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Dec. 13 feel like zero.
Temperatures felt like

below zero on Dec. 14 as the
mercury dipped to 4 degrees.

Georgia Department of
Transportation road crews
worked throughout the week
to keep local roads passable.

If the region is in for
another round of the white
stuff, expect DOT road
crews to be a bit more pre-
pared this go around. DOT
officials admittedly were
caught off guard by the Dec.
12 storm. They had expected

the storm to arrive at 11 p.m.,
not 3 p.m.

The one group that
won’t be caught off guard
by inclement weather: the
Towns County School Sys-
tem. Students are on Christ-
mas Break until Jan. 3.

yond repair. We have ar-
rested one person in this case
with multiple felonies. The
investigation is still ongoing.
A possibility of additional ar-
rests could happen.

“Jessica Sheridan Van
Nus has been charged with
aggravated assault, arson in the
first degree, criminal attempt
to commit murder, and cruelty
to animals, two counts,” Inves-
tigator Donaldson said. “The
animals did not survive.”

Jessica Van Nus was
arrested by Investigator
Donaldson within a few
hours of law enforcement’s
arrival on the scene.

“We escorted her from
the scene to the hospital and
then she was arrested,” In-
vestigator Donaldson said.
“The initial charge was ag-
gravated assault. The follow
up investigation led to addi-
tional charges.”

Towns County Probate
Judge David Rogers has de-
nied bond for Jessica Van

Nus and the case has been
handed up to Towns County
Superior Court. A Superior
Court judge must set bail for
Jessica Van Nus, Investiga-
tor Donaldson said.

Arrest warrants show
that Jessica Van Nus alleg-
edly struck Deborah Van
Nus with two different
household objects before
setting fire to the residence.

The Towns County
Sheriff’s Office, the state
Fire Marshal’s Office and
Towns County Fire Depart-
ment were involved in the
investigation, Investigator
Donaldson said.

According to arrest
warrants, Jessica Van Nus
is alleged to have struck her
mother with two different
household objects, and then
set the family home on fire,
thus, the charges of aggra-
vated assault and first-de-
gree arson, county arrest
records show.

The charge of criminal

attempt to commit murder
stems from Jessica Van Nus
allegedly setting the home on
fire while her mother was still
inside the residence, arrest
warrants show.

The two charges of
animal cruelty are involved
because Jessica Van Nus’
alleged act of arson caused
the death of two family pets,
arrest warrants show.

As the investigation
continues to unfold, Investi-
gator Donaldson is waiting for
results of evidence sent to the
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion Crime Laboratory.

“With the assistance
of the fire department and
the state Fire Marshal’s
Office, we are still continu-
ing the investigation. The
next step is waiting for re-
sults from the state crime
lab,” Investigator Donaldson
said. “We work well with
Fire Chief Mitch Floyd and
his department and other
agencies.”

G e o r g i a  D e p a r t -
ment of Transportation
r o a d  c r e w s  w o r k e d
around the clock to keep

local roads passable.
By Friday, the fruits

of their labors were evi-
dent as those big yellow

school buses were back
on local roads making the
trip back to Towns County
Schools.

Gibby was celebrated
by fellow board members with
mementos that will remind him
of the last 12 years. He re-
ceived two reminders of the
school’s mascot, the Indians.

He said he’s always
preferred being an Indian
rather than a chief.

“It’s a joy to see all the
buildings, all the advance-
ments of the building pro-
gram and it only had one
purpose and that was to edu-
cate the kids,” Gibby said.
“We worked hard to get
where we are today.”

He also received a
plaque from Roy Perren,
Darren Berrong and Don
Dermody, the principals of
Towns County High School,
Middle School and Elemen-
tary School respectively.

“This truly is a trea-
sure,” he said.

The Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax has

made a big difference in
helping the school achieve its
building program, Gibby said.

“I would encourage
the school reinvest in the
SPLOST in a couple of
years to add a couple of
other things, but I’m real
pleased. I’m just thankful
that I got to serve the time
that I did.”

The school board
opted to let the SPLOST
expire in June to allow the
county to pass a SPLOST
for local capital projects.

Gibby said that the first
term of a board member is
a true learning experience.

“It takes two to three
years to really understand
how the system really
works,” Gibby said. “The
following four years, you can
really begin to become a
very effective board mem-
ber. It takes a couple of
years to build trust within the

board. After that, you begin
to understand how a board
really works; you under-
stand your limitations and
what you’re good at.

“I’m a good media-
tor,” he said. “Over the last
12 years we’ve had some
good times, we’ve ex-
pressed our opinions, ex-
pressed our differences.
But, I’ve enjoyed working
with the boards that I’ve
worked with because when
we came out on the other
end, we were all in agree-
ment of what we wanted to
accomplish.”

Superintendent Dr. Ri-
chard Behrens praised
Gibby’s 12 years of service.

“Bob Gibby has been
a pleasure to work with over
the years,” Dr. Behrens
said. “He’s everything you
would want and expect
from a member of the Board
of Education.”

and toys for their brothers
and sisters and other acces-
sories for their families. The
money they did spend on
themselves went for solid
personal choices as they
bought mostly clothing items
for themselves.

Some picked out fish-
ing rods, lures and other fish-
ing tackle equipment.

After the shopping ad-
venture, the group was
treated to dinner at Georgia
Mountain Restaurant.

While Shop-With-A-
Cop gave these youths a
Christmas they wouldn’t oth-
erwise enjoy, the program
accepts donations year-
round, Hiawassee Police
Chief Jimmy Wright said.

“We got some dona-
tions in today,” Chief Wright
said. “And when we hear
about kids that need some
Christmas help, we’ll do
what we can for them.

“The main thing is the
kids,” said Wright. “We
want them to have a good
Christmas. That means ev-
erything in the world to us.”

BMW rally brings toys to Towns
Towns County Sheriff

Chris Clinton received an
added boost for the Empty
Stocking Fund when the
BMW Motorcycle Club vis-
ited on Sunday.

For the motorcycle club,
Towns County is a regular
stop on their mission of deliv-
ering toys to needy children.

In Towns County alone,
the approximate number of
children in need at Christmas
has nearly doubled since Sher-
iff Clinton took office in De-
cember 2007. That’s when
approximately 135 children
benefited from the Sheriff’s
Empty Stocking Fund. On
Sunday, the number was ap-
proximately 230 children
with more expected to en-
roll before Christmas.

“I can’t say enough
about the BMW Motorcycle
Club and everything they do to
help us each year,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “They came
through again and at a time
when more and more local chil-

dren are faced with the option
of not experiencing Christmas.”

Due to the economy,
donations have declined as
the number of children in
need has risen, but somehow,
Sheriff Clinton said, the
Sheriff’s Office is fulfilling
the requests of those in need.

Of the many contributors
to the Sheriff’s Empty Stocking
Fund, the BMW Motorcycle
Club made its annual ride to
Hiawassee on Sunday to de-

liver toys for the Empty Stock-
ing Fund.  The weather for the
ride was not as cold as previous
years, at a balmy 30 degrees with
bright, warm sunshine.

Sheriff Clinton said he is
thankful for the very gener-
ous donations and involvement
of the community, and is
grateful for Vicki Ellis and
Heather Whitaker, and all
Sheriff’s Office staffers for
ensuring that our local children
in need have Christmas gifts.

Towns County Sheriff Chris Clinton and members of the BMW
Motorcycle Club celebrate another year of giving.

“Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus.” These im-
mortal words printed in an
1897 edition of the New York
Sun were in response to a little
girl’s simple question: is there
a Santa Claus? While the
words are very well-known,
I believe there’s a deeper
message that’s important to
remember at Christmas and
year round. Through all the
skepticism and cynicism of
today’s world, it is faith and
love that ensure a full and
successful life. Just like Vir-
ginia over a hundred years
ago, we must remember to
have faith and believe.

In Francis Parcellus
Church’s response to Virginia,
he wrote that “the most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men
can see.” It’s easy to lose faith
when times are hard, money
is tight, or a loved one is sick.
I believe God should be the
first place we turn for guid-
ance through these difficult
times. Whether in my job as
a pilot, a state senator, a fa-
ther or a husband, I rely on
God as a source of comfort,
courage, strength, patience,

By State Sen. Jim Butterworth
Special to The Towns County Herald

State Sen. Jim Butterworth
and hope. Just because we
can’t see Him, doesn’t mean
He doesn’t exist.

