of communities at 
risk in the WUI. It highlight-
ed that the ultimate objective 
is to enable communities to 
create their own fire-safe en-
vironment, lessening the need 
for Federal protection, which 
will free up Federal dollars 
for ecological restoration and 
reducing risk to residents and 
firefighters alike. 

The subsequent “Qua-
drennial Fire Review 2009” 
took the concept further, ex-
plaining that implementation 
should include strategies for 
increasing knowledge and 
commitment that will build a 
sense of responsibility among 
landowners, homeowners, 
the insurance industry, fire 
districts, local governments, 
and other key players in WUI 
communities for wildland fire 
prevention and mitigation. 

Supported by an in-
tegrated fuels management 
portfolio, these strategies 
include building community 
defensible space and fuel re-
duction zones, and recalibrat-
ing public expectations in the 
FAC area. Yet, the concept is 
not just illustrated in defensi-
ble space techniques and pre-
paredness. It seeks to explain 
how a community can coex-
ist with wildland fire and, 
ultimately, reduce large fire 
threats and eliminate the need 
for a large and expensive fire-
suppression response. This is 
achieved through the under-

standing of the role of fire on 
the traditional environment 
that a community is now lo-
cated in and the subsequent 
impacts of land development 
and introductions of nonindig-
enous vegetation.

The commonly held 
definition of FAC states that: 
A FAC is a community of 
informed and prepared citi-
zens collaboratively taking 
action to safely coexist with 
wildland fire threat. A FAC 
has, or is striving to achieve, 
the following characteristics: 
It exists within or adjacent 
to a fire-adapted ecosystem. 
Adequate local fire suppres-
sion capacity is available to 
meet most community pro-
tection needs. Structures and 
landscaping are designed, 
constructed, retrofitted, and 
maintained in a manner that is 
ignition resistant.  Local codes 
(building, planning, zoning, 
and fire prevention codes) that 
require ignition resistant home 
design and building materials 
are adopted and enforced. Fuel 
treatments are properly spaced 
and sequenced, and are main-
tained across the landscape.  A 
community wildland fire pro-
tection plan is developed and 
implemented. The commu-
nity has a defined geographic 
boundary. 

For more information 
on FAC, IAFC, and RC&D 
contact Frank Riley, Execu-
tive Director, Chestatee/Chat-
tahoochee RC&D Council at: 
frank.ccrcd@gmail.com.                       

On Saturday, April 5 
from 9 to 10 a.m., attend a 
free Hemlock Help Clinic 
presented by Save Georgia’s 
Hemlocks for information on 
the invasive insect that is kill-
ing our hemlock trees in north 
Georgia (including Towns 
County) and what can be done 
to save them.  

Hemlocks are vital to the 
health of our forests and wa-
terways, the economic vitality 
of local recreation and tourism 
industries, and the beauty and 
value of both private property 

and the area in general.  Please 
come and learn about the easy 
and inexpensive steps you can 
take to protect them.

Then, individuals want-
ing complete how-to instruc-
tion and volunteer training 
are invited to stay for the free 
Facilitator Training Workshop 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

This class will provide 
in-depth information about 
the trees, the bugs, assessing 
infestations, cultural controls, 
chemical treatments, biologi-
cal controls, cost and safety, 

Hemlock Help Available Clinic at YHC
assisting property owners, 
working on public lands, and 
more.  

Registration and Clinic 
attendance are required for 
the Facilitator Workshop.  

The classes will be held 
in Room 109 of the Goolsby 
classroom building on the 
campus of Young Harris Col-
lege. For more information or 
to register for the Facilitator 
Workshop, call 706-429-8010 
or e-mail donna@savegeor-
giashemlocks.org. T(Mar26,J1)SH

The Towns County Edu-
cators would like to say “Thank 
You” to the following business-
es who bought an ad for the 
Georgia Retired Educators web 
site and will also be published 
in a Newsletter that will be sent 
to 26,000 members throughout 
the state. 

The following business-
es will have spotlight ads list-

ed: Aspen Health and Home; 
Synergy Health; Hiawassee 
Animal Hospital; Blue Ridge 
Mountain EMC; Young Har-
ris College; Carmelita Haney; 
Mountain Realty, Brenda Nel-
son Jackson, Mountain Realty 
and Young Harris Pharmacy.

Fifty percent of the mon-
ey for the ads goes to TCRE 
Scholarship fund. 

Towns County Retired Educators say ‘thank you’
A TCRE Scholarship 

is presented to an education 
major each spring. He or she 
must be enrolled in a cred-
ited college and have declared 
education as their major. On 
behalf of the student who re-
ceives the scholarship and the 
TCRE members your help is 
much appreciated. T(Mar26,J1)SH

Commissioner Kendall signs the Debris Management Plan resolution. 
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Door prizes were abundant at Thursday’s Survivor Celebration. 
Photo/Lowell Nicholson


