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GUEST COLUMNS
From time to time, people in 
the community have a grand 
slant on an issue that would 
make a great guest editorial. 
Those who feel they have an 
issue of great importance 
should call our editor and 
talk with him about  the 
idea. Others have a strong 
opinion after reading one of 
the many columns that ap-
pear throughout the paper. 
If so, please write. Please 
remember that publication 
of submitted editorials is not 
guaranteed.

LETTERS TO THE ED-
ITOR SHOULD BE E-
MAILED OR MAILED 
TO: Towns County Herald, 
Letter to the Editor, PO Box 
365, Hiawassee, GA 30546. 
Our email address: tcher-
ald@windstream.net. Let-
ters should be limited to 200 
words or less, signed, dated 
and include a phone number 
for verification purposes. 
This paper reserves the right 
to edit letters to conform 
with Editorial page policy or 
refuse to print letters deemed 
pointless, potentially defama-
tory or in poor taste. Letters 
should address issues of gen-
eral interest, such as politics, 
the community, environment, 
school issues, etc.
Letters opposing the views of 
previous comments are wel-
comed; however, letters can-
not be directed at, nor name 
or ridicule previous writers. 
Letters that recognize good 
deeds of others will be con-
sidered for publication.* 
Note: All letters must be signed, 
and contain the first and last 
name and phone number for 
verification.
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The Veterans’ Corner

By
Scott Drummond,
USCG Veteran

I haven’t seen the movie, 
“Fifty Shades of Grey;” I want 
you to know that. I don’t plan 
to; I want you to know that, too. 
I recommend that you not see it 
either. If your teen wants to see it I 
urge you to do whatever it takes to 
talk him/her out of it. In my view, 
nobody should see it, especially a 
teen. It’s not that I’m a prude; it’s 
that I’m a granddad and I happen 
to love teens. If I thought the teens 
in my life were going to go sit in 
a dark room for 125 minutes and 
listen to someone lie to them in 
the most persuasive terms possible 
about the most important beliefs 
they hold, I would pitch a fit. I 
don’t rankle easily, but I’ve read 
enough reviews of the film and 
seen enough of the trailer that I 
am in flat-out rankle mode.

I want to be specific. The 
film was released on Valentine’s 
Day weekend as though it were 
a love story. It isn’t. It is the 
fabricated tale of a very sick man 
and a very sick woman, neither of 
whom has the faintest idea of what 
love is or how to nurture it. Love 
doesn’t even have a walk-on part 
in this travesty. One reviewer said, 
“[this movie is] about a narcissis-
tic man’s controlling and violent 
sexual desires and his sense of 
entitlement to use and abuse a 
vulnerable young woman’s body 
and mind as tools for his own 
gratification.” How’s that for the 
description of a great courtship 
run-up to a joyous marriage? Our 
culture wants us to think that’s 
normal; it isn’t. Love is gentle. 
Love gives, it does not take. Love 
is patient and never demanding. 
Love is never abusive; never. 
This is poorly written, violent 
pornography. 

But here’s what happens, 
and I understand you have to watch 
for it because it’s subtle. The jerk 
in the story (aka the “star,” Chris-
tian Grey), is cast as a ridiculously 
handsome billionaire, complete 
with fast cars, a penthouse office, 
jets, helicopters, gliders, and all 
the money he could ever spend. 
This glitz is the ambience inserted 
by the producer to help distract 
you from the pain Christian is 
causing. Clever marketing but a 
loathsome template. If you aren’t 
careful you are inclined to forget 
that this is an emotionally stunted 
stud who uses stalking, manipu-
lation, abuse, control, assault, 
intimidation, shame, breaking and 
entering, and rape to accomplish 
his selfish, hedonistic fantasies. 
You want your kids to feast on that 
garbage? Me, either.

Oh, it’s popular, I know. 
Author E L James sold 100 mil-
lion copies of the book before 
the movie even opened, making 
her the highest-earning author in 
history. Opening weekend grossed 
$248 million. It’s on track to sell a 
half billion dollars in tickets. The 
Damson Dene hotel in the UK 
has removed the Gideon Bibles 
from its night stands and replaced 

them with copies of Fifty Shades 
of Grey. The book is available in 
52 languages. But remember that 
the marketers aren’t interested in 
your character or your kids’. 

Let me make some obser-
vations and then I want to offer 
some good news. 

