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UGA Coach Mark Richt
to speak at First Baptist Church

The Glenda Gooch 
house is pleased to announce 
Coach Mark Richt of the 
University of Georgia Bull-
dogs, also known for his “in-
spirational speaking” will be 
at the First Baptist Church in 
Blairsville, February 18, 2011. 
Parents can check their child/
children out at 11:30 a.m. Stu-
dent tickets will be $10, adult 
tickets will be $20. A parent(s) 
or responsible adult must es-
cort the child/children to  and 
from the event. No nursery 
will be provided, only children 
5 years and up.

Tickets will go on sale 
Wednesday, December 1st 
for $20 at United Community 
Bank locations. This event 
will make a great stocking 
stuffer, Christmas present, or 
Valentine present. Seating and 
parking is limited, car pool-
ing is encouraged. The Glenda 
Gooch House Committee re-
quests a ten ticket maximum 
per purchase.

All proceeds will ben-
efit the Glenda Gooch House. 
Checks should be made pay-
able to the Glenda Gooch 
House c/o Carolyn Jarrad who 
works at United Community 
Bank and is the Treasurer for 
the Glenda Gooch House. 
On your check, please write 
“donation” since this is tax 
deductible. All donations are 
non-refundable.

The day of the event, 
Friday, February 18th, local 
restaurants will offer a Bull-
dog 10% discount to a person 
or family who has purchased 
a ticket. “Hold” on to your 

Inspirational speaker and UGA 
coach Mark Richt
ticket(s), you will need to show 
your ticket(s) at the restaurant 
and the event. No tickets will 
be sold at the event and no lost 
ticket(s) will be replaced.

Look and listen for a 
list of participating restaurants 
and directions in our local 
papers, radio stations, cable 
network, our web site www.
theglendagoochhouse.org and 
local marquees.

We are sorry to inform 
everyone that we have been 
asked by UGA Department 
of Compliance that there will 
be no cameras, cell phones, 
photo or autograph sessions 
as Coach Richt’s time will 
be limited. The UGA Depart-
ment of Compliance has also 
informed us that there will be 
no snow date.

Please come listen to this 
“Great Inspirational Speaker!” 
We promise you will leave in-
spired. T(Dec29,A4)SRH

Beverly Adkins, Presi-
dent of the Misty Mountain 
Quilters Guild, displays an 
award from the REACH servic-
es of Clay County, NC.  Marta 
Myers, Chairman of the "Hugs 

Quilt Guild
receives Certificate of Appreciation

Marta Myers, of Hiawassee, GA;  Beverly Adkins, of Hayesville, NC
and Kisses" project, read the 
letter from the association ex-
pressing gratitude for the many 
colorful and cheerful quilts 
given to children in need.

The guild met at the 
First United Methodist Church 
in Blairsville, GA for their 
annual Christmas luncheon, 
at which time several more 
children's quilts were donated  
for this project. "Hugs and 
Kisses" serves four counties 
in North Georgia and North 
Carolina, and brings comfort 
to at least 300 children a year.  
Fabric, batting, and donations 
are gratefully accepted for this 
cause.  

For more information, 
visit the website:  mistymoun-
tainquiltguild.com   NT(Dec29,Z1)CA

Arrest and Fire Reports
Local law enforcement provides the following information for publication. 
Names are spelled as they were when received from the law enforcement 
agencies. It is important to remember that the following individuals have 
been charged only and are presumed innocent until such time as they are 
found guilty by a court or enter a guilty plea.

Sheriff-Chris Clinton

ARREST REPORT
Towns County Jail

12/23/10 James Daniel May, age 27, Blairsville, GA
 Bench warrant
12/23/10 Michael Todd Mayer, age 37, Young Harris, GA
 Failure to register
12/23/10 Clifford John McKinnon, age 44, Hiawassee, GA
 Disorderly conduct
12/26/10 Alton Eugene Towe, age 40, Mineral Bluff, GA
 Hold for Fannin Co.

