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By Bob Garrott, 
Public Affairs Staff Officer for 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 2-3 

Instructors Mark and 
Leslie Moore of the US Coast 

Guard Auxiliary's Northeast 
Georgia Flotilla 2-3 provid-
ed this training Saturday to 
representatives from Union 
County Sheriff's Department 
and School System, the Young 

Harris College Police Depart-
ment, and members of Flotilla 
2-3. The training, presented by 
the Department of Homeland 
Security's Office of Domestic 
Preparedness and New Mexico 

Incident response to terrorist bombing training held

Participants getting hands-on familiarization with military, commer-
cial and improvised explosives. Mark Moore beginning the program’s Powerpoint presentation. 

Institute of Mining and Tech-
nology, provided information 
on recognition of potential ter-
rorism dangers and necessary 
responses to events. Young 
Harris College provided the 
Wilson Lecture Hall as the lo-
cation of this training.

The program gave par-
ticipants a familiarization 
with military and commercial 
explosives, improvised explo-
sive devices and readily avail-
able explosive formulations 
that have been used or could 
be used by terrorists, both for-
eign and domestic. In addition 
to lectures and videos showing 
the effects of explosives, par-
ticipants had an opportunity 
to view and handle explosive 
materials and do practical ex-
ercises in responding to bomb 
threats and similar scenarios. 

The training should bet-
ter prepare local law enforce-
ment and public safety per-
sonnel to respond to terrorist 
incidents and similar events 
in the Northeast Georgia area. 
All participants received cer-
tificates of completion and 
four contact hours (0.4 CEU) 
towards continuing education 
requirements. T(Dec15,G2)SH
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signature song, the one that
put them on the map, All The
Gold in California.

They also sang fan fa-
vorites Houston (Means
I’m One Day Closer to
You), Broken Lady and
America.

The Grammy Award-
winning brothers also sang
patriotic themes in honor of
the men and women serving
on foreign soil before shift-
ing into the holiday mode.

Larry Gatlin pulled

double duty by finishing off
the last verse of Merle
Haggard’s Working Man
Blues while lead singer
Steve Gatlin displayed his
buck dancing skills.

Larry Gatlin later
joined his brothers and the
band to celebrate the holi-
day season. The Gatlins per-
formed Christmas classics
such as The First Noel, Joy
to the World and What
Child is This. Larry Gatlin
also included a solo Christ-

mas classic of his own, No
Star Tonight in Bethlehem.

The Gatlins obliged their
audience with the final encore
performance of Who Are
These People?Americans,
That’s Who.

The performance con-
cluded the 2010 Anderson
Music Hall schedule.

In 2011, The Hall wel-
comes Bill Medley, Charlie
Daniels, Don Williams and
possibly Vince Gill among
others legendary talents.

your peers. The board has
worked very hard to achieve
this goal.”

Participation in the
GSBA Standards for Local
Boards of Education and the
Board of Distinction pro-
gram is voluntary. The stan-
dards program sets bench-
marks or organizational
structure and governance
objectives for local BOEs
that wish to participate in the

program.
In reaching the goal of

Board of Distinction, the
Towns County BOE was in
compliance with GSBA
standards, implemented a
GSBA Leadership Team
Self Assessment Checklist,
formalized the superinten-
dent evaluation incorporat-
ing district goals, established
a Web link to the local
district’s policy manual, es-

tablished a Web link to the
BOE’s list of district goals,
established a Web link to
monthly board meeting
agendas, established a plan
to integrate technology at the
governance level.

GSBA is a voluntary as-
sociation of Georgia’s 180 lo-
cal boards of education. It pro-
vides programs training and
services to assist BOEs in gov-
erning local school systems.

It was CB&T’s way
of being involved in the com-
munity, said CB&T’s City
Executive Juanita Shope.

“Basically, we just
want to give back to the
community,” Shope said.
“We also want the commu-
nity to know that we’re here
and a part of the community.
We definitely appreciate the
community’s support of us.

“We’ll be doing this
again in other restaurants,”
she said. “We sincerely
thank Hank and Mamasu’s
for letting us do this. It was
a great experience, we re-
ally enjoyed it and we look
forward to doing this again

in the future.”
It was a great event, a

lot of folks got to come out
and mingle with us; we got
to meet a lot of new people,”
Shope said. “Today was a
continuous celebration of
Community Bank & Trust in
the Towns County commu-
nity.”

Shope has been at
CB&T Hiawassee since
August. She has loved ev-
ery minute.

“I love Towns County,”
she said. “It’s a beautiful
area, the people are wonder-
ful, and the atmosphere is
welcoming. I love it here and
I think we’re going to do

some good things here.”
Shope said CB&T will

continue to be a part of and
supportive of the community
as it continues to rebound
from the economic hardships
that have faced the country.

“We’re going to be in-
volved in this community,”
she said. “Every where you
turn around, we’re going to
be involved.

“We’ll be working
with the school system, the
Chamber of Commerce, the
Commissioner’s Office, the
city council. We’re going to
be supportive of every thing
that goes on. We’re strong
and we’re here to stay.”

upgrading the water intake at
the water plant, implement-
ing a sidewalk improvement
project, and a pedestrian
crosswalk and turn lane.

Medium level projects
include the Mayor’s Park,
replacing pumps at the wa-
ter plant, the purchase of a
city police station and im-
provements to City Square
and Downtown develop-
ment.

City officials will meet
with Towns County Sole

Commissioner Bill Kendall
and officials from the city of
Young Harris to discuss po-
tential capital projects for
presentation to the public on
a SPLOST referendum.

The two cities must
negotiate with the county
regarding an intergovern-
mental agreement which
would determine the
amount of SPLOST funds
to be shared with the city
of Hiawassee and city of
Young Harris and establish

the priority capital projects
list for the referendum.