1. The film encourages 
violence against women. Profes-
sor Amy Bonomi, chair of Michi-
gan State University Department 
of Family Studies observes, “…
Emotional and sexual abuse is 
pervasive in the novel, appearing 
in almost every interaction be-
tween the main characters.”  One 
out of every five adult women in 
America report having been sexu-
ally abused. And now we have a 
new blueprint for young adults 
who have reason to believe it’s ok, 
which also includes an attractive 
$40,000,000 (production cost) 
template for how to make it hap-
pen.

2. According to those who 
keep these kinds of statistics, 68% 
of those who have seen the movie 
are women. America’s teen girls 
don’t need any more coaching 
on how to envision themselves 
as subservient to men who do not 
have their best interest at heart. 
The original work from which 
the screen play was adapted in 
2010 was titled, “Master Of the 
Universe,” which describes the 
mindset of the male lead. 

3. There will no doubt be 
more like it. Culture drives enter-
tainment and given the disintegra-
tion of America’s moral fiber, we 
can hunch there will be others 
who will seek to capitalize on the 
fact that sex sells. But make no 
mistake, the message of the film 
will enter your mind and make you 
less than you are and make your 
future less than it could be.   

Some good news:
1. The appearance of this 

kind of global anomaly is a great 
opportunity to talk to our kids 
about the real thing. The reaction 
to the movie will be on a lot of 
people’s lips, and here is the oc-
casion for those of us who care 
to help our kids understand our 
values.

2. Here is a chance to help 
our kids learn to distinguish be-
tween genuine emotional intimacy 
and a cheap substitute. Any form 
of erotica dehumanizes the partici-
pants and limits that which is in-
tended for our supreme happiness 
to something merely physical.

And while we’re on that 
subject, there is lots of sex in the 
film outside of marriage. Sorry, 
but one without the other is a 
foolproof recipe for disappoint-
ment. This is a grand opportunity 
to do some parental teaching. Like 
about right and wrong. Like about 
respect. About love. About purity. 
About a willingness to stand alone. 
As parents we look for teachable 
moments. This is one.

Send your parenting ques-
tions to: DrDon@RareKids.net.

Committed to 
Service/Jim Hoyt     
Jim Hoyt, American 

Legion Post 23 Commander, 
Hiawassee, born Arlington, VT 
1 July 1931 is truly committed 
to serving America.  His next 
door neighbor, Norman Rock-
well and his world famous all 
American renditions often seen 
in the old Saturday Evening 
Post, may have contributed 
to Jim’s good nature.  Jerry 
Rockwell, Norman’s son was 
one of Jim’s friends growing 
up.  Rockwell gave Jim and 
his pals Cokes from his in-
house Coke machine during 
summers and on weekends.   
Jim’s mom, Rose and baby 
brother Gene are reflected in 
some of Rockwell’s images.    
After HS 1949, Jim attended 
Vermont School of Agriculture 
and acquired a one year degree 
in animal husbandry.                 

After Ag school, Jim 
enlisted in the Air Force in 
January 1951 stating that he 
never considered not serving 
America. All seven of Jim’s 
brothers served, three USAF; 
one USN; three USA infan-
try. Jim had no desire to be a 
ground pounder so he enlisted 
Air Force. To quote Jim it has 
always been “duty, honor, 
country”, and he has lived it his 
entire life.   He attended basic 
aviation school and qualified 
basic A and E, then chose jet 
engine schooling.  He always 
wanted and volunteered for 
Flight Line and was transferred 
to Lackland AFB and assigned 
to the new B-45 flight line crew, 
as a requisite to be assigned to 
Schulthorde, England, a con-
verted WW2 RAF Base as part 
of the new B-45 deployment 
for patrols over Russia.  Jim 
served until December 1954 
and was honorably discharged 
from Camp Kilmer, NJ, then 

returned to Vermont.                
Working his way through 

University of Vermont, with 
employment at Pratt and Whit-
ney Aircraft, he earned his BA 
degree in June 1960. Working 
for John Deere soon became 
Jim’s career and passion.   As 
such he was assigned to offices 
in Pennsylvania; Syracuse; 
Hamilton, Ontario; Minneapo-
lis; Montana; South Dakota; 
and Wyoming, just to mention 
a snippet of  career travels.  
Sales, Sales management, 
Advertising, tractor demon-
strations, future programs and 
introduction of JD products all 
over Canada and our Northern 
USA were all part of Jim’s 
successes with America’s Fa-
vorite Tractor, John Deere. Jim 
retired June 1, 1986.      