TC Fire Department
RESPONSE REPORT

From: Fire Chief Mitchell Floyd

12/15/10  River St.  Alarm/sprinkler
12/15/10  Tate City Cancelled en route
12/15/10  Lower Bell Med assist
12/15/10  Main Hiawassee Med assist
12/15/10  Capes  Med assist
12/15/10  Cottage Hill Cancelled en route
12/15/10  Ruby Lake Cancelled en route
12/16/10  St. Hwy. 66 Med assist
12/16/10  Omega  Med assist
12/16/10  Cottage Hill Med assist
12/16/10  River  Alarm/false
12/16/10  Foster  Med assist
12/16/10  Tipton Hgts. Med assist
12/16/10  Church  Cancelled en route
12/17/10  Swallows Ck.  Med assist
12/17/10  Church  Alarm/false
12/17/10  River  Alarm/false
12/17/10  Sunnyside MVA
12/18/10  Longridge Med assist
12/19/10  Hwy. 75 S.  Trail assist
12/19/10  Sims Cir. Smoke/odor investigation
12/19/10  Itsey  Med assist

Box Elder bugs
Box Elder bugs are com-

mon pests over much of the 
United States. 

Adults are about 1/2 inch 
long. They are bright red or 
black with narrow reddish lines 
on the back. 

Box elder bugs feed prin-
cipally by sucking juices from 
the box elder tree, but are some-
times found on other plants. 

They do very little dam-
age to the trees they attack, but 
at certain times of the year they 
can become a nuisance. 

When box elder bugs 
build up to large populations 
and invade a home they are 
usually pests only by their 
presence, although their pierc-
ing-sucking mouthparts can 
sometimes puncture skin, caus-
ing slight irritation. Box elder 
bugs do very little damage to 
the trees they attack, but at 
certain times of the year they 
can become a nuisance. Box 
elder bugs develop by gradual 
metamorphosis, from egg, to 
nymph, then to adult. 

Adult box elder bugs 
will enter structures in the fall, 
seeking winter shelter. 

They seek shelter in pro-
tected places such as houses 
and other buildings, cracks or 
crevices in walls, doors, under 
windows and around founda-

tions, particularly on south and 
west exposures. 

Box elder bugs can come 
out even during the dead of 
winter when it is cold outside 
and the sun is shining. 

They will then emerge in 
the spring to seek out host trees 
on which to feed and lay eggs. 

How to get rid of 
Box Elder bugs: 
Once box elder bugs 

have become established in 
the home, there aren’t a lot of 
treatment options. 

There are not a lot of 
recommended chemical mea-
sures at this point. The easiest 
way to remove box elder bugs, 
once they are indoors, is with a 
vacuum cleaner. 

However, PREVEN-
TION, is the best of all choices.  
This is done during the Fall . 

To help prevent box elder 
bugs, cluster flies, lady bugs 
and similar pests from entering 
in the fall, use outdoor, fast-
acting synthetic pyrethroids.

Spray around eaves, at-
tic vents, windows, doors, 
under-fascia lips, soffits, siding 
(including under lips) and any 
other possible points of entry, 
concentrating on the south and 
the southwest sides. 

Shady areas are less like-
ly to attract lady bugs. 

Mechanical means of 
exclusion: sealing box elder 
bugs out by caulking cracks and 
around utility service openings, 
fixing broken window screens 
and door jams, plugging cracks 
in the foundation or roof as 
well as similar exclusion-type 
activities will help prevent the 
lady beetles from entering in 
the first place. T(Dec29,G1)SH
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of the fire, which is suspected
as arson, also remains under in-
vestigation, Allen said.

“No conclusions have
been made at this time,” he said.

Marshall played bas-

ketball for the Indians dur-
ing the Bill Kendall coach-
ing era.

“Derek was a fine young
man,” said Kendall, now Towns
County’s Sole Commissioner. “I

really hated to hear about this.
Our thoughts and prayers are
with his family.”