It’s important to keep
in mind that our troubles will
not be magically cured. The
state budget will not grow
overnight because we pray
for it, our bank accounts will
not overflow because we
ask God to make it so and
that fender bender that
blocks all the lanes of I-85
will likely still happen. Be-
lieving and having faith in
God helps us deal with
these obstacles. He gives us
the tools we need to grace-
fully handle life’s problems.

Each time I see the
wonderment of discovery in
my children’s eyes, I am re-
minded that God exists.
When I think about my mar-
riage, I am reminded that
God exists. When I see the
beauty of the North Georgia

mountains, I am reminded
that God exists. This Christ-
mas, I challenge you to re-
member God, and his sacri-
fice, in your lives. Think about
what reaffirms your beliefs
and live each day in His spirit.

Help others to see the
face of God through your
actions. Spread His message
by donating to the Toys for
Tots program, write a letter
to a soldier serving overseas,
volunteer to spend time with
the elderly or simply offer to
take out the trash. God can
often be found in the small-
est of gestures.

As always, I am grate-
ful to you, the 50th Senatorial
district, for electing me to rep-
resent you. I look forward to
serving you and the rest of
Georgia as we move forward.
Please feel free to contact me
at(404) 463.5257 with your
comments or concerns.

My family and I wish you
a very merry and safe Christ-
mas season!

Sen. Jim Butterworth rep-
resents the 50th Senate District
which includes Towns, Rabun,
Habersham, Stephens, Banks,
Franklin, and Hart counties
along with a portion of White
County. He can be reached by
phone at (404) 463.5257.

A Life Lesson from the New York Sun

ished and depraved if not for
the food pantry,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said.

The vision that Mullins
and Hicks shared was build-
ing a food pantry and get-
ting volunteers to run it,
Commissioner Kendall said.

“These two men
planted the seed that got it
all started,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

Mullins and Hicks
wouldn’t let the commis-
sioner deflect all the praise
in their direction.

“Bill Kendall was sold
on the idea as well,” Hicks
said. “It was with the help of
Commissioner Kendall that
the food pantry was born.”

Both Mullins and
Hicks say that their lone ob-
jective was helping their fel-
low man.

“Any time you can
help your fellow man, that
alone is a just reward,”
Mullins said.

Commissioner Kendall
knew that Ninth District
Opportunity was in cramped
quarters at the Senior Cen-
ter. He commissioned the
construction of a 15 x 20
square foot building on Jack
Dayton Circle.

A portion of the build-
ing was used for Ninth Dis-
trict; the remainder was
used for a food pantry.

Since it opened June 1,
2008, the pantry has become
the focal point of a commu-
nity trying to help those less

fortunate than themselves.
In some cases, those who
have helped the food pan-
try are now utilizing the re-
source for themselves be-
cause of less than prosper-
ous economic times.

Community Coordina-
tor Teresa Stephens of
Ninth District says that the
food pantry, through its af-
filiation with the North
Georgia Food Bank, has
been a God send to the
Towns County community.

In 2010, the pantry
has served 16,769 house-
holds versus more than
11,000 in 2009. In 2010, the
pantry utilized 12,361 volun-
teer hours. Also in 2010, the
pantry has handed out
476,293 pounds of food ver-
sus handing out 300,076
pounds in 2009.

“So far, we’ve helped
169 families in 2010 for
Christmas,” Stephens said.
“The Weekend Nutrition
Program is serving 320 chil-
dren this year.

“The nutrition program
for children is in jeopardy,”
she said. “It’s going to be hard
to continue without some
help. We may not make it
through the school year.”

Stephens said the pan-
try has become a lifeline for
many local families.

“We’re serving 80
homebound families (without
transportation),” she said.

The Rev. Glen Eller,
president of the Towns

County Ministerial Associa-
tion praised the work of the
pantry’s volunteer helpers.

“The statistics tell us
what is going on,” he said.
“Thanks to Commissioner
Kendall, David Mullins and
Jim Hicks, this community
lifeline is thriving.”

“Because of our buy-
ing power at the North Geor-
gia Food Bank, $5 can feed
a family of four for a week,”
said Volunteer LaRanda
Mauldin. “It’s hard to believe
how much this food pantry
has helped this community in
such a short time.”

She said that $20 buys
100 pounds of food.

Towns County Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Angel Long attended the
meeting. She was there to
present a $1,000 check to
the food pantry. It was a
portion of the proceeds from
the group’s annual Christmas
Tour of Homes.

“Because of the funds
we raised with the tour, we’re
able to make a donation of
$1,000 to the food pantry,”
she said. “On behalf of the
Towns County Chamber of
Commerce I would like to say
a special thank you to Com-
missioner Kendall, Sheriff
Chris Clinton and Towns
County EMS.

“This check is in honor
of Commissioner Kendall,
Sheriff Clinton and his fabulous
staff and Towns County
EMS,” Long said.
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Dec. 13 feel like zero.
Temperatures felt like

below zero on Dec. 14 as the
mercury dipped to 4 degrees.

Georgia Department of
Transportation road crews
worked throughout the week
to keep local roads passable.

If the region is in for
another round of the white
stuff, expect DOT road
crews to be a bit more pre-
pared this go around. DOT
officials admittedly were
caught off guard by the Dec.
12 storm. They had expected

the storm to arrive at 11 p.m.,
not 3 p.m.

The one group that
won’t be caught off guard
by inclement weather: the
Towns County School Sys-
tem. Students are on Christ-
mas Break until Jan. 3.

yond repair. We have ar-
rested one person in this case
with multiple felonies. The
investigation is still ongoing.
A possibility of additional ar-
rests could happen.

“Jessica Sheridan Van
Nus has been charged with
aggravated assault, arson in the
first degree, criminal attempt
to commit murder, and cruelty
to animals, two counts,” Inves-
tigator Donaldson said. “The
animals did not survive.”

Jessica Van Nus was
arrested by Investigator
Donaldson within a few
hours of law enforcement’s
arrival on the scene.

“We escorted her from
the scene to the hospital and
then she was arrested,” In-
vestigator Donaldson said.
“The initial charge was ag-
gravated assault. The follow
up investigation led to addi-
tional charges.”

Towns County Probate
Judge David Rogers has de-
nied bond for Jessica Van

Nus and the case has been
handed up to Towns County
Superior Court. A Superior
Court judge must set bail for
Jessica Van Nus, Investiga-
tor Donaldson said.

Arrest warrants show
that Jessica Van Nus alleg-
edly struck Deborah Van
Nus with two different
household objects before
setting fire to the residence.

The Towns County
Sheriff’s Office, the state
Fire Marshal’s Office and
Towns County Fire Depart-
ment were involved in the
investigation, Investigator
Donaldson said.

According to arrest
warrants, Jessica Van Nus
is alleged to have struck her
mother with two different
household objects, and then
set the family home on fire,
thus, the charges of aggra-
vated assault and first-de-
gree arson, county arrest
records show.

The charge of criminal

attempt to commit murder
stems from Jessica Van Nus
allegedly setting the home on
fire while her mother was still
inside the residence, arrest
warrants show.

The two charges of
animal cruelty are involved
because Jessica Van Nus’
alleged act of arson caused
the death of two family pets,
arrest warrants show.

As the investigation
continues to unfold, Investi-
gator Donaldson is waiting for
results of evidence sent to the
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion Crime Laboratory.

“With the assistance
of the fire department and
the state Fire Marshal’s
Office, we are still continu-
ing the investigation. The
next step is waiting for re-
sults from the state crime
lab,” Investigator Donaldson
said. “We work well with
Fire Chief Mitch Floyd and
his department and other
agencies.”

G e o r g i a  D e p a r t -
ment of Transportation
r o a d  c r e w s  w o r k e d
around the clock to keep

local roads passable.
By Friday, the fruits

of their labors were evi-
dent as those big yellow

school buses were back
on local roads making the
trip back to Towns County
Schools.

Gibby was celebrated
by fellow board members with
mementos that will remind him
of the last 12 years. He re-
ceived two reminders of the
school’s mascot, the Indians.

He said he’s always
preferred being an Indian
rather than a chief.