In other business, the
council voted that the Towns
County Joint Community As-
sessment and Participation
Program be submitted to the
Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission to begin the re-
gional and state review pro-
cess of the joint Service De-
livery plan.

A plan extension until
Jan. 1 was recently agreed
to by the city and the county.

steady approach to climb a
slick, icy hill. The moment
you take your foot off the
gas, you’re going in four dif-
ferent directions.”

It wasn’t any better on
Young Harris Mountain on
Sunday as more than a dozen
vehicles went ice skating as
they attempted to make the
steep mountain grade. The
icy road conditions kept
Towns County sheriff ’s
deputies out in the cold.

It was early monitor-
ing of road conditions that
led Dr. Behrens to cancel
classes for Monday on Sun-
day at 5:30 p.m. He made
the call for Tuesday classes
at 5 p.m. on Monday.

Dr. Behrens made his
decisions due to the unmerci-
ful weather conditions and hor-
rendous road circumstances
throughout the county.

“Every report we re-
ceived was bad news,” Dr.
Behrens said. “This is start-
ing to remind me of the
weather conditions we ex-

perienced in January and
that’s not good news either.”

During the second
week of January, snow
started on a Thursday, lead-
ing to early closing of classes
at midday. Classes also were
closed on Friday, the follow-
ing Monday and Tuesday. It
was Wednesday before
classes resumed at Towns
County Schools as ground
temperatures finally rose
above freezing allowing sec-
ondary roads to thaw.

“I’m not sure if we’re
going to make it to classes
this Wednesday,” Dr.
Behrens said.

The inclement weather
conditions on Sunday
prompted the usual mad
rush to the stores to stock
up on staples that included
sandwich bread and milk.

Ingles and Dill’s Food
City had their share of cus-
tomers as did Fred’s and
Dollar General Store in
Downtown Hiawassee.

Those who didn’t make

it Sunday, made it on Monday.
Alexis, Sierra and Lisa

Oakes of Hiawassee braved
the freezing temperatures to
shop at Dollar General
Store on Main Street. It
didn’t take long for the store
to sell out of milk and bread.

“We might be consid-
ered crazy for being out in this
weather,” Lisa Oakes said.
“But if you don’t know how
long this weather is going to
last, you got to have the ba-
sics to make it through.”

Kenny, Alisha and
Selena Silvers of Hiawas-
see also braved the elements
to get some needed supplies
before dark.

“I’d rather be out here
in the daytime than at
night,” Kenny Silvers said.

At press time, the un-
invited winter conditions
persisted throughout the re-
gion. A decision on whether
classes at Towns County
School would be in session
on Wednesday was not
available at press time.

Young Harris goes solar power

The city of Young Harris
is going solar.

With funding provided
by a renewable energy grant by
Georgia Environmental Finance
Authority, the city is installing
solar panels on six sites, includ-
ing City Hall. These installa-
tions will provide a yearly cost
savings equivalent to roughly
the amount of power that City
Hall uses every two years.

The Renewable Energy
Project is part of a statewide ef-
fort to educate the public about
renewable energies, including
photovoltaics, or solar power. 
The purpose of the grant also
is to support local small
businesses, entering into the
renewable energies domain.  

The successful comple-
tion of the sites will be a direct
result of a combined effort be-
tween GEFA, the city of Young
Harris, Automation and Posi-
tioning LLC, Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC, and the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
(TVA).

The renewable, earth

friendly source of energy will
supplement the city’s power
usage by generating power
from the sun and placing it in
the power grid.

City Hall and the City
Park Restrooms will be the ini-
tial projects completed. Other
sites include McEachern
Street well pumps, Swanson
Street well pumps, Main Street

Anderson-Paris project continues
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

The Anderson-Paris
Pioneer Park Committee
met last week at Daniels
Steakhouse to present Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds
General Manager Hilda
Thomason with a check to-
wards the construction of
the park.

The group, which in-
cludes Thomason, Charles
Nicholson, Clay Dotson,
Marc Buttrill, Jane Holland,
Angel Long, Mickey
Shearouse, Jane Hindsman
and Brenda McKinney, has
met for the past three
months to organize the cel-
ebration of community icons
Dick Paris and Elois Ander-
son, Thomason said.

On Wednesday, the
group presented Thomason
with a significant check to
aid in the construction of the
Anderson-Paris Pioneer
Park at the Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds.

“We met every two
weeks and we just assigned
different people to different
projects,” Thomason said. “It
was definitely a team effort.”

The committee is still
working as the full amount
needed to complete the
project hasn’t been raised.

“We’re going to need
about $12,000 total to com-
plete the Pioneer Park
project,” Thomason said.
“Money is still coming in, but
we haven’t reached our fi-
nal goal.”

Construction has
started on the project, most
significantly trail develop-
ment. Jeff Waldroup, who
has donated not only finan-
cially, but in materials, time
and labor, is overseeing that

part of the project; Matt
Turpin of Turpin’s Wrecker
Service has donated the ex-
cavation equipment.

“And Catherine
Hansen of The Plant Stand
has been absolutely wonder-
ful,” Thomason said. “She
did the park’s design and pre-
sented it at the celebration
at Anderson Music Hall.

“She’s down there
kind of overseeing the
project, she laid the trails
out,” Thomason said. “My
guys down at the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds have
come in and hauled all the
leaves out of there. We ac-
tually tore down one build-
ing that was rotting and
we’ve got to rebuild the
fence where the water
wheel is.

“Jeff (Waldroup) is
going to donate some rails
for that,” she said.

Also part of the con-
struction includes building a
stage,” Thomason said.

“Bud Parker, the
president of the Fair-
grounds, is overseeing that

project,” she said. “He’s get-
ting tips from Jim Wood on
building the stage.”