Having been an Ameri-
can Legion member since 1957 
and maintaining Legion activ-
ity in each and every locale he 
lived during his JD career,  it 
stands to reason that when he 
moved to Hiawassee, GA in 
2005 that when the position 
of Post Commander became 
available in 2009,  he would 
take over. An outstanding 
job he has done here too! He 
will celebrate his 59th year 
as Legionnaire July 1st. He 
and his sweet wife, Brenda,  
life member of the VFW and 
American Legion continue 
their dedication to all veterans 
with their community work 
at our post, and within our 
mountain and North Georgia 
regional areas, always willing 
to do whatever needs to be 
done. Any activity, anytime 
in our wonderful mountain 
communities you may find 
Jim and Brenda volunteering 
their time for all manner of 
veteran’s affairs, including the 
VFW Thrift Store.  

Semper Paratus

Letter to the Editor:
In response to the recent Letter to the Editor with respect to 

climate change reveals the typical sort of fear mongering among 
global warming cultists.   He makes the claim that “97% of experts 
in climate science say that climate change is real.”   This is actually 
a quote from Secretary of State John Kerry who last year warned 
graduating students at Boston College about the “crippling conse-
quences” of climate change.  The “97 percent” figure comes from the 
Zimmerman/Doran survey which represents the views of only 79 of 
the 3,146 who responded to the survey.  Thus, there is no basis for the 
claim that 97% of scientists believe that man-made climate change is 
a dangerous problem. The debate over global warming has been go-
ing on long enough that we’ve had time to see whether some of the 
predictions people made about it have panned out in the real world. 
For example, Al Gore predicted all the Arctic ice would be gone by 
2013.  Meanwhile, Arctic ice is up 50% since 2012 and the South 
Pole is thicker and wider than it’s been in 35 years. There are tens of 
thousands of well-educated, mainstream scientists who do not agree 
that global warming is occurring at all and people who share their 
opinion are taking a position grounded in science.  These scientists 
question the accuracy of climate projections, argue that global warming 
is primarily caused by natural processes, argue that the cause of global 
warming is unknown, or that global warming will have few negative 
consequences. If the climate predictions about global warming aren’t 
even close to being correct, wouldn’t it be more scientific to reject hasty 
action based on faulty data so that we can further study the issue and 
find out what’s really going on?

Tim Groza

RARE KIDS;

By Don Jacobsen
WELL DONE

Community Calendar
American Legion Post 23 meets 
1st Tuesday of each month at 4 PM 
at VFW Post 7807, Sunnyside Rd., 
Hiawassee. Call 706-896-8387 for 
details. We need your support!
VFW Fish Fry April - October on 
2nd & 4th Fridays each month from 
4:30  - 7. $10 per plate.
Towns County Water Board Meet-
ing 3rd  Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m. in the TC Water Office 
Building.
Mountain Community Seniors 
meet the second Thursday of each 
month at the Senior Center in Hia-
wassee at 1 p.m.  
Towns County Republican Party 
meets at 6:30 PM the 4th Thursday 
of each month at the new Senior 
Center. For more info call 706-
994-3919. 
Democratic Party of Towns County 
meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 5 PM at the new Senior 
Center.
Towns  County Planning Commis-
sion is held the 2nd Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the Courthouse.
Towns County  Commissioners 
meeting is the 3rd Thursday at 5:30 
p.m. in the courthouse.
School Board Meeting, 2nd Mon-
day each  month at 7 p.m.  in the 
auditorium.
Hiawassee City Council 1st Tuesday 
of  month  4 p.m., at City Hall.
Young Harris City Council,  1st 
Tuesday of month at 7 p.m., Young  
Harris City Hall.
The Unicoy Masonic Lodge #259 
meets on the 2nd Monday of the 
month at 7:30 p.m.
Stephens Lodge #414 F & AM 
meets the 1st Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 PM in Young Harris. 
Sat. morning breakfast 2nd Sat. of 
each month from 8 - 10:30 AM. $6 
adults, $3 12 & under. 
Towns County Board of Elections 
holds its monthly meetings on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month at 
4 p.m. at the Elections Office (Old 
Rock Jail).
Towns County Historical Society 
meets the 2nd Monday of each 
month at the old Rec Center in Hia-
wassee at 5:30 p.m. 706-896-1060, 
www.townshistory.org  