“It’s a joy to see all the
buildings, all the advance-
ments of the building pro-
gram and it only had one
purpose and that was to edu-
cate the kids,” Gibby said.
“We worked hard to get
where we are today.”

He also received a
plaque from Roy Perren,
Darren Berrong and Don
Dermody, the principals of
Towns County High School,
Middle School and Elemen-
tary School respectively.

“This truly is a trea-
sure,” he said.

The Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax has

made a big difference in
helping the school achieve its
building program, Gibby said.

“I would encourage
the school reinvest in the
SPLOST in a couple of
years to add a couple of
other things, but I’m real
pleased. I’m just thankful
that I got to serve the time
that I did.”

The school board
opted to let the SPLOST
expire in June to allow the
county to pass a SPLOST
for local capital projects.

Gibby said that the first
term of a board member is
a true learning experience.

“It takes two to three
years to really understand
how the system really
works,” Gibby said. “The
following four years, you can
really begin to become a
very effective board mem-
ber. It takes a couple of
years to build trust within the

board. After that, you begin
to understand how a board
really works; you under-
stand your limitations and
what you’re good at.

“I’m a good media-
tor,” he said. “Over the last
12 years we’ve had some
good times, we’ve ex-
pressed our opinions, ex-
pressed our differences.
But, I’ve enjoyed working
with the boards that I’ve
worked with because when
we came out on the other
end, we were all in agree-
ment of what we wanted to
accomplish.”

Superintendent Dr. Ri-
chard Behrens praised
Gibby’s 12 years of service.

“Bob Gibby has been
a pleasure to work with over
the years,” Dr. Behrens
said. “He’s everything you
would want and expect
from a member of the Board
of Education.”

and toys for their brothers
and sisters and other acces-
sories for their families. The
money they did spend on
themselves went for solid
personal choices as they
bought mostly clothing items
for themselves.

Some picked out fish-
ing rods, lures and other fish-
ing tackle equipment.

After the shopping ad-
venture, the group was
treated to dinner at Georgia
Mountain Restaurant.

While Shop-With-A-
Cop gave these youths a
Christmas they wouldn’t oth-
erwise enjoy, the program
accepts donations year-
round, Hiawassee Police
Chief Jimmy Wright said.

“We got some dona-
tions in today,” Chief Wright
said. “And when we hear
about kids that need some
Christmas help, we’ll do
what we can for them.

“The main thing is the
kids,” said Wright. “We
want them to have a good
Christmas. That means ev-
erything in the world to us.”

BMW rally brings toys to Towns
Towns County Sheriff

Chris Clinton received an
added boost for the Empty
Stocking Fund when the
BMW Motorcycle Club vis-
ited on Sunday.

For the motorcycle club,
Towns County is a regular
stop on their mission of deliv-
ering toys to needy children.

In Towns County alone,
the approximate number of
children in need at Christmas
has nearly doubled since Sher-
iff Clinton took office in De-
cember 2007. That’s when
approximately 135 children
benefited from the Sheriff’s
Empty Stocking Fund. On
Sunday, the number was ap-
proximately 230 children
with more expected to en-
roll before Christmas.

“I can’t say enough
about the BMW Motorcycle
Club and everything they do to
help us each year,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “They came
through again and at a time
when more and more local chil-

dren are faced with the option
of not experiencing Christmas.”

Due to the economy,
donations have declined as
the number of children in
need has risen, but somehow,
Sheriff Clinton said, the
Sheriff’s Office is fulfilling
the requests of those in need.

Of the many contributors
to the Sheriff’s Empty Stocking
Fund, the BMW Motorcycle
Club made its annual ride to
Hiawassee on Sunday to de-

liver toys for the Empty Stock-
ing Fund.  The weather for the
ride was not as cold as previous
years, at a balmy 30 degrees with
bright, warm sunshine.

Sheriff Clinton said he is
thankful for the very gener-
ous donations and involvement
of the community, and is
grateful for Vicki Ellis and
Heather Whitaker, and all
Sheriff’s Office staffers for
ensuring that our local children
in need have Christmas gifts.

Towns County Sheriff Chris Clinton and members of the BMW
Motorcycle Club celebrate another year of giving.

“Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus.” These im-
mortal words printed in an
1897 edition of the New York
Sun were in response to a little
girl’s simple question: is there
a Santa Claus? While the
words are very well-known,
I believe there’s a deeper
message that’s important to
remember at Christmas and
year round. Through all the
skepticism and cynicism of
today’s world, it is faith and
love that ensure a full and
successful life. Just like Vir-
ginia over a hundred years
ago, we must remember to
have faith and believe.

In Francis Parcellus
Church’s response to Virginia,
he wrote that “the most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men
can see.” It’s easy to lose faith
when times are hard, money
is tight, or a loved one is sick.
I believe God should be the
first place we turn for guid-
ance through these difficult
times. Whether in my job as
a pilot, a state senator, a fa-
ther or a husband, I rely on
God as a source of comfort,
courage, strength, patience,

By State Sen. Jim Butterworth
Special to The Towns County Herald

State Sen. Jim Butterworth
and hope. Just because we
can’t see Him, doesn’t mean
He doesn’t exist.

It’s important to keep
in mind that our troubles will
not be magically cured. The
state budget will not grow
overnight because we pray
for it, our bank accounts will
not overflow because we
ask God to make it so and
that fender bender that
blocks all the lanes of I-85
will likely still happen. Be-
lieving and having faith in
God helps us deal with
these obstacles. He gives us
the tools we need to grace-
fully handle life’s problems.

Each time I see the
wonderment of discovery in
my children’s eyes, I am re-
minded that God exists.
When I think about my mar-
riage, I am reminded that
God exists. When I see the
beauty of the North Georgia

mountains, I am reminded
that God exists. This Christ-
mas, I challenge you to re-
member God, and his sacri-
fice, in your lives. Think about
what reaffirms your beliefs
and live each day in His spirit.

Help others to see the
face of God through your
actions. Spread His message
by donating to the Toys for
Tots program, write a letter
to a soldier serving overseas,
volunteer to spend time with
the elderly or simply offer to
take out the trash. God can
often be found in the small-
est of gestures.

As always, I am grate-
ful to you, the 50th Senatorial
district, for electing me to rep-
resent you. I look forward to
serving you and the rest of
Georgia as we move forward.
Please feel free to contact me
at(404) 463.5257 with your
comments or concerns.

My family and I wish you
a very merry and safe Christ-
mas season!

Sen. Jim Butterworth rep-
resents the 50th Senate District
which includes Towns, Rabun,
Habersham, Stephens, Banks,
Franklin, and Hart counties
along with a portion of White
County. He can be reached by
phone at (404) 463.5257.

A Life Lesson from the New York Sun

ished and depraved if not for
the food pantry,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said.

The vision that Mullins
and Hicks shared was build-
ing a food pantry and get-
ting volunteers to run it,
Commissioner Kendall said.

“These two men
planted the seed that got it
all started,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

Mullins and Hicks
wouldn’t let the commis-
sioner deflect all the praise
in their direction.

“Bill Kendall was sold
on the idea as well,” Hicks
said. “It was with the help of
Commissioner Kendall that
the food pantry was born.”

Both Mullins and
Hicks say that their lone ob-
jective was helping their fel-
low man.

“Any time you can
help your fellow man, that
alone is a just reward,”
Mullins said.

Commissioner Kendall
knew that Ninth District
Opportunity was in cramped
quarters at the Senior Cen-
ter. He commissioned the
construction of a 15 x 20
square foot building on Jack
Dayton Circle.

A portion of the build-
ing was used for Ninth Dis-
trict; the remainder was
used for a food pantry.

Since it opened June 1,
2008, the pantry has become
the focal point of a commu-
nity trying to help those less

fortunate than themselves.
In some cases, those who
have helped the food pan-
try are now utilizing the re-
source for themselves be-
cause of less than prosper-
ous economic times.

Community Coordina-
tor Teresa Stephens of
Ninth District says that the
food pantry, through its af-
filiation with the North
Georgia Food Bank, has
been a God send to the
Towns County community.

In 2010, the pantry
has served 16,769 house-
holds versus more than
11,000 in 2009. In 2010, the
pantry utilized 12,361 volun-
teer hours. Also in 2010, the
pantry has handed out
476,293 pounds of food ver-
sus handing out 300,076
pounds in 2009.