Thomason said that
there’s much work to do in
development of the plant life
at the park.

“We’re also going to
need some more money to
buy the picnic tables and
benches,” she said.

The group has $8,000
raised for the project,
Thomason said.

“We hope people will
continue to contribute until
we get the $12,000 needed
to finish the project.

“Ultimately, this is a
tribute to Dick Paris and
Elois Anderson,” she said.
“This is the community’s
way of honoring their lives.
This is the perfect way to
honor them. Dick is one of
the ones that helped get the
Fair started. Elois has been
a blessing for the Fair-
grounds over the years.”

Anderson-Paris Pio-
neer Park is projected to
open in July in time for the
61st Georgia Mountain Fair.

well pumps and the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant.

The project  wil l  be
completed by March, accord-
ing to the city’s Solar Web
site.

Upon completion, the
money saved by the project will
reduce the city’s power costs and
allow more money to be used for
public services.

A solar energy project is underway at City Hall. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Hilda Thomason accepts a check on behalf of the Anderson-
Paris Pioneer Park Project at Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds.

If the weekend was an indication, it could be a very white winter. Photos by Charles Duncan
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signature song, the one that
put them on the map, All The
Gold in California.

They also sang fan fa-
vorites Houston (Means
I’m One Day Closer to
You), Broken Lady and
America.

The Grammy Award-
winning brothers also sang
patriotic themes in honor of
the men and women serving
on foreign soil before shift-
ing into the holiday mode.

Larry Gatlin pulled

double duty by finishing off
the last verse of Merle
Haggard’s Working Man
Blues while lead singer
Steve Gatlin displayed his
buck dancing skills.

Larry Gatlin later
joined his brothers and the
band to celebrate the holi-
day season. The Gatlins per-
formed Christmas classics
such as The First Noel, Joy
to the World and What
Child is This. Larry Gatlin
also included a solo Christ-

mas classic of his own, No
Star Tonight in Bethlehem.

The Gatlins obliged their
audience with the final encore
performance of Who Are
These People?Americans,
That’s Who.

The performance con-
cluded the 2010 Anderson
Music Hall schedule.

In 2011, The Hall wel-
comes Bill Medley, Charlie
Daniels, Don Williams and
possibly Vince Gill among
others legendary talents.

your peers. The board has
worked very hard to achieve
this goal.”

Participation in the
GSBA Standards for Local
Boards of Education and the
Board of Distinction pro-
gram is voluntary. The stan-
dards program sets bench-
marks or organizational
structure and governance
objectives for local BOEs
that wish to participate in the

program.
In reaching the goal of

Board of Distinction, the
Towns County BOE was in
compliance with GSBA
standards, implemented a
GSBA Leadership Team
Self Assessment Checklist,
formalized the superinten-
dent evaluation incorporat-
ing district goals, established
a Web link to the local
district’s policy manual, es-

tablished a Web link to the
BOE’s list of district goals,
established a Web link to
monthly board meeting
agendas, established a plan
to integrate technology at the
governance level.

GSBA is a voluntary as-
sociation of Georgia’s 180 lo-
cal boards of education. It pro-
vides programs training and
services to assist BOEs in gov-
erning local school systems.

It was CB&T’s way
of being involved in the com-
munity, said CB&T’s City
Executive Juanita Shope.

“Basically, we just
want to give back to the
community,” Shope said.
“We also want the commu-
nity to know that we’re here
and a part of the community.
We definitely appreciate the
community’s support of us.

“We’ll be doing this
again in other restaurants,”
she said. “We sincerely
thank Hank and Mamasu’s
for letting us do this. It was
a great experience, we re-
ally enjoyed it and we look
forward to doing this again

in the future.”
It was a great event, a

lot of folks got to come out
and mingle with us; we got
to meet a lot of new people,”
Shope said. “Today was a
continuous celebration of
Community Bank & Trust in
the Towns County commu-
nity.”

Shope has been at
CB&T Hiawassee since
August. She has loved ev-
ery minute.

“I love Towns County,”
she said. “It’s a beautiful
area, the people are wonder-
ful, and the atmosphere is
welcoming. I love it here and
I think we’re going to do

some good things here.”
Shope said CB&T will

continue to be a part of and
supportive of the community
as it continues to rebound
from the economic hardships
that have faced the country.

“We’re going to be in-
volved in this community,”
she said. “Every where you
turn around, we’re going to
be involved.

“We’ll be working
with the school system, the
Chamber of Commerce, the
Commissioner’s Office, the
city council. We’re going to
be supportive of every thing
that goes on. We’re strong
and we’re here to stay.”

upgrading the water intake at
the water plant, implement-
ing a sidewalk improvement
project, and a pedestrian
crosswalk and turn lane.

Medium level projects
include the Mayor’s Park,
replacing pumps at the wa-
ter plant, the purchase of a
city police station and im-
provements to City Square
and Downtown develop-
ment.

City officials will meet
with Towns County Sole

Commissioner Bill Kendall
and officials from the city of
Young Harris to discuss po-
tential capital projects for
presentation to the public on
a SPLOST referendum.

The two cities must
negotiate with the county
regarding an intergovern-
mental agreement which
would determine the
amount of SPLOST funds
to be shared with the city
of Hiawassee and city of
Young Harris and establish

the priority capital projects
list for the referendum.

In other business, the
council voted that the Towns
County Joint Community As-
sessment and Participation
Program be submitted to the
Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission to begin the re-
gional and state review pro-
cess of the joint Service De-
livery plan.

A plan extension until
Jan. 1 was recently agreed
to by the city and the county.

steady approach to climb a
slick, icy hill. The moment
you take your foot off the
gas, you’re going in four dif-
ferent directions.”