Anyone with details
about the blaze call (800)
282-5804.

haired Country Boy, The
South’s Gonna Do It
Again and The Legend of
Wooley Swamp. He’s also
renowned as one of the
greatest fiddle players of his
generation. Daniels also is

an accomplished Gospel
and Christian singer.

The Georgia Mountain
Fair also has an offer on the
table extended to Country Mu-
sic legend Vince Gill, she said.

And it might not be

long before Don Williams is
ready to do his Hiawassee
show, she said.

“Things are happening
at Anderson Music Hall,”
she said. “It’s a very excit-
ing time.

Burrell and her son Ernest
from their burning home on
Dec. 7, 2009 off Scataway.

We’ve laid the ground-
work for the year that was
and now we’ll take a look
back at 2010.

In January, State
Rep. Allison was appointed
Deputy Whip of the Geor-
gia House; Community Bank
& Trust was purchased by
South Carolina Bank &
Trust; a rock slide on Young
Harris Mountain was
caused by record rainfalls in
2009 and early 2010.

February began with
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency grant-
ing Towns County Commis-
sioner Bill Kendall time to
complete revisions to the
Digital Flood Insurance Rate
Map for Lake Chatuge;
Towns County High’s Missy
Conrad was named 2010
Basketball Homecoming
Queen; Jane Goodall, one of
the world’s most renowned
scientists, lectured at Young
Harris College; Towns
County government and lo-
cal municipalities began to
explore a Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax ref-
erendum; TCHS senior Tho-
mas Black was named
STAR student and he se-
lected Alecia Frizzell as his
STAR Teacher.

March began with the
madness of a state playoff win
by the Towns County Lady
Indians. The trip resulted in a
win over Holy Innocents and
a trip to the Sweet 16; George
Jones came to Anderson Mu-
sic Hall and performed before
a standing room only crowd;
Towns County’s Kyle Davis
brought home the silver medal
after competing in the USA
Wrestling championships;
Country Music Superstar Sara
Evans delighted the crowd at
Anderson Music Hall with her
brand of Country Music; Bank
of Hiawassee was bought by
Citizens South Bank based in
Gastonia, NC; former chief
deputy Eddie Osborn returned
to Towns County Superior
Court to seek a new trial;
former State Sen. Nancy
Schaefer died the victim of a
murder-suicide in Habersham
County; locals learned the lo-
cal Health Department was in
financial trouble due to state
cutbacks.

April brought big news
to Towns County. Chatuge
Regional Hospital was
named the state’s best small
hospital; the Lady Indians
tennis team was the No. 2
seed in Region 8-A and ad-
vanced to the state tourna-
ment; basketball standout
Missy Conrad signed a
scholarship to play basketball
at Young Harris College; the
McKinney Building, a land-
mark in Downtown for de-
cades, gave way to the test
of time; the Chophouse of
Hiawassee was in and
Shoney’s was out; Towns
County FFA President
Jeannie Bradley was be-
came the state’s top extem-

poraneous speaker.
May came with the

news that Towns and Union
counties would renew their
football rivalry; TCHS se-
nior Jeff Stewart was
named the school’s valedic-
torian; Indian scoring leg-
end Ken Hamilton was cho-
sen to lead the boys’ bas-
ketball program; Georgia
House Speaker David
Ralston delivered the Com-
mencement Address at his
alma mater, Young Harris
College; the historic Presley
Post Office was restored
and rededicated behind the
Towns County Courthouse;
Commissioner Bill Kendall
announced that the county
would purchase land on
Mining Gap Trail to serve as
future park land; TCHS se-
niors Amy Vardeman and
Thomas Black were named
Salutatorian and Historian
respectively; Alecia Frizzell,
Thomas Boyd and Kay
Dyer were named Towns
County Schools teachers of
the year; the Class of 2010
bade farewell to Towns
County High School.

June brought Lt. Gov.
Casey Cagle to town where
he told locals that better
days are ahead economi-
cally; at Young Harris Col-
lege, Randy Dunn was cho-
sen as the school’s athletic
director; at Towns County
High School, Chris Vardo
was chosen to succeed Sh-
annon Moss as the school’s
baseball coach.