“So far, we’ve helped
169 families in 2010 for
Christmas,” Stephens said.
“The Weekend Nutrition
Program is serving 320 chil-
dren this year.

“The nutrition program
for children is in jeopardy,”
she said. “It’s going to be hard
to continue without some
help. We may not make it
through the school year.”

Stephens said the pan-
try has become a lifeline for
many local families.

“We’re serving 80
homebound families (without
transportation),” she said.

The Rev. Glen Eller,
president of the Towns

County Ministerial Associa-
tion praised the work of the
pantry’s volunteer helpers.

“The statistics tell us
what is going on,” he said.
“Thanks to Commissioner
Kendall, David Mullins and
Jim Hicks, this community
lifeline is thriving.”

“Because of our buy-
ing power at the North Geor-
gia Food Bank, $5 can feed
a family of four for a week,”
said Volunteer LaRanda
Mauldin. “It’s hard to believe
how much this food pantry
has helped this community in
such a short time.”

She said that $20 buys
100 pounds of food.

Towns County Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Angel Long attended the
meeting. She was there to
present a $1,000 check to
the food pantry. It was a
portion of the proceeds from
the group’s annual Christmas
Tour of Homes.

“Because of the funds
we raised with the tour, we’re
able to make a donation of
$1,000 to the food pantry,”
she said. “On behalf of the
Towns County Chamber of
Commerce I would like to say
a special thank you to Com-
missioner Kendall, Sheriff
Chris Clinton and Towns
County EMS.

“This check is in honor
of Commissioner Kendall,
Sheriff Clinton and his fabulous
staff and Towns County
EMS,” Long said.

Food Pantry...continued from page 1A
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Dec. 13 feel like zero.
Temperatures felt like

below zero on Dec. 14 as the
mercury dipped to 4 degrees.

Georgia Department of
Transportation road crews
worked throughout the week
to keep local roads passable.

If the region is in for
another round of the white
stuff, expect DOT road
crews to be a bit more pre-
pared this go around. DOT
officials admittedly were
caught off guard by the Dec.
12 storm. They had expected

the storm to arrive at 11 p.m.,
not 3 p.m.

The one group that
won’t be caught off guard
by inclement weather: the
Towns County School Sys-
tem. Students are on Christ-
mas Break until Jan. 3.

yond repair. We have ar-
rested one person in this case
with multiple felonies. The
investigation is still ongoing.
A possibility of additional ar-
rests could happen.

“Jessica Sheridan Van
Nus has been charged with
aggravated assault, arson in the
first degree, criminal attempt
to commit murder, and cruelty
to animals, two counts,” Inves-
tigator Donaldson said. “The
animals did not survive.”

Jessica Van Nus was
arrested by Investigator
Donaldson within a few
hours of law enforcement’s
arrival on the scene.

“We escorted her from
the scene to the hospital and
then she was arrested,” In-
vestigator Donaldson said.
“The initial charge was ag-
gravated assault. The follow
up investigation led to addi-
tional charges.”

Towns County Probate
Judge David Rogers has de-
nied bond for Jessica Van

Nus and the case has been
handed up to Towns County
Superior Court. A Superior
Court judge must set bail for
Jessica Van Nus, Investiga-
tor Donaldson said.

Arrest warrants show
that Jessica Van Nus alleg-
edly struck Deborah Van
Nus with two different
household objects before
setting fire to the residence.

The Towns County
Sheriff’s Office, the state
Fire Marshal’s Office and
Towns County Fire Depart-
ment were involved in the
investigation, Investigator
Donaldson said.

According to arrest
warrants, Jessica Van Nus
is alleged to have struck her
mother with two different
household objects, and then
set the family home on fire,
thus, the charges of aggra-
vated assault and first-de-
gree arson, county arrest
records show.

The charge of criminal

attempt to commit murder
stems from Jessica Van Nus
allegedly setting the home on
fire while her mother was still
inside the residence, arrest
warrants show.

The two charges of
animal cruelty are involved
because Jessica Van Nus’
alleged act of arson caused
the death of two family pets,
arrest warrants show.

As the investigation
continues to unfold, Investi-
gator Donaldson is waiting for
results of evidence sent to the
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion Crime Laboratory.

“With the assistance
of the fire department and
the state Fire Marshal’s
Office, we are still continu-
ing the investigation. The
next step is waiting for re-
sults from the state crime
lab,” Investigator Donaldson
said. “We work well with
Fire Chief Mitch Floyd and
his department and other
agencies.”

G e o r g i a  D e p a r t -
ment of Transportation
r o a d  c r e w s  w o r k e d
around the clock to keep

local roads passable.
By Friday, the fruits

of their labors were evi-
dent as those big yellow

school buses were back
on local roads making the
trip back to Towns County
Schools.

Gibby was celebrated
by fellow board members with
mementos that will remind him
of the last 12 years. He re-
ceived two reminders of the
school’s mascot, the Indians.

He said he’s always
preferred being an Indian
rather than a chief.

“It’s a joy to see all the
buildings, all the advance-
ments of the building pro-
gram and it only had one
purpose and that was to edu-
cate the kids,” Gibby said.
“We worked hard to get
where we are today.”

He also received a
plaque from Roy Perren,
Darren Berrong and Don
Dermody, the principals of
Towns County High School,
Middle School and Elemen-
tary School respectively.

“This truly is a trea-
sure,” he said.

The Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax has

made a big difference in
helping the school achieve its
building program, Gibby said.

“I would encourage
the school reinvest in the
SPLOST in a couple of
years to add a couple of
other things, but I’m real
pleased. I’m just thankful
that I got to serve the time
that I did.”

The school board
opted to let the SPLOST
expire in June to allow the
county to pass a SPLOST
for local capital projects.

Gibby said that the first
term of a board member is
a true learning experience.

“It takes two to three
years to really understand
how the system really
works,” Gibby said. “The
following four years, you can
really begin to become a
very effective board mem-
ber. It takes a couple of
years to build trust within the

board. After that, you begin
to understand how a board
really works; you under-
stand your limitations and
what you’re good at.

“I’m a good media-
tor,” he said. “Over the last
12 years we’ve had some
good times, we’ve ex-
pressed our opinions, ex-
pressed our differences.
But, I’ve enjoyed working
with the boards that I’ve
worked with because when
we came out on the other
end, we were all in agree-
ment of what we wanted to
accomplish.”

Superintendent Dr. Ri-
chard Behrens praised
Gibby’s 12 years of service.

“Bob Gibby has been
a pleasure to work with over
the years,” Dr. Behrens
said. “He’s everything you
would want and expect
from a member of the Board
of Education.”

and toys for their brothers
and sisters and other acces-
sories for their families. The
money they did spend on
themselves went for solid
personal choices as they
bought mostly clothing items
for themselves.

Some picked out fish-
ing rods, lures and other fish-
ing tackle equipment.

After the shopping ad-
venture, the group was
treated to dinner at Georgia
Mountain Restaurant.

While Shop-With-A-
Cop gave these youths a
Christmas they wouldn’t oth-
erwise enjoy, the program
accepts donations year-
round, Hiawassee Police
Chief Jimmy Wright said.

“We got some dona-
tions in today,” Chief Wright
said. “And when we hear
about kids that need some
Christmas help, we’ll do
what we can for them.

“The main thing is the
kids,” said Wright. “We
want them to have a good
Christmas. That means ev-
erything in the world to us.”

BMW rally brings toys to Towns
Towns County Sheriff

Chris Clinton received an
added boost for the Empty
Stocking Fund when the
BMW Motorcycle Club vis-
ited on Sunday.

For the motorcycle club,
Towns County is a regular
stop on their mission of deliv-
ering toys to needy children.

In Towns County alone,
the approximate number of
children in need at Christmas
has nearly doubled since Sher-
iff Clinton took office in De-
cember 2007. That’s when
approximately 135 children
benefited from the Sheriff’s
Empty Stocking Fund. On
Sunday, the number was ap-
proximately 230 children
with more expected to en-
roll before Christmas.

“I can’t say enough
about the BMW Motorcycle
Club and everything they do to
help us each year,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “They came
through again and at a time
when more and more local chil-

dren are faced with the option
of not experiencing Christmas.”