It wasn’t any better on
Young Harris Mountain on
Sunday as more than a dozen
vehicles went ice skating as
they attempted to make the
steep mountain grade. The
icy road conditions kept
Towns County sheriff ’s
deputies out in the cold.

It was early monitor-
ing of road conditions that
led Dr. Behrens to cancel
classes for Monday on Sun-
day at 5:30 p.m. He made
the call for Tuesday classes
at 5 p.m. on Monday.

Dr. Behrens made his
decisions due to the unmerci-
ful weather conditions and hor-
rendous road circumstances
throughout the county.

“Every report we re-
ceived was bad news,” Dr.
Behrens said. “This is start-
ing to remind me of the
weather conditions we ex-

perienced in January and
that’s not good news either.”

During the second
week of January, snow
started on a Thursday, lead-
ing to early closing of classes
at midday. Classes also were
closed on Friday, the follow-
ing Monday and Tuesday. It
was Wednesday before
classes resumed at Towns
County Schools as ground
temperatures finally rose
above freezing allowing sec-
ondary roads to thaw.

“I’m not sure if we’re
going to make it to classes
this Wednesday,” Dr.
Behrens said.

The inclement weather
conditions on Sunday
prompted the usual mad
rush to the stores to stock
up on staples that included
sandwich bread and milk.

Ingles and Dill’s Food
City had their share of cus-
tomers as did Fred’s and
Dollar General Store in
Downtown Hiawassee.

Those who didn’t make

it Sunday, made it on Monday.
Alexis, Sierra and Lisa

Oakes of Hiawassee braved
the freezing temperatures to
shop at Dollar General
Store on Main Street. It
didn’t take long for the store
to sell out of milk and bread.

“We might be consid-
ered crazy for being out in this
weather,” Lisa Oakes said.
“But if you don’t know how
long this weather is going to
last, you got to have the ba-
sics to make it through.”

Kenny, Alisha and
Selena Silvers of Hiawas-
see also braved the elements
to get some needed supplies
before dark.

“I’d rather be out here
in the daytime than at
night,” Kenny Silvers said.

At press time, the un-
invited winter conditions
persisted throughout the re-
gion. A decision on whether
classes at Towns County
School would be in session
on Wednesday was not
available at press time.

Young Harris goes solar power

The city of Young Harris
is going solar.

With funding provided
by a renewable energy grant by
Georgia Environmental Finance
Authority, the city is installing
solar panels on six sites, includ-
ing City Hall. These installa-
tions will provide a yearly cost
savings equivalent to roughly
the amount of power that City
Hall uses every two years.

The Renewable Energy
Project is part of a statewide ef-
fort to educate the public about
renewable energies, including
photovoltaics, or solar power. 
The purpose of the grant also
is to support local small
businesses, entering into the
renewable energies domain.  

The successful comple-
tion of the sites will be a direct
result of a combined effort be-
tween GEFA, the city of Young
Harris, Automation and Posi-
tioning LLC, Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC, and the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
(TVA).

The renewable, earth

friendly source of energy will
supplement the city’s power
usage by generating power
from the sun and placing it in
the power grid.

City Hall and the City
Park Restrooms will be the ini-
tial projects completed. Other
sites include McEachern
Street well pumps, Swanson
Street well pumps, Main Street

Anderson-Paris project continues
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

The Anderson-Paris
Pioneer Park Committee
met last week at Daniels
Steakhouse to present Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds
General Manager Hilda
Thomason with a check to-
wards the construction of
the park.

The group, which in-
cludes Thomason, Charles
Nicholson, Clay Dotson,
Marc Buttrill, Jane Holland,
Angel Long, Mickey
Shearouse, Jane Hindsman
and Brenda McKinney, has
met for the past three
months to organize the cel-
ebration of community icons
Dick Paris and Elois Ander-
son, Thomason said.

On Wednesday, the
group presented Thomason
with a significant check to
aid in the construction of the
Anderson-Paris Pioneer
Park at the Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds.

“We met every two
weeks and we just assigned
different people to different
projects,” Thomason said. “It
was definitely a team effort.”

The committee is still
working as the full amount
needed to complete the
project hasn’t been raised.

“We’re going to need
about $12,000 total to com-
plete the Pioneer Park
project,” Thomason said.
“Money is still coming in, but
we haven’t reached our fi-
nal goal.”

Construction has
started on the project, most
significantly trail develop-
ment. Jeff Waldroup, who
has donated not only finan-
cially, but in materials, time
and labor, is overseeing that

part of the project; Matt
Turpin of Turpin’s Wrecker
Service has donated the ex-
cavation equipment.

“And Catherine
Hansen of The Plant Stand
has been absolutely wonder-
ful,” Thomason said. “She
did the park’s design and pre-
sented it at the celebration
at Anderson Music Hall.

“She’s down there
kind of overseeing the
project, she laid the trails
out,” Thomason said. “My
guys down at the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds have
come in and hauled all the
leaves out of there. We ac-
tually tore down one build-
ing that was rotting and
we’ve got to rebuild the
fence where the water
wheel is.

“Jeff (Waldroup) is
going to donate some rails
for that,” she said.

Also part of the con-
struction includes building a
stage,” Thomason said.

“Bud Parker, the
president of the Fair-
grounds, is overseeing that

project,” she said. “He’s get-
ting tips from Jim Wood on
building the stage.”

Thomason said that
there’s much work to do in
development of the plant life
at the park.

“We’re also going to
need some more money to
buy the picnic tables and
benches,” she said.

The group has $8,000
raised for the project,
Thomason said.

“We hope people will
continue to contribute until
we get the $12,000 needed
to finish the project.