Bridge Players intermediate level 
meets at 12:30 p.m. on Mondays & 
Fridays at the Towns County Rec 
Center. 
Mountain Regional Arts and Crafts 
Guild, Inc (MRACG) meets the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at Daniel’s 
Steakhouse, Hiawassee. The Board 
meets at 4 p.m., and the Guild at 6. 
Call us 706-896-0932.
Mountain Computer User Group 
meets the 2nd Monday of each 
month. Meetings start at 6 p.m. and 
visitors are welcome. Details can be 
found at www.mcug.org.
Chattahoochee-Nantahala Chap-
ter, Trout Unlimited  meets 2nd 
Thursday of each month at Cadence 
Bank in Blairsville. 5 p.m. Fly Tying 
- 7 p.m. General Meeting. Everyone 
welcome. www.ngatu692.com.
Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA) meets the 3rd 
Monday of each month at various area 
restaurants. For information call John 
at 706-896-2430 or visit www.moaa.
org/chapter/blueridgemountains.
Alcoholics Anonymous: 24 hour 
phone line 828-837-4440. 
Mothers of Preschoolers meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 
First Baptist Church of Blairsville 
from 6 - 8 p.m. Call the church at 
706-745-2469.
Chatuge Regional Hospital Aux-
iliary on the 3rd Monday of each 
month, except the months of July, 
October and December, in the hos-
pital cafeteria at 1:30 p.m.
Mountain Magic Table Tennis Club  
meets 3 p.m. Thursdays at Pine Log 
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall 
in Brasstown. Ping Pong players 
welcome. Call Jerry (828) 837-7658.
The Humane Society Mountain 
Shelter Board of Directors meets 
the last Thursday of every month 
at 5:30 p.m. at Cadence Bank in 
Blairsville. 
The Towns County Alzheimer’s 
Support Group meets the first Tues-
day of each month at 1:30 PM in the 
Family Life Center of McConnell 
Memorial Baptist Church. For more 
info call Carol at 706-896-6407.
The Appalachian Shrine Club 
meets the 2nd Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 PM at the Allegheny 

Lodge in Blairsville. For more info 
call William 706-994-6177. 
GMREC Garden Tours every 
Monday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Shooting Creek Basket Weavers 
meets the 2nd Wednesday of every 
month at 10 a.m. at the Shooting 
Creek Fire Hall Community Center. 
For more info www.shootingcreek-
basketweavers.com.
Friendship Community Club 
meets the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 6 PM at Clubhouse, 1625 
Hwy. 76, 706-896-3637.
Goldwing Road Riders meets the 3rd 
Saturday of each month at Daniel’s 
Steakhouse in Hiawassee. We eat at 
11 and meeting begins at 12.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meets 
every Wednesday evening at 7 PM 
at the Red Cross building on Jack 
Dayton Circle.
Caregiver support group meets 2nd 
Tuesday of each month, 3 p.m. at 
Brasstown Manor, located at 108 
Church St., Hiawassee. Call 706-
896-4285 for more info.
Enchanted Valley Square Dance 
Club. Dances 2nd & 4th Fridays at 
Towns Co. Rec. Ctr. from 7-9 PM. 
$5/person to dance. Free to watch. 
Brasstown Woodturners Guild 
meets 1st Saturday of month at 
9:30 AM in HHS shop. For more 
info call J. C. at 706-896-5711.
Mountain Amateur Radio Club 
(MARC) meets 6:30 PM the 1st 
Monday of month at 1298 Jack 
Dayton Cir. (next to EMS), Hia-
wassee. For info call Al 706-896-
9614 after 6 PM.
The Board of the Towns County 
Chamber of Commerce meet the 
second Monday of every month at 
8 a.m. at the  Chamber office, 1411 
Jack Dayton Circle, Young Harris.
The Quilting Bee at McConnell Me-
morial Baptist Church in Family Life 
Center, Room 216. 1st & 3rd Wednes-
day of each month from 10 AM - 3 
PM.  Bring a sack lunch.  For more in-
formation call Kathy at 706-835-6721 
or Marilyn at 706-897-4367.
Mountain Coin Club meets the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. at 
the North Georgia Tech campus in 
Blairsville. Guests are welcome. 
For more info, call 706-379-1488.

House District 8 State 
Rep. Stephen Allison (R-
Blairsville) voted no in re-
gards to the Transportation 
Funding Act of 2015.

Rep. Allison heard the 
voices from his constitu-
ency. To be honest, Rep. Al-
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Dear Editor,
Union County and the surrounding coun-

ties have had a rough two weeks weatherwise. 
Hopefully this will be the last of the snow un-
til next winter. That being said, I would like to 
take the time to send out a big thank you to the 
Union County Road Crew and GDOT for all the 
round the clock work they have done, keeping 
on top of the situation, keeping our roads pass-
able and safe for those who had to get out; to the 
men at BRMEMC for all the hard work they do 
throughout the year keeping trees trimmed back 
from the power lines so when we have weather 
like this the power remains on, we had very little 
power outage during this round unlike some of 
the counties over the mountain, and for being 
on top of things when someone lost power. And 
to Lamar Paris for going above the call of duty, 
traveling treacherous roads keeping us informed 
on those road conditions. To law enforcement 
and rescue personal who were there ready to res-
cue, even those who made foolish choices. They 
all put their life on the line for the citizens of 
Union County and those not from here.