Due to the economy,
donations have declined as
the number of children in
need has risen, but somehow,
Sheriff Clinton said, the
Sheriff’s Office is fulfilling
the requests of those in need.

Of the many contributors
to the Sheriff’s Empty Stocking
Fund, the BMW Motorcycle
Club made its annual ride to
Hiawassee on Sunday to de-

liver toys for the Empty Stock-
ing Fund.  The weather for the
ride was not as cold as previous
years, at a balmy 30 degrees with
bright, warm sunshine.

Sheriff Clinton said he is
thankful for the very gener-
ous donations and involvement
of the community, and is
grateful for Vicki Ellis and
Heather Whitaker, and all
Sheriff’s Office staffers for
ensuring that our local children
in need have Christmas gifts.

Towns County Sheriff Chris Clinton and members of the BMW
Motorcycle Club celebrate another year of giving.

“Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus.” These im-
mortal words printed in an
1897 edition of the New York
Sun were in response to a little
girl’s simple question: is there
a Santa Claus? While the
words are very well-known,
I believe there’s a deeper
message that’s important to
remember at Christmas and
year round. Through all the
skepticism and cynicism of
today’s world, it is faith and
love that ensure a full and
successful life. Just like Vir-
ginia over a hundred years
ago, we must remember to
have faith and believe.

In Francis Parcellus
Church’s response to Virginia,
he wrote that “the most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men
can see.” It’s easy to lose faith
when times are hard, money
is tight, or a loved one is sick.
I believe God should be the
first place we turn for guid-
ance through these difficult
times. Whether in my job as
a pilot, a state senator, a fa-
ther or a husband, I rely on
God as a source of comfort,
courage, strength, patience,

By State Sen. Jim Butterworth
Special to The Towns County Herald

State Sen. Jim Butterworth
and hope. Just because we
can’t see Him, doesn’t mean
He doesn’t exist.

It’s important to keep
in mind that our troubles will
not be magically cured. The
state budget will not grow
overnight because we pray
for it, our bank accounts will
not overflow because we
ask God to make it so and
that fender bender that
blocks all the lanes of I-85
will likely still happen. Be-
lieving and having faith in
God helps us deal with
these obstacles. He gives us
the tools we need to grace-
fully handle life’s problems.

Each time I see the
wonderment of discovery in
my children’s eyes, I am re-
minded that God exists.
When I think about my mar-
riage, I am reminded that
God exists. When I see the
beauty of the North Georgia

mountains, I am reminded
that God exists. This Christ-
mas, I challenge you to re-
member God, and his sacri-
fice, in your lives. Think about
what reaffirms your beliefs
and live each day in His spirit.

Help others to see the
face of God through your
actions. Spread His message
by donating to the Toys for
Tots program, write a letter
to a soldier serving overseas,
volunteer to spend time with
the elderly or simply offer to
take out the trash. God can
often be found in the small-
est of gestures.

As always, I am grate-
ful to you, the 50th Senatorial
district, for electing me to rep-
resent you. I look forward to
serving you and the rest of
Georgia as we move forward.
Please feel free to contact me
at(404) 463.5257 with your
comments or concerns.

My family and I wish you
a very merry and safe Christ-
mas season!

Sen. Jim Butterworth rep-
resents the 50th Senate District
which includes Towns, Rabun,
Habersham, Stephens, Banks,
Franklin, and Hart counties
along with a portion of White
County. He can be reached by
phone at (404) 463.5257.

A Life Lesson from the New York Sun

ished and depraved if not for
the food pantry,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said.

The vision that Mullins
and Hicks shared was build-
ing a food pantry and get-
ting volunteers to run it,
Commissioner Kendall said.

“These two men
planted the seed that got it
all started,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

Mullins and Hicks
wouldn’t let the commis-
sioner deflect all the praise
in their direction.

“Bill Kendall was sold
on the idea as well,” Hicks
said. “It was with the help of
Commissioner Kendall that
the food pantry was born.”

Both Mullins and
Hicks say that their lone ob-
jective was helping their fel-
low man.

“Any time you can
help your fellow man, that
alone is a just reward,”
Mullins said.

Commissioner Kendall
knew that Ninth District
Opportunity was in cramped
quarters at the Senior Cen-
ter. He commissioned the
construction of a 15 x 20
square foot building on Jack
Dayton Circle.

A portion of the build-
ing was used for Ninth Dis-
trict; the remainder was
used for a food pantry.

Since it opened June 1,
2008, the pantry has become
the focal point of a commu-
nity trying to help those less

fortunate than themselves.
In some cases, those who
have helped the food pan-
try are now utilizing the re-
source for themselves be-
cause of less than prosper-
ous economic times.

Community Coordina-
tor Teresa Stephens of
Ninth District says that the
food pantry, through its af-
filiation with the North
Georgia Food Bank, has
been a God send to the
Towns County community.

In 2010, the pantry
has served 16,769 house-
holds versus more than
11,000 in 2009. In 2010, the
pantry utilized 12,361 volun-
teer hours. Also in 2010, the
pantry has handed out
476,293 pounds of food ver-
sus handing out 300,076
pounds in 2009.

“So far, we’ve helped
169 families in 2010 for
Christmas,” Stephens said.
“The Weekend Nutrition
Program is serving 320 chil-
dren this year.

“The nutrition program
for children is in jeopardy,”
she said. “It’s going to be hard
to continue without some
help. We may not make it
through the school year.”

Stephens said the pan-
try has become a lifeline for
many local families.

“We’re serving 80
homebound families (without
transportation),” she said.

The Rev. Glen Eller,
president of the Towns

County Ministerial Associa-
tion praised the work of the
pantry’s volunteer helpers.

“The statistics tell us
what is going on,” he said.
“Thanks to Commissioner
Kendall, David Mullins and
Jim Hicks, this community
lifeline is thriving.”

“Because of our buy-
ing power at the North Geor-
gia Food Bank, $5 can feed
a family of four for a week,”
said Volunteer LaRanda
Mauldin. “It’s hard to believe
how much this food pantry
has helped this community in
such a short time.”

She said that $20 buys
100 pounds of food.

Towns County Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Angel Long attended the
meeting. She was there to
present a $1,000 check to
the food pantry. It was a
portion of the proceeds from
the group’s annual Christmas
Tour of Homes.

“Because of the funds
we raised with the tour, we’re
able to make a donation of
$1,000 to the food pantry,”
she said. “On behalf of the
Towns County Chamber of
Commerce I would like to say
a special thank you to Com-
missioner Kendall, Sheriff
Chris Clinton and Towns
County EMS.

“This check is in honor
of Commissioner Kendall,
Sheriff Clinton and his fabulous
staff and Towns County
EMS,” Long said.
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Dec. 13 feel like zero.
Temperatures felt like

below zero on Dec. 14 as the
mercury dipped to 4 degrees.

Georgia Department of
Transportation road crews
worked throughout the week
to keep local roads passable.

If the region is in for
another round of the white
stuff, expect DOT road
crews to be a bit more pre-
pared this go around. DOT
officials admittedly were
caught off guard by the Dec.
12 storm. They had expected

the storm to arrive at 11 p.m.,
not 3 p.m.

The one group that
won’t be caught off guard
by inclement weather: the
Towns County School Sys-
tem. Students are on Christ-
mas Break until Jan. 3.

yond repair. We have ar-
rested one person in this case
with multiple felonies. The
investigation is still ongoing.
A possibility of additional ar-
rests could happen.

“Jessica Sheridan Van
Nus has been charged with
aggravated assault, arson in the
first degree, criminal attempt
to commit murder, and cruelty
to animals, two counts,” Inves-
tigator Donaldson said. “The
animals did not survive.”

Jessica Van Nus was
arrested by Investigator
Donaldson within a few
hours of law enforcement’s
arrival on the scene.

“We escorted her from
the scene to the hospital and
then she was arrested,” In-
vestigator Donaldson said.
“The initial charge was ag-
gravated assault. The follow
up investigation led to addi-
tional charges.”

Towns County Probate
Judge David Rogers has de-
nied bond for Jessica Van

Nus and the case has been
handed up to Towns County
Superior Court. A Superior
Court judge must set bail for
Jessica Van Nus, Investiga-
tor Donaldson said.

Arrest warrants show
that Jessica Van Nus alleg-
edly struck Deborah Van
Nus with two different
household objects before
setting fire to the residence.