“Ultimately, this is a
tribute to Dick Paris and
Elois Anderson,” she said.
“This is the community’s
way of honoring their lives.
This is the perfect way to
honor them. Dick is one of
the ones that helped get the
Fair started. Elois has been
a blessing for the Fair-
grounds over the years.”

Anderson-Paris Pio-
neer Park is projected to
open in July in time for the
61st Georgia Mountain Fair.

well pumps and the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant.

The project  wil l  be
completed by March, accord-
ing to the city’s Solar Web
site.

Upon completion, the
money saved by the project will
reduce the city’s power costs and
allow more money to be used for
public services.

A solar energy project is underway at City Hall. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Hilda Thomason accepts a check on behalf of the Anderson-
Paris Pioneer Park Project at Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds.

If the weekend was an indication, it could be a very white winter. Photos by Charles Duncan
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signature song, the one that
put them on the map, All The
Gold in California.

They also sang fan fa-
vorites Houston (Means
I’m One Day Closer to
You), Broken Lady and
America.

The Grammy Award-
winning brothers also sang
patriotic themes in honor of
the men and women serving
on foreign soil before shift-
ing into the holiday mode.

Larry Gatlin pulled

double duty by finishing off
the last verse of Merle
Haggard’s Working Man
Blues while lead singer
Steve Gatlin displayed his
buck dancing skills.

Larry Gatlin later
joined his brothers and the
band to celebrate the holi-
day season. The Gatlins per-
formed Christmas classics
such as The First Noel, Joy
to the World and What
Child is This. Larry Gatlin
also included a solo Christ-

mas classic of his own, No
Star Tonight in Bethlehem.

The Gatlins obliged their
audience with the final encore
performance of Who Are
These People?Americans,
That’s Who.

The performance con-
cluded the 2010 Anderson
Music Hall schedule.

In 2011, The Hall wel-
comes Bill Medley, Charlie
Daniels, Don Williams and
possibly Vince Gill among
others legendary talents.

your peers. The board has
worked very hard to achieve
this goal.”

Participation in the
GSBA Standards for Local
Boards of Education and the
Board of Distinction pro-
gram is voluntary. The stan-
dards program sets bench-
marks or organizational
structure and governance
objectives for local BOEs
that wish to participate in the

program.
In reaching the goal of

Board of Distinction, the
Towns County BOE was in
compliance with GSBA
standards, implemented a
GSBA Leadership Team
Self Assessment Checklist,
formalized the superinten-
dent evaluation incorporat-
ing district goals, established
a Web link to the local
district’s policy manual, es-

tablished a Web link to the
BOE’s list of district goals,
established a Web link to
monthly board meeting
agendas, established a plan
to integrate technology at the
governance level.

GSBA is a voluntary as-
sociation of Georgia’s 180 lo-
cal boards of education. It pro-
vides programs training and
services to assist BOEs in gov-
erning local school systems.

It was CB&T’s way
of being involved in the com-
munity, said CB&T’s City
Executive Juanita Shope.

“Basically, we just
want to give back to the
community,” Shope said.
“We also want the commu-
nity to know that we’re here
and a part of the community.
We definitely appreciate the
community’s support of us.

“We’ll be doing this
again in other restaurants,”
she said. “We sincerely
thank Hank and Mamasu’s
for letting us do this. It was
a great experience, we re-
ally enjoyed it and we look
forward to doing this again

in the future.”
It was a great event, a

lot of folks got to come out
and mingle with us; we got
to meet a lot of new people,”
Shope said. “Today was a
continuous celebration of
Community Bank & Trust in
the Towns County commu-
nity.”

Shope has been at
CB&T Hiawassee since
August. She has loved ev-
ery minute.

“I love Towns County,”
she said. “It’s a beautiful
area, the people are wonder-
ful, and the atmosphere is
welcoming. I love it here and
I think we’re going to do

some good things here.”
Shope said CB&T will

continue to be a part of and
supportive of the community
as it continues to rebound
from the economic hardships
that have faced the country.

“We’re going to be in-
volved in this community,”
she said. “Every where you
turn around, we’re going to
be involved.

“We’ll be working
with the school system, the
Chamber of Commerce, the
Commissioner’s Office, the
city council. We’re going to
be supportive of every thing
that goes on. We’re strong
and we’re here to stay.”

upgrading the water intake at
the water plant, implement-
ing a sidewalk improvement
project, and a pedestrian
crosswalk and turn lane.

Medium level projects
include the Mayor’s Park,
replacing pumps at the wa-
ter plant, the purchase of a
city police station and im-
provements to City Square
and Downtown develop-
ment.

City officials will meet
with Towns County Sole

Commissioner Bill Kendall
and officials from the city of
Young Harris to discuss po-
tential capital projects for
presentation to the public on
a SPLOST referendum.

The two cities must
negotiate with the county
regarding an intergovern-
mental agreement which
would determine the
amount of SPLOST funds
to be shared with the city
of Hiawassee and city of
Young Harris and establish

the priority capital projects
list for the referendum.

In other business, the
council voted that the Towns
County Joint Community As-
sessment and Participation
Program be submitted to the
Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission to begin the re-
gional and state review pro-
cess of the joint Service De-
livery plan.

A plan extension until
Jan. 1 was recently agreed
to by the city and the county.

steady approach to climb a
slick, icy hill. The moment
you take your foot off the
gas, you’re going in four dif-
ferent directions.”

It wasn’t any better on
Young Harris Mountain on
Sunday as more than a dozen
vehicles went ice skating as
they attempted to make the
steep mountain grade. The
icy road conditions kept
Towns County sheriff ’s
deputies out in the cold.

It was early monitor-
ing of road conditions that
led Dr. Behrens to cancel
classes for Monday on Sun-
day at 5:30 p.m. He made
the call for Tuesday classes
at 5 p.m. on Monday.