July came and Towns
County residents turned out
to celebrate the announce-
ment of the purchase of land
on Mining Gap Trail as the
future home of the Ralph
and Johnnie Foster Memo-
rial Park; the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds cel-
ebrate 60 years in entertain-
ment; Towns County Sher-
iff Chris Clinton told the lo-
cal GOP of his intentions to
expand the county’s neigh-
borhood watch program;
Jeff Langley got the voters’
choice as the next district
attorney and State Sen. Jim
Butterworth was the over-
whelming choice to return
as the Senate District’s
leadership; Sheriff Clinton
was named the Towns
County Lions Club Citizen
of the Year; all three Towns
County Schools earned the
title of Distinction for meet-
ing AYP for the seventh
consecutive year; Victoria
Neisler was named Miss
Georgia Mountain Fair
2010.

In August, Young
Harris College unveiled its
multi-million dollar basket-
ball arena; Towns County
Schools reopen after sum-
mer break; the Board of
Education votes to not raise
local taxes; Commissioner
Kendall revised the
county’s Dangerous Dog
Laws.

September came
and Commissioner Kendall
vowed not to raise local

taxes in 2011; The Ridges
Resort hosted a fireworks
display on Labor Day, the
first community event under
new ownership; the state
awards $500,000 to build a
new Senior Center in Towns
County; the state’s largest
willow tree was discovered
in Towns County; Pat Smith
announced her candidacy for
Hiawassee City Council;
Community Bank & Trust
hands out hundreds of dol-
lars in the bank’s first Money
Grab; Chris Swett an-
nounced his candidacy for
the Post 5 Hiawassee City
Council seat.

October arrived and
the Towns County Indians
won their first game of 2010,
a 48-18 win over North
Cobb; Commissioner
Kendall settled the Lake
Chatuge Flood Plain Map;
the commissioner announced
a millage rate cut for 2011;
state budget cuts close the
Towns County Forestry
Commission Office; Carly
Coffey and Brett Bradshaw
are named 2010 Football
Homecoming Queen and
King; a ruptured spleen ends
Billy Meier’s football career;
the Georgia Baptist Retire-
ment Community is dedi-
cated in Towns County.

November finally gets
here and House District 8
State Rep. Stephen Allison
returns to the State House in
a landslide; Nathan Deal is
Georgia’s 82nd governor; Pat
Smith wins a seat on the
Hiawassee City Council;
Jeannie Bradley takes sixth
place in the National FFA
convention’s Extemporaneous
Speaking; the Towns County
community rallies to support
Bradley Rogers’ fight against
cancer; Eddie Osborn’s quest
for a new trial is denied by
Superior Court Judge Lynn Al-
derman; Alecia Frizzell is
named Towns County
Schools’ Teacher of the Year;
Elois Anderson and Dick Paris
are honored as community
icons at Anderson Music Hall;
college basketball returns to
Towns County as Young Har-
ris College celebrates its re-
turn to the collegiate ranks; the
First Lady of Country Music
Loretta Lynn plays Anderson
Music Hall.

December comes and
Gov.-Elect Nathan Deal ap-
points State Sen. Jim
Butterworth as Senate Floor
Leader; Old Man Winter
shuts down Towns County
schools for four days before
the Christmas Break; Com-
missioner Kendall uses
county reserves to pay off
the County Jail; Towns
County Woman charged
with attempted murder of
her mother; Food Pantry
founders David Mullins and
Jim Hicks are honored; out-
going BOE member Bob
Gibby is honored for his 12
years of service; a 38-year-
old Towns County man is one
of two men identified as vic-
tims in a double fatal house
fire in Union County.

fire, “stop, drop, and roll!”
Sheriff Clinton said.