The Towns County
Sheriff’s Office, the state
Fire Marshal’s Office and
Towns County Fire Depart-
ment were involved in the
investigation, Investigator
Donaldson said.

According to arrest
warrants, Jessica Van Nus
is alleged to have struck her
mother with two different
household objects, and then
set the family home on fire,
thus, the charges of aggra-
vated assault and first-de-
gree arson, county arrest
records show.

The charge of criminal

attempt to commit murder
stems from Jessica Van Nus
allegedly setting the home on
fire while her mother was still
inside the residence, arrest
warrants show.

The two charges of
animal cruelty are involved
because Jessica Van Nus’
alleged act of arson caused
the death of two family pets,
arrest warrants show.

As the investigation
continues to unfold, Investi-
gator Donaldson is waiting for
results of evidence sent to the
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion Crime Laboratory.

“With the assistance
of the fire department and
the state Fire Marshal’s
Office, we are still continu-
ing the investigation. The
next step is waiting for re-
sults from the state crime
lab,” Investigator Donaldson
said. “We work well with
Fire Chief Mitch Floyd and
his department and other
agencies.”

G e o r g i a  D e p a r t -
ment of Transportation
r o a d  c r e w s  w o r k e d
around the clock to keep

local roads passable.
By Friday, the fruits

of their labors were evi-
dent as those big yellow

school buses were back
on local roads making the
trip back to Towns County
Schools.

Gibby was celebrated
by fellow board members with
mementos that will remind him
of the last 12 years. He re-
ceived two reminders of the
school’s mascot, the Indians.

He said he’s always
preferred being an Indian
rather than a chief.

“It’s a joy to see all the
buildings, all the advance-
ments of the building pro-
gram and it only had one
purpose and that was to edu-
cate the kids,” Gibby said.
“We worked hard to get
where we are today.”

He also received a
plaque from Roy Perren,
Darren Berrong and Don
Dermody, the principals of
Towns County High School,
Middle School and Elemen-
tary School respectively.

“This truly is a trea-
sure,” he said.

The Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax has

made a big difference in
helping the school achieve its
building program, Gibby said.

“I would encourage
the school reinvest in the
SPLOST in a couple of
years to add a couple of
other things, but I’m real
pleased. I’m just thankful
that I got to serve the time
that I did.”

The school board
opted to let the SPLOST
expire in June to allow the
county to pass a SPLOST
for local capital projects.

Gibby said that the first
term of a board member is
a true learning experience.

“It takes two to three
years to really understand
how the system really
works,” Gibby said. “The
following four years, you can
really begin to become a
very effective board mem-
ber. It takes a couple of
years to build trust within the

board. After that, you begin
to understand how a board
really works; you under-
stand your limitations and
what you’re good at.

“I’m a good media-
tor,” he said. “Over the last
12 years we’ve had some
good times, we’ve ex-
pressed our opinions, ex-
pressed our differences.
But, I’ve enjoyed working
with the boards that I’ve
worked with because when
we came out on the other
end, we were all in agree-
ment of what we wanted to
accomplish.”

Superintendent Dr. Ri-
chard Behrens praised
Gibby’s 12 years of service.

“Bob Gibby has been
a pleasure to work with over
the years,” Dr. Behrens
said. “He’s everything you
would want and expect
from a member of the Board
of Education.”

and toys for their brothers
and sisters and other acces-
sories for their families. The
money they did spend on
themselves went for solid
personal choices as they
bought mostly clothing items
for themselves.

Some picked out fish-
ing rods, lures and other fish-
ing tackle equipment.

After the shopping ad-
venture, the group was
treated to dinner at Georgia
Mountain Restaurant.

While Shop-With-A-
Cop gave these youths a
Christmas they wouldn’t oth-
erwise enjoy, the program
accepts donations year-
round, Hiawassee Police
Chief Jimmy Wright said.

“We got some dona-
tions in today,” Chief Wright
said. “And when we hear
about kids that need some
Christmas help, we’ll do
what we can for them.

“The main thing is the
kids,” said Wright. “We
want them to have a good
Christmas. That means ev-
erything in the world to us.”

BMW rally brings toys to Towns
Towns County Sheriff

Chris Clinton received an
added boost for the Empty
Stocking Fund when the
BMW Motorcycle Club vis-
ited on Sunday.

For the motorcycle club,
Towns County is a regular
stop on their mission of deliv-
ering toys to needy children.

In Towns County alone,
the approximate number of
children in need at Christmas
has nearly doubled since Sher-
iff Clinton took office in De-
cember 2007. That’s when
approximately 135 children
benefited from the Sheriff’s
Empty Stocking Fund. On
Sunday, the number was ap-
proximately 230 children
with more expected to en-
roll before Christmas.

“I can’t say enough
about the BMW Motorcycle
Club and everything they do to
help us each year,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “They came
through again and at a time
when more and more local chil-

dren are faced with the option
of not experiencing Christmas.”

Due to the economy,
donations have declined as
the number of children in
need has risen, but somehow,
Sheriff Clinton said, the
Sheriff’s Office is fulfilling
the requests of those in need.

Of the many contributors
to the Sheriff’s Empty Stocking
Fund, the BMW Motorcycle
Club made its annual ride to
Hiawassee on Sunday to de-

liver toys for the Empty Stock-
ing Fund.  The weather for the
ride was not as cold as previous
years, at a balmy 30 degrees with
bright, warm sunshine.

Sheriff Clinton said he is
thankful for the very gener-
ous donations and involvement
of the community, and is
grateful for Vicki Ellis and
Heather Whitaker, and all
Sheriff’s Office staffers for
ensuring that our local children
in need have Christmas gifts.

Towns County Sheriff Chris Clinton and members of the BMW
Motorcycle Club celebrate another year of giving.

“Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus.” These im-
mortal words printed in an
1897 edition of the New York
Sun were in response to a little
girl’s simple question: is there
a Santa Claus? While the
words are very well-known,
I believe there’s a deeper
message that’s important to
remember at Christmas and
year round. Through all the
skepticism and cynicism of
today’s world, it is faith and
love that ensure a full and
successful life. Just like Vir-
ginia over a hundred years
ago, we must remember to
have faith and believe.

In Francis Parcellus
Church’s response to Virginia,
he wrote that “the most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men
can see.” It’s easy to lose faith
when times are hard, money
is tight, or a loved one is sick.
I believe God should be the
first place we turn for guid-
ance through these difficult
times. Whether in my job as
a pilot, a state senator, a fa-
ther or a husband, I rely on
God as a source of comfort,
courage, strength, patience,

By State Sen. Jim Butterworth
Special to The Towns County Herald

State Sen. Jim Butterworth
and hope. Just because we
can’t see Him, doesn’t mean
He doesn’t exist.

It’s important to keep
in mind that our troubles will
not be magically cured. The
state budget will not grow
overnight because we pray
for it, our bank accounts will
not overflow because we
ask God to make it so and
that fender bender that
blocks all the lanes of I-85
will likely still happen. Be-
lieving and having faith in
God helps us deal with
these obstacles. He gives us
the tools we need to grace-
fully handle life’s problems.

Each time I see the
wonderment of discovery in
my children’s eyes, I am re-
minded that God exists.
When I think about my mar-
riage, I am reminded that
God exists. When I see the
beauty of the North Georgia

mountains, I am reminded
that God exists. This Christ-
mas, I challenge you to re-
member God, and his sacri-
fice, in your lives. Think about
what reaffirms your beliefs
and live each day in His spirit.

Help others to see the
face of God through your
actions. Spread His message
by donating to the Toys for
Tots program, write a letter
to a soldier serving overseas,
volunteer to spend time with
the elderly or simply offer to
take out the trash. God can
often be found in the small-
est of gestures.

As always, I am grate-
ful to you, the 50th Senatorial
district, for electing me to rep-
resent you. I look forward to
serving you and the rest of
Georgia as we move forward.
Please feel free to contact me
at(404) 463.5257 with your
comments or concerns.

My family and I wish you
a very merry and safe Christ-
mas season!

Sen. Jim Butterworth rep-
resents the 50th Senate District
which includes Towns, Rabun,
Habersham, Stephens, Banks,
Franklin, and Hart counties
along with a portion of White
County. He can be reached by
phone at (404) 463.5257.