Dr. Behrens made his
decisions due to the unmerci-
ful weather conditions and hor-
rendous road circumstances
throughout the county.

“Every report we re-
ceived was bad news,” Dr.
Behrens said. “This is start-
ing to remind me of the
weather conditions we ex-

perienced in January and
that’s not good news either.”

During the second
week of January, snow
started on a Thursday, lead-
ing to early closing of classes
at midday. Classes also were
closed on Friday, the follow-
ing Monday and Tuesday. It
was Wednesday before
classes resumed at Towns
County Schools as ground
temperatures finally rose
above freezing allowing sec-
ondary roads to thaw.

“I’m not sure if we’re
going to make it to classes
this Wednesday,” Dr.
Behrens said.

The inclement weather
conditions on Sunday
prompted the usual mad
rush to the stores to stock
up on staples that included
sandwich bread and milk.

Ingles and Dill’s Food
City had their share of cus-
tomers as did Fred’s and
Dollar General Store in
Downtown Hiawassee.

Those who didn’t make

it Sunday, made it on Monday.
Alexis, Sierra and Lisa

Oakes of Hiawassee braved
the freezing temperatures to
shop at Dollar General
Store on Main Street. It
didn’t take long for the store
to sell out of milk and bread.

“We might be consid-
ered crazy for being out in this
weather,” Lisa Oakes said.
“But if you don’t know how
long this weather is going to
last, you got to have the ba-
sics to make it through.”

Kenny, Alisha and
Selena Silvers of Hiawas-
see also braved the elements
to get some needed supplies
before dark.

“I’d rather be out here
in the daytime than at
night,” Kenny Silvers said.

At press time, the un-
invited winter conditions
persisted throughout the re-
gion. A decision on whether
classes at Towns County
School would be in session
on Wednesday was not
available at press time.

Young Harris goes solar power

The city of Young Harris
is going solar.

With funding provided
by a renewable energy grant by
Georgia Environmental Finance
Authority, the city is installing
solar panels on six sites, includ-
ing City Hall. These installa-
tions will provide a yearly cost
savings equivalent to roughly
the amount of power that City
Hall uses every two years.

The Renewable Energy
Project is part of a statewide ef-
fort to educate the public about
renewable energies, including
photovoltaics, or solar power. 
The purpose of the grant also
is to support local small
businesses, entering into the
renewable energies domain.  

The successful comple-
tion of the sites will be a direct
result of a combined effort be-
tween GEFA, the city of Young
Harris, Automation and Posi-
tioning LLC, Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC, and the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
(TVA).

The renewable, earth

friendly source of energy will
supplement the city’s power
usage by generating power
from the sun and placing it in
the power grid.

City Hall and the City
Park Restrooms will be the ini-
tial projects completed. Other
sites include McEachern
Street well pumps, Swanson
Street well pumps, Main Street

Anderson-Paris project continues
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

The Anderson-Paris
Pioneer Park Committee
met last week at Daniels
Steakhouse to present Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds
General Manager Hilda
Thomason with a check to-
wards the construction of
the park.

The group, which in-
cludes Thomason, Charles
Nicholson, Clay Dotson,
Marc Buttrill, Jane Holland,
Angel Long, Mickey
Shearouse, Jane Hindsman
and Brenda McKinney, has
met for the past three
months to organize the cel-
ebration of community icons
Dick Paris and Elois Ander-
son, Thomason said.

On Wednesday, the
group presented Thomason
with a significant check to
aid in the construction of the
Anderson-Paris Pioneer
Park at the Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds.

“We met every two
weeks and we just assigned
different people to different
projects,” Thomason said. “It
was definitely a team effort.”

The committee is still
working as the full amount
needed to complete the
project hasn’t been raised.

“We’re going to need
about $12,000 total to com-
plete the Pioneer Park
project,” Thomason said.
“Money is still coming in, but
we haven’t reached our fi-
nal goal.”

Construction has
started on the project, most
significantly trail develop-
ment. Jeff Waldroup, who
has donated not only finan-
cially, but in materials, time
and labor, is overseeing that

part of the project; Matt
Turpin of Turpin’s Wrecker
Service has donated the ex-
cavation equipment.

“And Catherine
Hansen of The Plant Stand
has been absolutely wonder-
ful,” Thomason said. “She
did the park’s design and pre-
sented it at the celebration
at Anderson Music Hall.

“She’s down there
kind of overseeing the
project, she laid the trails
out,” Thomason said. “My
guys down at the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds have
come in and hauled all the
leaves out of there. We ac-
tually tore down one build-
ing that was rotting and
we’ve got to rebuild the
fence where the water
wheel is.

“Jeff (Waldroup) is
going to donate some rails
for that,” she said.

Also part of the con-
struction includes building a
stage,” Thomason said.

“Bud Parker, the
president of the Fair-
grounds, is overseeing that

project,” she said. “He’s get-
ting tips from Jim Wood on
building the stage.”

Thomason said that
there’s much work to do in
development of the plant life
at the park.

“We’re also going to
need some more money to
buy the picnic tables and
benches,” she said.

The group has $8,000
raised for the project,
Thomason said.

“We hope people will
continue to contribute until
we get the $12,000 needed
to finish the project.

“Ultimately, this is a
tribute to Dick Paris and
Elois Anderson,” she said.
“This is the community’s
way of honoring their lives.
This is the perfect way to
honor them. Dick is one of
the ones that helped get the
Fair started. Elois has been
a blessing for the Fair-
grounds over the years.”

Anderson-Paris Pio-
neer Park is projected to
open in July in time for the
61st Georgia Mountain Fair.

well pumps and the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant.

The project  wil l  be
completed by March, accord-
ing to the city’s Solar Web
site.