We are truly blessed to live in a wonder-
ful county. God’s country. Last but not least the 
citizens of this great county who stepped up and 
stepped in when someone was in need, whether 
it was baby formula for a mother who couldn’t 
get out and her baby was in need or to taking 
firewood to the elderly and checking on them. I 
am so proud to be a citizen of and live in Union 
County!
Sincerely,
Paulette Dyer

The cheese stands alone. Even after the 
mouse took the cheese, the cat took the mouse, 
the dog took the cat, the cow took the dog, the 
nurse took the cow, the child took the nurse, the 
wife took the child and the farmer in the dell 
took the wife. Heigh 
ho the derry-o, the 
cheese does stand 
alone.

I love cheese. 
Hard cheese. Soft 
cheese. Aged cheese. 
Blue veined cheese. 
Cheesecake. On my salad, over my broccoli, 
melted on my burger, smothered on a bagel, 
oozing off my slice of pizza or grated over my 
bowl of soup, I always want cheese.

Nobody knows for sure when and where 
cheese making originated. We do know that it is 
mentioned in Greek mythology. And drawings 
of cheese have been found in Egyptian tombs 
dating back over 4000 years. Regardless of the 
origins of cheese, it is clear by the time of Julius 
Caesar, literally hundreds of varieties of cheeses 
were being produced and traded across the Ro-
man Empire and beyond.

The factors that determine the taste and 
texture of the cheese are almost as variable as 
the types of cheeses. The most general of these 
is the region that the cheese originated and their 
processing styles. Textures and flavors depend 
on the origin of the milk (including the animal’s 
diet), whether they have been pasteurized, the 
butterfat content, the bacteria and mold, the pro-
cessing, and aging.

If you thought that only sheep, goats and 
cows were milked for cheese, you would be 
sadly uninformed. In the Philippines, they use 
the milk of the Carabao or Buffalo. This is not to 
be confused with milk used from the Water Buf-
falo and the Bison. These make other cheeses 
in other lands. If you find that you cannot eat 
cheese because you are lactose intolerant, there 
is a cheese produced in West Africa made of 
Camel milk that is very low in lactose. Yaks are 
milked to produce cheese in the Himalayan re-
gion of Nepal. Moose milk is the base of a popu-
lar cheese made in Sweden. 

Even Rudolf the red nosed Reindeer 
has family that is milked as the base to make 
Leipäjuusto, a Finnish cheese also known as 

I have a doctor friend that once explained to me that the hu-
man body is not designed to handle worry and stress.  He cited an 
assortment of diseases of the heart, stomach, and skin that can be 
the body’s warning signs.  Yet we worry.  

I recently took an informal poll 
of friends at church and strangers in 
a store, and I found the usual laundry 
list of things that burden our minds.  
We worry about health, finances, and 
relationships in the past, present, or 
future.  We worry about things near 
(driver’s license) and far (global poli-
tics and economics).

The Bible has much to say about the world as we experi-
ence it, and worry is no exception.  The Biblical word for worry is 
literally a ‘divided mind.’  Max Lucado writes, “Anxiety splits our 
energy between today’s priorities and tomorrow’s problems.  Part 
of our mind is on the now; the rest is on the not yet, the result is 
half-minded living.”

So to that end, I offer five ways to become ‘whole-minded.’  
Jesus said it much better as recorded in Matthew 6, and I urge you 
to read it for yourself.  

1. Understand what life is.  It is more than human needs.  
Embrace difficulty as an opportunity to persevere and succeed.  
Our character and convictions are forged in the fires of trials, 
which make us who we are.  

2. Realize your value.  You are made in the image of God, 
and are an expression of his loving, creative touch.  Even if you 
don’t think He exists, He loves and values you.  Surely, then, you 
do not walk alone.

3. Stop controlling.  Yeah, everybody knows a control freak, 
but this is not about them, but you!  Worry does not add to your life 
or solve problems, but it certainly takes something out of you and 
makes things worse.  Some things are simply beyond your means 
to control, so in the lyrics of that Frozen movie, ‘Let it go’! 