A Life Lesson from the New York Sun

ished and depraved if not for
the food pantry,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said.

The vision that Mullins
and Hicks shared was build-
ing a food pantry and get-
ting volunteers to run it,
Commissioner Kendall said.

“These two men
planted the seed that got it
all started,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

Mullins and Hicks
wouldn’t let the commis-
sioner deflect all the praise
in their direction.

“Bill Kendall was sold
on the idea as well,” Hicks
said. “It was with the help of
Commissioner Kendall that
the food pantry was born.”

Both Mullins and
Hicks say that their lone ob-
jective was helping their fel-
low man.

“Any time you can
help your fellow man, that
alone is a just reward,”
Mullins said.

Commissioner Kendall
knew that Ninth District
Opportunity was in cramped
quarters at the Senior Cen-
ter. He commissioned the
construction of a 15 x 20
square foot building on Jack
Dayton Circle.

A portion of the build-
ing was used for Ninth Dis-
trict; the remainder was
used for a food pantry.

Since it opened June 1,
2008, the pantry has become
the focal point of a commu-
nity trying to help those less

fortunate than themselves.
In some cases, those who
have helped the food pan-
try are now utilizing the re-
source for themselves be-
cause of less than prosper-
ous economic times.

Community Coordina-
tor Teresa Stephens of
Ninth District says that the
food pantry, through its af-
filiation with the North
Georgia Food Bank, has
been a God send to the
Towns County community.

In 2010, the pantry
has served 16,769 house-
holds versus more than
11,000 in 2009. In 2010, the
pantry utilized 12,361 volun-
teer hours. Also in 2010, the
pantry has handed out
476,293 pounds of food ver-
sus handing out 300,076
pounds in 2009.

“So far, we’ve helped
169 families in 2010 for
Christmas,” Stephens said.
“The Weekend Nutrition
Program is serving 320 chil-
dren this year.

“The nutrition program
for children is in jeopardy,”
she said. “It’s going to be hard
to continue without some
help. We may not make it
through the school year.”

Stephens said the pan-
try has become a lifeline for
many local families.

“We’re serving 80
homebound families (without
transportation),” she said.

The Rev. Glen Eller,
president of the Towns

County Ministerial Associa-
tion praised the work of the
pantry’s volunteer helpers.

“The statistics tell us
what is going on,” he said.
“Thanks to Commissioner
Kendall, David Mullins and
Jim Hicks, this community
lifeline is thriving.”

“Because of our buy-
ing power at the North Geor-
gia Food Bank, $5 can feed
a family of four for a week,”
said Volunteer LaRanda
Mauldin. “It’s hard to believe
how much this food pantry
has helped this community in
such a short time.”

She said that $20 buys
100 pounds of food.

Towns County Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Angel Long attended the
meeting. She was there to
present a $1,000 check to
the food pantry. It was a
portion of the proceeds from
the group’s annual Christmas
Tour of Homes.

“Because of the funds
we raised with the tour, we’re
able to make a donation of
$1,000 to the food pantry,”
she said. “On behalf of the
Towns County Chamber of
Commerce I would like to say
a special thank you to Com-
missioner Kendall, Sheriff
Chris Clinton and Towns
County EMS.

“This check is in honor
of Commissioner Kendall,
Sheriff Clinton and his fabulous
staff and Towns County
EMS,” Long said.
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Dec. 13 feel like zero.
Temperatures felt like

below zero on Dec. 14 as the
mercury dipped to 4 degrees.

Georgia Department of
Transportation road crews
worked throughout the week
to keep local roads passable.

If the region is in for
another round of the white
stuff, expect DOT road
crews to be a bit more pre-
pared this go around. DOT
officials admittedly were
caught off guard by the Dec.
12 storm. They had expected

the storm to arrive at 11 p.m.,
not 3 p.m.

The one group that
won’t be caught off guard
by inclement weather: the
Towns County School Sys-
tem. Students are on Christ-
mas Break until Jan. 3.

yond repair. We have ar-
rested one person in this case
with multiple felonies. The
investigation is still ongoing.
A possibility of additional ar-
rests could happen.

“Jessica Sheridan Van
Nus has been charged with
aggravated assault, arson in the
first degree, criminal attempt
to commit murder, and cruelty
to animals, two counts,” Inves-
tigator Donaldson said. “The
animals did not survive.”

Jessica Van Nus was
arrested by Investigator
Donaldson within a few
hours of law enforcement’s
arrival on the scene.

“We escorted her from
the scene to the hospital and
then she was arrested,” In-
vestigator Donaldson said.
“The initial charge was ag-
gravated assault. The follow
up investigation led to addi-
tional charges.”

Towns County Probate
Judge David Rogers has de-
nied bond for Jessica Van

Nus and the case has been
handed up to Towns County
Superior Court. A Superior
Court judge must set bail for
Jessica Van Nus, Investiga-
tor Donaldson said.

Arrest warrants show
that Jessica Van Nus alleg-
edly struck Deborah Van
Nus with two different
household objects before
setting fire to the residence.

The Towns County
Sheriff’s Office, the state
Fire Marshal’s Office and
Towns County Fire Depart-
ment were involved in the
investigation, Investigator
Donaldson said.

According to arrest
warrants, Jessica Van Nus
is alleged to have struck her
mother with two different
household objects, and then
set the family home on fire,
thus, the charges of aggra-
vated assault and first-de-
gree arson, county arrest
records show.

The charge of criminal

attempt to commit murder
stems from Jessica Van Nus
allegedly setting the home on
fire while her mother was still
inside the residence, arrest
warrants show.

The two charges of
animal cruelty are involved
because Jessica Van Nus’
alleged act of arson caused
the death of two family pets,
arrest warrants show.

As the investigation
continues to unfold, Investi-
gator Donaldson is waiting for
results of evidence sent to the
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion Crime Laboratory.

“With the assistance
of the fire department and
the state Fire Marshal’s
Office, we are still continu-
ing the investigation. The
next step is waiting for re-
sults from the state crime
lab,” Investigator Donaldson
said. “We work well with
Fire Chief Mitch Floyd and
his department and other
agencies.”

G e o r g i a  D e p a r t -
ment of Transportation
r o a d  c r e w s  w o r k e d
around the clock to keep

local roads passable.
By Friday, the fruits

of their labors were evi-
dent as those big yellow

school buses were back
on local roads making the
trip back to Towns County
Schools.

Gibby was celebrated
by fellow board members with
mementos that will remind him
of the last 12 years. He re-
ceived two reminders of the
school’s mascot, the Indians.

He said he’s always
preferred being an Indian
rather than a chief.

“It’s a joy to see all the
buildings, all the advance-
ments of the building pro-
gram and it only had one
purpose and that was to edu-
cate the kids,” Gibby said.
“We worked hard to get
where we are today.”

He also received a
plaque from Roy Perren,
Darren Berrong and Don
Dermody, the principals of
Towns County High School,
Middle School and Elemen-
tary School respectively.

“This truly is a trea-
sure,” he said.

The Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax has

made a big difference in
helping the school achieve its
building program, Gibby said.

“I would encourage
the school reinvest in the
SPLOST in a couple of
years to add a couple of
other things, but I’m real
pleased. I’m just thankful
that I got to serve the time
that I did.”

The school board
opted to let the SPLOST
expire in June to allow the
county to pass a SPLOST
for local capital projects.

Gibby said that the first
term of a board member is
a true learning experience.

“It takes two to three
years to really understand
how the system really
works,” Gibby said. “The
following four years, you can
really begin to become a
very effective board mem-
ber. It takes a couple of
years to build trust within the

board. After that, you begin
to understand how a board
really works; you under-
stand your limitations and
what you’re good at.

“I’m a good media-
tor,” he said. “Over the last
12 years we’ve had some
good times, we’ve ex-
pressed our opinions, ex-
pressed our differences.
But, I’ve enjoyed working
with the boards that I’ve
worked with because when
we came out on the other
end, we were all in agree-
ment of what we wanted to
accomplish.”

Superintendent Dr. Ri-
chard Behrens praised
Gibby’s 12 years of service.

“Bob Gibby has been
a pleasure to work with over
the years,” Dr. Behrens
said. “He’s everything you
would want and expect
from a member of the Board
of Education.”

and toys for their brothers
and sisters and other acces-
sories for their families. The
money they did spend on
themselves went for solid
personal choices as they
bought mostly clothing items
for themselves.