“By now most of you
have heard of this. If your
clothing catches fire, stop,
drop to the ground, and roll,”

he said.
“This is the best way

to smother the flames. It is
a good idea to cover your
face with your hands to pro-
tect your face and lungs

from smoke and flames.
“You should practice

this plan with your family so
that everyone is familiar
with it,” Sherriff Clinton
said.

of the Monday start, the
tournament began on Tues-
day. No game results were
available at press time.

The busiest workers
during the storm were of
course emergency service
providers, Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC workers and
Georgia Department of
Transportation work crews.
Towns County Fire and
Rescue workers were re-
sponding to an average of 40
calls a day. Sheriff deputies
and Hiawassee police stayed
busy around the clock answer-
ing calls of stranded motorists
or fender benders created by
the icy road conditions.

Towns County Sheriff
Chris Clinton urged motor-
ists to use their heads and
not their hearts when con-
templating travel in extreme
weather conditions.

“It is still early in the
season and we have already
had quite a bit of snow and
ice along with some ex-
tremely low temperatures,”

Sheriff Clinton said. “Along
with the beauty of a White
Christmas comes the in-
creased hazard associated
with winter driving.

“It is always best not
to drive during snowy or icy
conditions,” he said.
“Whenever possible avoid
driving during extreme win-
ter weather.  Even front
wheel drive and four-wheel
drive vehicles are suscep-
tible to snow and ice.

“ If you must drive, the
following suggestions are
meant as helpful tips to avoid
increasing the risk,” he said.
“During winter you should
always make certain that
your vehicle is prepared.
Vehicle preparation should
include keeping your vehicle
properly tuned up and mak-
ing sure that your tires are
in good shape. Tires should
be properly inflated and
have a tread depth of at least
an eighth inch. Always keep
plenty of fuel in your
vehicle’s tank and make sure

that your battery is up to date
and properly maintained.”

Thankfully, tempera-
tures returned to the more
comfortable 40-degree
range by Tuesday and were
expected to stay there
through the rest of the
week. By Friday, the mer-
cury was projected to reach
into the 50s through Sunday,
according to the National
Weather Service.

The busiest recre-
ational workers during the
storm of course were those
individuals building incredibly
large snowmen. From Young
Harris to Upper Hightower,
a snowman builder’s work is
never done.

Those snowmen will
soon dissipate, rain is in the
forecast for the New Year
as Saturday and Sunday are
expected to be wet before
giving way to sunshine on
Monday and Tuesday. The
National Weather Service
predicts a return of unfro-
zen precipitation by Jan. 5.

He is the man an over-
whelming majority of Geor-
gians felt good enough about
to back him for governor of
Georgia. Never mind what
you’ve read about Nathan in
the mainstream news media,
he is the real deal.

Fortunately for us, he’s
from Northeast Georgia and
governors are apt to show a
good bit of partiality to their
home territories while
they’re in office.

Northeast Georgia
prospered while our own
Zell Miller was governor. I

New Deal...continued from page 1A
don’t expect things to
change with Gov.-Elect
Deal at the helm.

Outgoing Gov. Sonny
Perdue made sure his neck
of the woods got a piece of
the economic pie during his
eight-year tenure. South and
Middle Georgia is proud of
the man from Bonaire.

The fact of the matter
is, the incoming governor and
lieutenant governor are both
from Northeast Georgia.

It’s enough to make
me feel good about our
chances of local economic

recovery. I know both
Nathan Deal and Casey
Cagle. They’re both good
people and they love the
North Georgia Mountains
and its people.

Recovery in North
Georgia begins when Gov.-
Elect Deal becomes Gov.
Deal.

It won’t happen over-
night, but it will happen over
the course of his administra-
tion. You can bank on it, just
like you can bank on the
beginning of an economic
recovery in 2011.

Fire... continued from page 1A

Bill Medley...continued from page 1A

Fire Safety...continued from page 1A

Weather...continued from page 1A

Review...continued from page 1A
of the fire, which is suspected
as arson, also remains under in-
vestigation, Allen said.

“No conclusions have
been made at this time,” he said.