Upon completion, the
money saved by the project will
reduce the city’s power costs and
allow more money to be used for
public services.

A solar energy project is underway at City Hall. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Hilda Thomason accepts a check on behalf of the Anderson-
Paris Pioneer Park Project at Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds.

If the weekend was an indication, it could be a very white winter. Photos by Charles Duncan
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By James Reese
Towns County Herald
tcherald@windstream.net

signature song, the one that
put them on the map, All The
Gold in California.

They also sang fan fa-
vorites Houston (Means
I’m One Day Closer to
You), Broken Lady and
America.

The Grammy Award-
winning brothers also sang
patriotic themes in honor of
the men and women serving
on foreign soil before shift-
ing into the holiday mode.

Larry Gatlin pulled

double duty by finishing off
the last verse of Merle
Haggard’s Working Man
Blues while lead singer
Steve Gatlin displayed his
buck dancing skills.

Larry Gatlin later
joined his brothers and the
band to celebrate the holi-
day season. The Gatlins per-
formed Christmas classics
such as The First Noel, Joy
to the World and What
Child is This. Larry Gatlin
also included a solo Christ-

mas classic of his own, No
Star Tonight in Bethlehem.

The Gatlins obliged their
audience with the final encore
performance of Who Are
These People?Americans,
That’s Who.

The performance con-
cluded the 2010 Anderson
Music Hall schedule.

In 2011, The Hall wel-
comes Bill Medley, Charlie
Daniels, Don Williams and
possibly Vince Gill among
others legendary talents.

your peers. The board has
worked very hard to achieve
this goal.”

Participation in the
GSBA Standards for Local
Boards of Education and the
Board of Distinction pro-
gram is voluntary. The stan-
dards program sets bench-
marks or organizational
structure and governance
objectives for local BOEs
that wish to participate in the

program.
In reaching the goal of

Board of Distinction, the
Towns County BOE was in
compliance with GSBA
standards, implemented a
GSBA Leadership Team
Self Assessment Checklist,
formalized the superinten-
dent evaluation incorporat-
ing district goals, established
a Web link to the local
district’s policy manual, es-

tablished a Web link to the
BOE’s list of district goals,
established a Web link to
monthly board meeting
agendas, established a plan
to integrate technology at the
governance level.

GSBA is a voluntary as-
sociation of Georgia’s 180 lo-
cal boards of education. It pro-
vides programs training and
services to assist BOEs in gov-
erning local school systems.

It was CB&T’s way
of being involved in the com-
munity, said CB&T’s City
Executive Juanita Shope.

“Basically, we just
want to give back to the
community,” Shope said.
“We also want the commu-
nity to know that we’re here
and a part of the community.
We definitely appreciate the
community’s support of us.

“We’ll be doing this
again in other restaurants,”
she said. “We sincerely
thank Hank and Mamasu’s
for letting us do this. It was
a great experience, we re-
ally enjoyed it and we look
forward to doing this again

in the future.”
It was a great event, a

lot of folks got to come out
and mingle with us; we got
to meet a lot of new people,”
Shope said. “Today was a
continuous celebration of
Community Bank & Trust in
the Towns County commu-
nity.”

Shope has been at
CB&T Hiawassee since
August. She has loved ev-
ery minute.

“I love Towns County,”
she said. “It’s a beautiful
area, the people are wonder-
ful, and the atmosphere is
welcoming. I love it here and
I think we’re going to do

some good things here.”
Shope said CB&T will

continue to be a part of and
supportive of the community
as it continues to rebound
from the economic hardships
that have faced the country.

“We’re going to be in-
volved in this community,”
she said. “Every where you
turn around, we’re going to
be involved.

“We’ll be working
with the school system, the
Chamber of Commerce, the
Commissioner’s Office, the
city council. We’re going to
be supportive of every thing
that goes on. We’re strong
and we’re here to stay.”

upgrading the water intake at
the water plant, implement-
ing a sidewalk improvement
project, and a pedestrian
crosswalk and turn lane.

Medium level projects
include the Mayor’s Park,
replacing pumps at the wa-
ter plant, the purchase of a
city police station and im-
provements to City Square
and Downtown develop-
ment.

City officials will meet
with Towns County Sole

Commissioner Bill Kendall
and officials from the city of
Young Harris to discuss po-
tential capital projects for
presentation to the public on
a SPLOST referendum.

The two cities must
negotiate with the county
regarding an intergovern-
mental agreement which
would determine the
amount of SPLOST funds
to be shared with the city
of Hiawassee and city of
Young Harris and establish

the priority capital projects
list for the referendum.

In other business, the
council voted that the Towns
County Joint Community As-
sessment and Participation
Program be submitted to the
Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission to begin the re-
gional and state review pro-
cess of the joint Service De-
livery plan.

A plan extension until
Jan. 1 was recently agreed
to by the city and the county.

steady approach to climb a
slick, icy hill. The moment
you take your foot off the
gas, you’re going in four dif-
ferent directions.”

It wasn’t any better on
Young Harris Mountain on
Sunday as more than a dozen
vehicles went ice skating as
they attempted to make the
steep mountain grade. The
icy road conditions kept
Towns County sheriff ’s
deputies out in the cold.

It was early monitor-
ing of road conditions that
led Dr. Behrens to cancel
classes for Monday on Sun-
day at 5:30 p.m. He made
the call for Tuesday classes
at 5 p.m. on Monday.

Dr. Behrens made his
decisions due to the unmerci-
ful weather conditions and hor-
rendous road circumstances
throughout the county.

“Every report we re-
ceived was bad news,” Dr.
Behrens said. “This is start-
ing to remind me of the
weather conditions we ex-

perienced in January and
that’s not good news either.”