4. Live in today. Each day has enough cares of its own.  
There are too many things that can change by tomorrow whether 
you worried about it or not.   Do what’s in your means to do now.

5.  Trust God.  Worry and trust are awkward companions.  

So President Obama vetoed the Keystone 
Pipeline. Evidently he thinks transporting crude 
oil in tanker trucks or railroad cars is safer than 
it is to send it through an underground pipeline.  
Did he not read about the train carrying crude 
oil that derailed in West Virginia just recently 
displacing residents, contaminating the water 
supply, destroying one home, causing personal 
injury, and filling the air with volumes and vol-
umes of acrid toxic smoke and fumes?

I wonder what that did to our “carbon 
footprint.”
Carol McKechnie

Dear Editor, 

•
A good read

Congratulations and thanks to Ms. Malo-
ney for her letter (NGN February 25, 2015). I 
agree with Ms. Maloney that the Obama admin-
istration is dedicated to improving lives, wher-
ever possible. I find it hard to believe that any-
one is critical of that goal. Of equal importance I 
appreciate that Ms. Maloney’s letter was framed 
and written from a positive point of view. It was 
pleasant to read. It beats all the negative com-
plaints I often see in the letters to the editor.  Per-
haps others will emulate Ms. Maloney.  
Thank you,
Bill Cunningham

Dear Editor, 

•
A closer look

With the weather wreaking havoc as of 
late, and forcing the school systems to have to 
close down, my thoughts too are concerning 
of what they are going to do to make up those 
days.

My first opinion is to eliminate the Spring 
Holidays and use those instead. We never had 
such days back when I was in school and they 
could certainly benefit the make up days to where 
the kids will still have a scheduled release on 
time for their Summer vacation. Another option 
and thought is to do like they did as well back in 
my day and go half a day on Saturdays. There is 
no reason why they couldn’t or shouldn’t.

We use to sit and watch Saturday morning 
cartoons and a bit of American Bandstand before 
going home for the rest of the day. This made up 
for lost days and we still got out in plenty of 
time for the Summer and even so, back then we 
had three full months of summer too. Not the 
two and a half as is nowadays. 

Much could be done and accomplished on 
all of this if common sense was used instead of 
just going by instinct. Use the Spring Holidays 
and go half a day on Saturdays. It is no different 
now than it was way back then when we had to 
do so.
Thank you,
Mrs. D. Barnes

President Obama recently vetoed the 
Keystone XL pipeline bill passed by the Koch 
Brothers’ sponsored Republican Congress. 
Many people were misled by the supposed lure 
of jobs and didn’t understand the true implica-
tions of this legislation. This pipeline would 
have transported Alberta, Canada tar sands to 
the Gulf coast to be shipped to China and else-
where. This oil is strip mined not pumped and 
involves the clearing of thousands of acres of 
forest and then cooking the sands to extract the 
very toxic thick oil. In order to force it through 
the pipeline various solvents, also toxic, must be 

My Pawpaw Adams’ sister Lula married a 
man by the name of Early James. The last time I 
can remember Early must have been prior to 1970. 
He was tall and lanky and wore a pair of overalls. 
His fingers were stained due to his always hold-
ing a filter-less Lucky Strike cigarette. Even as a 
young boy I thought 
he was ancient. I 
cannot remember a 
kid who did not like 
Uncle Early. When 
we went to his house 
we sat on the steps of 
his large front porch 
and listened as he regaled us with stories from 
his youth. 

Some of his stories were about baseball. 
Uncle Early was a fine pitcher in his younger 
days. Other stories were about his family. Uncle 
Early was born prior to 1900 and his father was 
born sometime around the end of the Civil War. 
We were told that the elder James was a first 
cousin to the outlaws, Frank and Jesse James. As 
Uncle Early told it the James Gang came to North 
Alabama in their heyday and robbed a train near 
Spruce Pine, AL. 

There was a very high trestle about half-
way between Phil Campbell and Spruce Pine that 
crossed a very deep hollow. At one time this was 
the highest trestle in Alabama. I am not sure if the 
trestle is still there however, my mother walked 
across the trestle as a little girl. Anyway the James 
Gang robbed the train and supposedly buried the 
loot at the bottom of the deep hollow close to the 
train trestle. People have looked for this buried 
treasure for years with no results. This was one of 
the stories told to me by Uncle Early.  