Marshall played bas-

ketball for the Indians dur-
ing the Bill Kendall coach-
ing era.

“Derek was a fine young
man,” said Kendall, now Towns
County’s Sole Commissioner. “I

really hated to hear about this.
Our thoughts and prayers are
with his family.”

Anyone with details
about the blaze call (800)
282-5804.

haired Country Boy, The
South’s Gonna Do It
Again and The Legend of
Wooley Swamp. He’s also
renowned as one of the
greatest fiddle players of his
generation. Daniels also is

an accomplished Gospel
and Christian singer.

The Georgia Mountain
Fair also has an offer on the
table extended to Country Mu-
sic legend Vince Gill, she said.

And it might not be

long before Don Williams is
ready to do his Hiawassee
show, she said.

“Things are happening
at Anderson Music Hall,”
she said. “It’s a very excit-
ing time.

Burrell and her son Ernest
from their burning home on
Dec. 7, 2009 off Scataway.

We’ve laid the ground-
work for the year that was
and now we’ll take a look
back at 2010.

In January, State
Rep. Allison was appointed
Deputy Whip of the Geor-
gia House; Community Bank
& Trust was purchased by
South Carolina Bank &
Trust; a rock slide on Young
Harris Mountain was
caused by record rainfalls in
2009 and early 2010.

February began with
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency grant-
ing Towns County Commis-
sioner Bill Kendall time to
complete revisions to the
Digital Flood Insurance Rate
Map for Lake Chatuge;
Towns County High’s Missy
Conrad was named 2010
Basketball Homecoming
Queen; Jane Goodall, one of
the world’s most renowned
scientists, lectured at Young
Harris College; Towns
County government and lo-
cal municipalities began to
explore a Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax ref-
erendum; TCHS senior Tho-
mas Black was named
STAR student and he se-
lected Alecia Frizzell as his
STAR Teacher.

March began with the
madness of a state playoff win
by the Towns County Lady
Indians. The trip resulted in a
win over Holy Innocents and
a trip to the Sweet 16; George
Jones came to Anderson Mu-
sic Hall and performed before
a standing room only crowd;
Towns County’s Kyle Davis
brought home the silver medal
after competing in the USA
Wrestling championships;
Country Music Superstar Sara
Evans delighted the crowd at
Anderson Music Hall with her
brand of Country Music; Bank
of Hiawassee was bought by
Citizens South Bank based in
Gastonia, NC; former chief
deputy Eddie Osborn returned
to Towns County Superior
Court to seek a new trial;
former State Sen. Nancy
Schaefer died the victim of a
murder-suicide in Habersham
County; locals learned the lo-
cal Health Department was in
financial trouble due to state
cutbacks.

April brought big news
to Towns County. Chatuge
Regional Hospital was
named the state’s best small
hospital; the Lady Indians
tennis team was the No. 2
seed in Region 8-A and ad-
vanced to the state tourna-
ment; basketball standout
Missy Conrad signed a
scholarship to play basketball
at Young Harris College; the
McKinney Building, a land-
mark in Downtown for de-
cades, gave way to the test
of time; the Chophouse of
Hiawassee was in and
Shoney’s was out; Towns
County FFA President
Jeannie Bradley was be-
came the state’s top extem-

poraneous speaker.
May came with the

news that Towns and Union
counties would renew their
football rivalry; TCHS se-
nior Jeff Stewart was
named the school’s valedic-
torian; Indian scoring leg-
end Ken Hamilton was cho-
sen to lead the boys’ bas-
ketball program; Georgia
House Speaker David
Ralston delivered the Com-
mencement Address at his
alma mater, Young Harris
College; the historic Presley
Post Office was restored
and rededicated behind the
Towns County Courthouse;
Commissioner Bill Kendall
announced that the county
would purchase land on
Mining Gap Trail to serve as
future park land; TCHS se-
niors Amy Vardeman and
Thomas Black were named
Salutatorian and Historian
respectively; Alecia Frizzell,
Thomas Boyd and Kay
Dyer were named Towns
County Schools teachers of
the year; the Class of 2010
bade farewell to Towns
County High School.