Some picked out fish-
ing rods, lures and other fish-
ing tackle equipment.

After the shopping ad-
venture, the group was
treated to dinner at Georgia
Mountain Restaurant.

While Shop-With-A-
Cop gave these youths a
Christmas they wouldn’t oth-
erwise enjoy, the program
accepts donations year-
round, Hiawassee Police
Chief Jimmy Wright said.

“We got some dona-
tions in today,” Chief Wright
said. “And when we hear
about kids that need some
Christmas help, we’ll do
what we can for them.

“The main thing is the
kids,” said Wright. “We
want them to have a good
Christmas. That means ev-
erything in the world to us.”

BMW rally brings toys to Towns
Towns County Sheriff

Chris Clinton received an
added boost for the Empty
Stocking Fund when the
BMW Motorcycle Club vis-
ited on Sunday.

For the motorcycle club,
Towns County is a regular
stop on their mission of deliv-
ering toys to needy children.

In Towns County alone,
the approximate number of
children in need at Christmas
has nearly doubled since Sher-
iff Clinton took office in De-
cember 2007. That’s when
approximately 135 children
benefited from the Sheriff’s
Empty Stocking Fund. On
Sunday, the number was ap-
proximately 230 children
with more expected to en-
roll before Christmas.

“I can’t say enough
about the BMW Motorcycle
Club and everything they do to
help us each year,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “They came
through again and at a time
when more and more local chil-

dren are faced with the option
of not experiencing Christmas.”

Due to the economy,
donations have declined as
the number of children in
need has risen, but somehow,
Sheriff Clinton said, the
Sheriff’s Office is fulfilling
the requests of those in need.

Of the many contributors
to the Sheriff’s Empty Stocking
Fund, the BMW Motorcycle
Club made its annual ride to
Hiawassee on Sunday to de-

liver toys for the Empty Stock-
ing Fund.  The weather for the
ride was not as cold as previous
years, at a balmy 30 degrees with
bright, warm sunshine.

Sheriff Clinton said he is
thankful for the very gener-
ous donations and involvement
of the community, and is
grateful for Vicki Ellis and
Heather Whitaker, and all
Sheriff’s Office staffers for
ensuring that our local children
in need have Christmas gifts.

Towns County Sheriff Chris Clinton and members of the BMW
Motorcycle Club celebrate another year of giving.

“Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus.” These im-
mortal words printed in an
1897 edition of the New York
Sun were in response to a little
girl’s simple question: is there
a Santa Claus? While the
words are very well-known,
I believe there’s a deeper
message that’s important to
remember at Christmas and
year round. Through all the
skepticism and cynicism of
today’s world, it is faith and
love that ensure a full and
successful life. Just like Vir-
ginia over a hundred years
ago, we must remember to
have faith and believe.

In Francis Parcellus
Church’s response to Virginia,
he wrote that “the most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men
can see.” It’s easy to lose faith
when times are hard, money
is tight, or a loved one is sick.
I believe God should be the
first place we turn for guid-
ance through these difficult
times. Whether in my job as
a pilot, a state senator, a fa-
ther or a husband, I rely on
God as a source of comfort,
courage, strength, patience,

By State Sen. Jim Butterworth
Special to The Towns County Herald

State Sen. Jim Butterworth
and hope. Just because we
can’t see Him, doesn’t mean
He doesn’t exist.

It’s important to keep
in mind that our troubles will
not be magically cured. The
state budget will not grow
overnight because we pray
for it, our bank accounts will
not overflow because we
ask God to make it so and
that fender bender that
blocks all the lanes of I-85
will likely still happen. Be-
lieving and having faith in
God helps us deal with
these obstacles. He gives us
the tools we need to grace-
fully handle life’s problems.

Each time I see the
wonderment of discovery in
my children’s eyes, I am re-
minded that God exists.
When I think about my mar-
riage, I am reminded that
God exists. When I see the
beauty of the North Georgia

mountains, I am reminded
that God exists. This Christ-
mas, I challenge you to re-
member God, and his sacri-
fice, in your lives. Think about
what reaffirms your beliefs
and live each day in His spirit.

Help others to see the
face of God through your
actions. Spread His message
by donating to the Toys for
Tots program, write a letter
to a soldier serving overseas,
volunteer to spend time with
the elderly or simply offer to
take out the trash. God can
often be found in the small-
est of gestures.

As always, I am grate-
ful to you, the 50th Senatorial
district, for electing me to rep-
resent you. I look forward to
serving you and the rest of
Georgia as we move forward.
Please feel free to contact me
at(404) 463.5257 with your
comments or concerns.

My family and I wish you
a very merry and safe Christ-
mas season!

Sen. Jim Butterworth rep-
resents the 50th Senate District
which includes Towns, Rabun,
Habersham, Stephens, Banks,
Franklin, and Hart counties
along with a portion of White
County. He can be reached by
phone at (404) 463.5257.

A Life Lesson from the New York Sun

ished and depraved if not for
the food pantry,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said.

The vision that Mullins
and Hicks shared was build-
ing a food pantry and get-
ting volunteers to run it,
Commissioner Kendall said.

“These two men
planted the seed that got it
all started,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

Mullins and Hicks
wouldn’t let the commis-
sioner deflect all the praise
in their direction.

“Bill Kendall was sold
on the idea as well,” Hicks
said. “It was with the help of
Commissioner Kendall that
the food pantry was born.”

Both Mullins and
Hicks say that their lone ob-
jective was helping their fel-
low man.

“Any time you can
help your fellow man, that
alone is a just reward,”
Mullins said.

Commissioner Kendall
knew that Ninth District
Opportunity was in cramped
quarters at the Senior Cen-
ter. He commissioned the
construction of a 15 x 20
square foot building on Jack
Dayton Circle.

A portion of the build-
ing was used for Ninth Dis-
trict; the remainder was
used for a food pantry.

Since it opened June 1,
2008, the pantry has become
the focal point of a commu-
nity trying to help those less

fortunate than themselves.
In some cases, those who
have helped the food pan-
try are now utilizing the re-
source for themselves be-
cause of less than prosper-
ous economic times.

Community Coordina-
tor Teresa Stephens of
Ninth District says that the
food pantry, through its af-
filiation with the North
Georgia Food Bank, has
been a God send to the
Towns County community.

In 2010, the pantry
has served 16,769 house-
holds versus more than
11,000 in 2009. In 2010, the
pantry utilized 12,361 volun-
teer hours. Also in 2010, the
pantry has handed out
476,293 pounds of food ver-
sus handing out 300,076
pounds in 2009.

“So far, we’ve helped
169 families in 2010 for
Christmas,” Stephens said.
“The Weekend Nutrition
Program is serving 320 chil-
dren this year.

“The nutrition program
for children is in jeopardy,”
she said. “It’s going to be hard
to continue without some
help. We may not make it
through the school year.”

Stephens said the pan-
try has become a lifeline for
many local families.

“We’re serving 80
homebound families (without
transportation),” she said.

The Rev. Glen Eller,
president of the Towns

County Ministerial Associa-
tion praised the work of the
pantry’s volunteer helpers.

“The statistics tell us
what is going on,” he said.
“Thanks to Commissioner
Kendall, David Mullins and
Jim Hicks, this community
lifeline is thriving.”

“Because of our buy-
ing power at the North Geor-
gia Food Bank, $5 can feed
a family of four for a week,”
said Volunteer LaRanda
Mauldin. “It’s hard to believe
how much this food pantry
has helped this community in
such a short time.”

She said that $20 buys
100 pounds of food.

Towns County Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Angel Long attended the
meeting. She was there to
present a $1,000 check to
the food pantry. It was a
portion of the proceeds from
the group’s annual Christmas
Tour of Homes.

“Because of the funds
we raised with the tour, we’re
able to make a donation of
$1,000 to the food pantry,”
she said. “On behalf of the
Towns County Chamber of
Commerce I would like to say
a special thank you to Com-
missioner Kendall, Sheriff
Chris Clinton and Towns
County EMS.

“This check is in honor
of Commissioner Kendall,
Sheriff Clinton and his fabulous
staff and Towns County
EMS,” Long said.
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