When I was about 12, Papa Cummings 
purchased a 60-acre tract of land from a fellow 
with the last name of James. I have always loved 
that particular piece of land. As a boy we squir-
rel hunted and coon hunted the property. There 
is a deep hollow with 100-foot high bluffs on the 
land and during my teenaged years TVA built a 
fine lake on the property. Our family has referred 
to this piece of property as the James Place ever 
since my grandfather purchased it. I was fortu-
nate enough to purchase a portion of this land 
from my grandfather a few years ago. 

Right after Papa purchased the land I met 
the wife of this James fellow. She looked ancient 
as every other person I knew with the last name 
of James. I didn’t know her exact age, but, she 
looked older than even Uncle Early. She must 
have been born prior to 1900. Anyway, back 
about 1935 Mr. James had purchased some tim-
ber and he needed a little cash from his bank ac-
count. So, Mrs. James made a trip to the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank in Phil Campbell.

 The Bank president was walking 
through the lobby and met Mrs. James as she 
walked into the bank. Now, you need to know 
the President, Obadiah Allman knew Mr. James, 
but, he’d never met Mrs. James. So, he asked the 
lady if he could be of service. Mrs. James smiled 

Winter is here in full force! Our mountains 
have been covered snow and the temperatures 
have been lower than we’ve seen in a long time.  
Facebook is covered in posts of people dream-
ing of warmer weather, but I’m here to give 
you a few good reasons not to give up 
on winter just yet.  
There is plenty to do 
in Blairsville-Union 
C o u n t y  d u r i n g 
these cold, snowy 
months.  Being ac-
tive outdoors is a 
great way to enjoy 
the mountains in a whole new way. Not only is it 
less crowded, but there are no bugs or obscured 
views.   Here are a few ideas to keep you active 
during our winter months:

• Winter Hiking – Use caution and bundle 
up, but on a nice winter day, you’ll see mountain 
views and distances that you could never see 
when all the leaves are on the trees.

• Winter Camping – Build a bonfire, roast 
some marshmallows, and enjoy a hot cup of co-
coa, even if it’s in your own backyard.

• Winter Picnic by Helton Creek Falls – 
Take blankets, sandwiches, and hot soup in a 
thermos.

• Photo Expedition – Snow, ice, and the 
crispness that comes with freezing temperatures 
can add a new dimension to your photos.  

Are outside activities not really your 
speed? No worries. Union County offers several 
options during the winter season for fun and en-

Cell Tower (Telecommunications) Ordinance
Q. When did the county adopt the Cell Phone Tower or-

dinance?
A. The cell tower ordinance was adopted soon after I took 

office (2001) in response to a large 
cell tower that was installed adjacent 
to Georgia 515. While we understood 
completely the need for cell towers, 
we wanted to be able to minimize any 
impact on the environment and the 
scenic beauty of the county while still 
providing adequate coverage.

Q. Did the county copy an ordinance from other counties?
A. No, because most counties at the time did not have any 

ordinances for cell towers. It was still a fairly new technology for 
our area. Knowing we did not have the expertise to do this on our 
own,  I asked several people to form a committee made up of those 
with experience in telecommunications, electronics and comput-
ers. Together an excellent ordinance was adopted that allowed for 
the growth of cell towers, but also provided some protections for 
those whose property was adjacent to the tower. 

Q. Are there any exemptions to the provisions set out in 
the ordinance for cell towers?

A. Yes, the following are exempt from the ordinance provi-
sions:

• Any tower and antenna which is owned and operated by an 
amateur radio operator licensed by the Federal Communications 
Commission.

• Any civil air patrol base stations.
• Any telecommunications facilities used for public purpos-

es and located on property owned, leased or otherwise controlled 
by the county or any other governmental entity, provided, a license 
or lease authorizing the telecommunications facility has been ap-
proved by the Commissioner.

Q. Are there requirements as to the type of cell tower 
allowed?

A. The preferred tower configuration for the county is a 
non-guyed monopole tower. Towers must be less than 200 feet in 
height, including any antennae or attachments, and shall not re-
quire lighting. Towers must be capable of supporting multiple an-

Thank you for sponsoring the 2015 
Union County Pig Jig. Thanks to your gener-
ous support this show was made possible. I 
enjoy attending this show every year and ap-
preciate your efforts to support us showmen.
Thanks,
Kinsey Youngblood, White County 4-H

For one whole month, Fannin County’s 
three weekly newspapers gave prominent 
front-page coverage to an incident involving a 
Walmart “greeter” who evidently was making 
a practice of greeting customers with a “Have 
a blessed day.” When a customer complained 
(presumably because of the religious connota-
tion implied) a Walmart official asked him to 
cease and desist. But, what should have re-
mained a simple employee-employer matter of 
contention, suddenly became a cause celebre. 
How it escalated to such a degree in such a 
short time was never addressed in any of the 

Dear Editor, 

•

See Ramsey, page 5A

A blessed day?