June brought Lt. Gov.
Casey Cagle to town where
he told locals that better
days are ahead economi-
cally; at Young Harris Col-
lege, Randy Dunn was cho-
sen as the school’s athletic
director; at Towns County
High School, Chris Vardo
was chosen to succeed Sh-
annon Moss as the school’s
baseball coach.

July came and Towns
County residents turned out
to celebrate the announce-
ment of the purchase of land
on Mining Gap Trail as the
future home of the Ralph
and Johnnie Foster Memo-
rial Park; the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds cel-
ebrate 60 years in entertain-
ment; Towns County Sher-
iff Chris Clinton told the lo-
cal GOP of his intentions to
expand the county’s neigh-
borhood watch program;
Jeff Langley got the voters’
choice as the next district
attorney and State Sen. Jim
Butterworth was the over-
whelming choice to return
as the Senate District’s
leadership; Sheriff Clinton
was named the Towns
County Lions Club Citizen
of the Year; all three Towns
County Schools earned the
title of Distinction for meet-
ing AYP for the seventh
consecutive year; Victoria
Neisler was named Miss
Georgia Mountain Fair
2010.

In August, Young
Harris College unveiled its
multi-million dollar basket-
ball arena; Towns County
Schools reopen after sum-
mer break; the Board of
Education votes to not raise
local taxes; Commissioner
Kendall revised the
county’s Dangerous Dog
Laws.

September came
and Commissioner Kendall
vowed not to raise local

taxes in 2011; The Ridges
Resort hosted a fireworks
display on Labor Day, the
first community event under
new ownership; the state
awards $500,000 to build a
new Senior Center in Towns
County; the state’s largest
willow tree was discovered
in Towns County; Pat Smith
announced her candidacy for
Hiawassee City Council;
Community Bank & Trust
hands out hundreds of dol-
lars in the bank’s first Money
Grab; Chris Swett an-
nounced his candidacy for
the Post 5 Hiawassee City
Council seat.

October arrived and
the Towns County Indians
won their first game of 2010,
a 48-18 win over North
Cobb; Commissioner
Kendall settled the Lake
Chatuge Flood Plain Map;
the commissioner announced
a millage rate cut for 2011;
state budget cuts close the
Towns County Forestry
Commission Office; Carly
Coffey and Brett Bradshaw
are named 2010 Football
Homecoming Queen and
King; a ruptured spleen ends
Billy Meier’s football career;
the Georgia Baptist Retire-
ment Community is dedi-
cated in Towns County.

November finally gets
here and House District 8
State Rep. Stephen Allison
returns to the State House in
a landslide; Nathan Deal is
Georgia’s 82nd governor; Pat
Smith wins a seat on the
Hiawassee City Council;
Jeannie Bradley takes sixth
place in the National FFA
convention’s Extemporaneous
Speaking; the Towns County
community rallies to support
Bradley Rogers’ fight against
cancer; Eddie Osborn’s quest
for a new trial is denied by
Superior Court Judge Lynn Al-
derman; Alecia Frizzell is
named Towns County
Schools’ Teacher of the Year;
Elois Anderson and Dick Paris
are honored as community
icons at Anderson Music Hall;
college basketball returns to
Towns County as Young Har-
ris College celebrates its re-
turn to the collegiate ranks; the
First Lady of Country Music
Loretta Lynn plays Anderson
Music Hall.

December comes and
Gov.-Elect Nathan Deal ap-
points State Sen. Jim
Butterworth as Senate Floor
Leader; Old Man Winter
shuts down Towns County
schools for four days before
the Christmas Break; Com-
missioner Kendall uses
county reserves to pay off
the County Jail; Towns
County Woman charged
with attempted murder of
her mother; Food Pantry
founders David Mullins and
Jim Hicks are honored; out-
going BOE member Bob
Gibby is honored for his 12
years of service; a 38-year-
old Towns County man is one
of two men identified as vic-
tims in a double fatal house
fire in Union County.

fire, “stop, drop, and roll!”
Sheriff Clinton said.