During the second
week of January, snow
started on a Thursday, lead-
ing to early closing of classes
at midday. Classes also were
closed on Friday, the follow-
ing Monday and Tuesday. It
was Wednesday before
classes resumed at Towns
County Schools as ground
temperatures finally rose
above freezing allowing sec-
ondary roads to thaw.

“I’m not sure if we’re
going to make it to classes
this Wednesday,” Dr.
Behrens said.

The inclement weather
conditions on Sunday
prompted the usual mad
rush to the stores to stock
up on staples that included
sandwich bread and milk.

Ingles and Dill’s Food
City had their share of cus-
tomers as did Fred’s and
Dollar General Store in
Downtown Hiawassee.

Those who didn’t make

it Sunday, made it on Monday.
Alexis, Sierra and Lisa

Oakes of Hiawassee braved
the freezing temperatures to
shop at Dollar General
Store on Main Street. It
didn’t take long for the store
to sell out of milk and bread.

“We might be consid-
ered crazy for being out in this
weather,” Lisa Oakes said.
“But if you don’t know how
long this weather is going to
last, you got to have the ba-
sics to make it through.”

Kenny, Alisha and
Selena Silvers of Hiawas-
see also braved the elements
to get some needed supplies
before dark.

“I’d rather be out here
in the daytime than at
night,” Kenny Silvers said.

At press time, the un-
invited winter conditions
persisted throughout the re-
gion. A decision on whether
classes at Towns County
School would be in session
on Wednesday was not
available at press time.

Young Harris goes solar power

The city of Young Harris
is going solar.

With funding provided
by a renewable energy grant by
Georgia Environmental Finance
Authority, the city is installing
solar panels on six sites, includ-
ing City Hall. These installa-
tions will provide a yearly cost
savings equivalent to roughly
the amount of power that City
Hall uses every two years.

The Renewable Energy
Project is part of a statewide ef-
fort to educate the public about
renewable energies, including
photovoltaics, or solar power. 
The purpose of the grant also
is to support local small
businesses, entering into the
renewable energies domain.  

The successful comple-
tion of the sites will be a direct
result of a combined effort be-
tween GEFA, the city of Young
Harris, Automation and Posi-
tioning LLC, Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC, and the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
(TVA).

The renewable, earth

friendly source of energy will
supplement the city’s power
usage by generating power
from the sun and placing it in
the power grid.

City Hall and the City
Park Restrooms will be the ini-
tial projects completed. Other
sites include McEachern
Street well pumps, Swanson
Street well pumps, Main Street

Anderson-Paris project continues
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

The Anderson-Paris
Pioneer Park Committee
met last week at Daniels
Steakhouse to present Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds
General Manager Hilda
Thomason with a check to-
wards the construction of
the park.

The group, which in-
cludes Thomason, Charles
Nicholson, Clay Dotson,
Marc Buttrill, Jane Holland,
Angel Long, Mickey
Shearouse, Jane Hindsman
and Brenda McKinney, has
met for the past three
months to organize the cel-
ebration of community icons
Dick Paris and Elois Ander-
son, Thomason said.

On Wednesday, the
group presented Thomason
with a significant check to
aid in the construction of the
Anderson-Paris Pioneer
Park at the Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds.

“We met every two
weeks and we just assigned
different people to different
projects,” Thomason said. “It
was definitely a team effort.”

The committee is still
working as the full amount
needed to complete the
project hasn’t been raised.

“We’re going to need
about $12,000 total to com-
plete the Pioneer Park
project,” Thomason said.
“Money is still coming in, but
we haven’t reached our fi-
nal goal.”

Construction has
started on the project, most
significantly trail develop-
ment. Jeff Waldroup, who
has donated not only finan-
cially, but in materials, time
and labor, is overseeing that

part of the project; Matt
Turpin of Turpin’s Wrecker
Service has donated the ex-
cavation equipment.

“And Catherine
Hansen of The Plant Stand
has been absolutely wonder-
ful,” Thomason said. “She
did the park’s design and pre-
sented it at the celebration
at Anderson Music Hall.

“She’s down there
kind of overseeing the
project, she laid the trails
out,” Thomason said. “My
guys down at the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds have
come in and hauled all the
leaves out of there. We ac-
tually tore down one build-
ing that was rotting and
we’ve got to rebuild the
fence where the water
wheel is.

“Jeff (Waldroup) is
going to donate some rails
for that,” she said.

Also part of the con-
struction includes building a
stage,” Thomason said.

“Bud Parker, the
president of the Fair-
grounds, is overseeing that

project,” she said. “He’s get-
ting tips from Jim Wood on
building the stage.”

Thomason said that
there’s much work to do in
development of the plant life
at the park.

“We’re also going to
need some more money to
buy the picnic tables and
benches,” she said.

The group has $8,000
raised for the project,
Thomason said.

“We hope people will
continue to contribute until
we get the $12,000 needed
to finish the project.

“Ultimately, this is a
tribute to Dick Paris and
Elois Anderson,” she said.
“This is the community’s
way of honoring their lives.
This is the perfect way to
honor them. Dick is one of
the ones that helped get the
Fair started. Elois has been
a blessing for the Fair-
grounds over the years.”

Anderson-Paris Pio-
neer Park is projected to
open in July in time for the
61st Georgia Mountain Fair.

well pumps and the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant.

The project  wil l  be
completed by March, accord-
ing to the city’s Solar Web
site.

Upon completion, the
money saved by the project will
reduce the city’s power costs and
allow more money to be used for
public services.

A solar energy project is underway at City Hall. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Hilda Thomason accepts a check on behalf of the Anderson-
Paris Pioneer Park Project at Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds.

If the weekend was an indication, it could be a very white winter. Photos by Charles Duncan