I think I can safely speak for many, we’re tired of frozen pre-
cipitation. I’ve seen my share of snowmen, snow sculptures and 
frozen roads. When it takes seven tries to get out of your driveway 
and up a hill to get to a cleared road, 
enough is enough.

Bring on spring, bring on the 
Braves, and bring on the Farmers Mar-
ket. And, I’m anxious to spring forward 
with the time change on Sunday.

I remember as a young boy pray-
ing for snow. I loved to sled and we 
usually got several opportunities to do 
that in my youth. Those days are long gone, as is my youth.

As for the most recent round of inclement weather, I’m sure 
it impacted local businesses. When people are paralyzed by the 
weather, businesses suffer because the ability to come and go as 
we please is halted. 

During these weather events, people are urged to stay off 
the roads to allow emergency vehicles to travel, to allow salt 
trucks to do what they do best and to avoid potentially dangerous 
accidents. Those are wise instructions to stay off the roads. 

Speaking of roads, our County Road Department and the 
Georgia Department of Transportation did a supreme job on our 
local roads, and the main highways. Our firefighters, Search and 
Rescue, and Sheriff’s Office also did a magnificent job. 

Two hikers were rescued, and a man trying to get snow pho-
tos was rescued from Lake Winfield Scott in Suches.

Snow sometimes makes people braver than they should be. 
I know people love to hike, and enjoy outdoor excursions, but, 
they need to rely on common sense. Mother Nature can be cruel 
and the elements that come with that weather can be brutal.

Since the start of the year, our Search and Rescue team has 
rescued nine hikers exposed to the elements. We can be thankful 
that we have such a dedicated crew of public servants that make a 
huge difference in peoples’ lives.

Search and Rescue, our firefighters, and our Sheriff’s Of-
fice work well in tandem to make each situation a successful mis-
sion.

These folks go through long hours of training each year, 
and it’s events like we’ve experienced recently that they put that 
training to use.

We are appreciative of their valiant efforts, 
and we hope that they don’t have to put that train-
ing to use anymore in 2015.

We wish for no more snow, and we wish to 
be able to visit our favorite businesses for the rest 
of 2015. Hopefully, spring is almost here.

Transportation Tax goes to
State Senate

lison has heard several ways to address the funding shortage 
for the Georgia Department of Transportation.

We’ve heard those same ideas and we’re none too 
pleased with any of them. 

The bottom line is that GDOT has lost credibility with 
the general populace. What Rep. Jay Roberts and the others 
who sponsored this legislation don’t realize is that taxpayers 
have been funding transportation in Georgia forever.

And now, those 123 House lawmakers that passed 
this legislation last week are telling Georgians that the 
state is digging a deeper well to mine for dollars to pay for 
transportation projects.

Over the years, we’ve never heard of an accounting 
of how transportation dollars have been spent. Beginning 
in 2006, we began to hear rumblings that the transporta-
tion well had run dry and long-range projects would not 
be completed.

We’ve been subjected to a toll bridge on Georgia 
400, one that finally is gone. If we travel to Metro, we’re 
subjected to HOV lanes that charge based on the traffic 
count, and now, we have the Transportation Funding Act 
of 2015.

Basically, if this most recent legislation passes the 
State Senate, we’ll be force-fed a tax that this group of 
legislators say is not a tax. That is, if Gov. Nathan Deal 
signs this legislation into law.

We applaud Rep. Allison for voting no on this piece of 
legislation. He truly represented his House District, which 
includes Union and Towns counties.

We understand that there needs to be a definitive 
way to fund transportation costs. However, we believe that 
methodology should include improving roads, bridges and 
other transportation needs in Northeast Georgia, not just 
Metro Atlanta.

The legislation defines transportation as roads, 
bridges, public transit, rails, airports, buses, seaports, and 
all accompanying infrastructure and services necessary to 
provide access to these transportation facilities, including 
general obligation debt, revenue debt, and other multiyear 
obligations issued to finance such purposes.

Honestly, we don’t have public transit, rail, or seaports 
in the mountains. We know this legislation is geared toward 
the Metro and Port of Savannah. 

That’s why we don’t support it. It’s time to stand up 
for the Mountain counties in Northeast Georgia. Thank you, 
State Rep. Stephen Allison.

Editor,
Towns Co.

Herald