“By now most of you
have heard of this. If your
clothing catches fire, stop,
drop to the ground, and roll,”

he said.
“This is the best way

to smother the flames. It is
a good idea to cover your
face with your hands to pro-
tect your face and lungs

from smoke and flames.
“You should practice

this plan with your family so
that everyone is familiar
with it,” Sherriff Clinton
said.

of the Monday start, the
tournament began on Tues-
day. No game results were
available at press time.

The busiest workers
during the storm were of
course emergency service
providers, Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC workers and
Georgia Department of
Transportation work crews.
Towns County Fire and
Rescue workers were re-
sponding to an average of 40
calls a day. Sheriff deputies
and Hiawassee police stayed
busy around the clock answer-
ing calls of stranded motorists
or fender benders created by
the icy road conditions.

Towns County Sheriff
Chris Clinton urged motor-
ists to use their heads and
not their hearts when con-
templating travel in extreme
weather conditions.

“It is still early in the
season and we have already
had quite a bit of snow and
ice along with some ex-
tremely low temperatures,”

Sheriff Clinton said. “Along
with the beauty of a White
Christmas comes the in-
creased hazard associated
with winter driving.

“It is always best not
to drive during snowy or icy
conditions,” he said.
“Whenever possible avoid
driving during extreme win-
ter weather.  Even front
wheel drive and four-wheel
drive vehicles are suscep-
tible to snow and ice.

“ If you must drive, the
following suggestions are
meant as helpful tips to avoid
increasing the risk,” he said.
“During winter you should
always make certain that
your vehicle is prepared.
Vehicle preparation should
include keeping your vehicle
properly tuned up and mak-
ing sure that your tires are
in good shape. Tires should
be properly inflated and
have a tread depth of at least
an eighth inch. Always keep
plenty of fuel in your
vehicle’s tank and make sure

that your battery is up to date
and properly maintained.”

Thankfully, tempera-
tures returned to the more
comfortable 40-degree
range by Tuesday and were
expected to stay there
through the rest of the
week. By Friday, the mer-
cury was projected to reach
into the 50s through Sunday,
according to the National
Weather Service.

The busiest recre-
ational workers during the
storm of course were those
individuals building incredibly
large snowmen. From Young
Harris to Upper Hightower,
a snowman builder’s work is
never done.

Those snowmen will
soon dissipate, rain is in the
forecast for the New Year
as Saturday and Sunday are
expected to be wet before
giving way to sunshine on
Monday and Tuesday. The
National Weather Service
predicts a return of unfro-
zen precipitation by Jan. 5.

He is the man an over-
whelming majority of Geor-
gians felt good enough about
to back him for governor of
Georgia. Never mind what
you’ve read about Nathan in
the mainstream news media,
he is the real deal.

Fortunately for us, he’s
from Northeast Georgia and
governors are apt to show a
good bit of partiality to their
home territories while
they’re in office.

Northeast Georgia
prospered while our own
Zell Miller was governor. I
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don’t expect things to
change with Gov.-Elect
Deal at the helm.

Outgoing Gov. Sonny
Perdue made sure his neck
of the woods got a piece of
the economic pie during his
eight-year tenure. South and
Middle Georgia is proud of
the man from Bonaire.

The fact of the matter
is, the incoming governor and
lieutenant governor are both
from Northeast Georgia.

It’s enough to make
me feel good about our
chances of local economic

recovery. I know both
Nathan Deal and Casey
Cagle. They’re both good
people and they love the
North Georgia Mountains
and its people.

Recovery in North
Georgia begins when Gov.-
Elect Deal becomes Gov.
Deal.

It won’t happen over-
night, but it will happen over
the course of his administra-
tion. You can bank on it, just
like you can bank on the
beginning of an economic
recovery in 2011.


