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From the desk of

Commissioner Bill Kendall

Budget meets county needs 
– no services eliminated

The 2011 Budget meets 
our needs, not our wants.  It 
does not provide salary in-
creases – it does assure all 
county employees that they 
will have a job next year and it 
assures citizens that no county 
services will be eliminated; 

however because of hiring 
freeze and by attrition some 
of these services may have 
to be provided by employees 
wearing two hats.  This is 
not necessarily bad, and can 
result in leaner and more ef-
ficient government.  County 
governments our size should 
look to Department heads and 

employees being cross trained 
and responsible for providing 
services in more than one area.  
When serving as School Super-
intendent years ago, I success-
fully used this philosophy by 
consolidating all schools into 
one complex and also drasti-
cally reduced the administra-
tive staff, saving the taxpayers 
large sums of money and put 
more funds directly into the 
classroom to better benefit the 
children.  County Government 
is and can benefit by using this 
same philosophy to save the 
taxpayers and enhance public 

services.
Because we are in the 

deepest recession since the 
Great Depression, in adopt-
ing this budget, I took into ac-
count the uncertainty of future 
revenues and protected much 
of the emergency operating re-
serve funds in order that future 
budgets could be adequately 
funded and adopted without 
increasing property taxes.

Flood plain ordinance ad-
opted

The adoption of the 
Flood Plain Ordinance at the 
Nov. 18 County Meeting has 
been a long and frustrating 
ordeal which I began back in 
March, nine months ago.  We 
discovered at this first public 
hearing that the Flood Maps 
presented by Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
was riddled with huge errors 
by placing many homes and 
property in the flood zone er-
roneously.  I refused to use 
the maps and FEMA agreed to 
give me until July l to fly over 
the county and acquire accu-
rate LiDAR data for the maps.  
We made the July deadline by 
one day and produced correct 
maps that took hundreds of 
homes and properties out of 
the flood zone.  This resulted 
in enhancing the property val-
ues and not having to buy flood 
insurance will result in savings 
of many millions of dollars 
over the coming years.  This 
is one of very few instances 
where local government chal-
lenges then works with a Fed-
eral bureaucracy with the citi-
zens coming out the winners.  
I am relieved that we are at the 
end of this very time consum-
ing, and challenging process 
with a positive outcome for 
our county and citizens.
Questions concerning flood 
plain map and ordinance

Q:  Does the adoption of the 
Flood Plain Ordinance require 
citizens with homes in a flood 
zone to purchase flood insur-
ance?
A:  NO – however; by the 
County having adopted the 
Flood Plain Ordinance, this 
will allow citizens to purchase 
flood insurance at a reduced 
rate.
Q:  Can I purchase or sell a 
home that is located in a flood 
zone without having flood in-
surance?
A:  YES – If you or the pur-
chaser has the means, i.e., 
cash to pay for the home how-
ever, if the buyer of your home 
needs a loan from a Federally 
(FDIC) backed bank, which is 
almost all banking institutions, 
the County Government must 
have adopted the Flood Plain 
Ordinance.  
Q:  If the County has failed to 
adopt this Ordinance would it 
have helped or hurt the value 
of my home which is in the 
flood zone.
A:  If I had failed to adopt 
the Flood Plain Ordinance it 
would have lowered the val-
ue of homes within the flood 
zone.  Realtors and the real 
estate market would have been 
hurt because potential buyers 
of your property could not get 
a federally backed bank loan to 
make the purchase nor could 
they get the reduced price on 
flood insurance.

To aid anyone wishing 
to find out if your property is 
in the flood zone or to sell or 
obtain a loan on your property, 
my office, phone 706 896-
2277, will provide, at no cost, 
a photo of your property with a 
computerized overlay of it be-
ing taken out of the flood zone 
and a letter with the County 
Seal certifying that your 
property is not in the  official 
flood zone map adopted in the 
County Ordinance. T(Nov24,J1)SH

Groen recalls Nazi horror...from page 1A Parade...continued from page 1A
horrific deaths, traditionally
referred to as The Holo-
caust, included the murder
of six million people labeled
as being Jewish, more than
800,000 gypsies and a half
million people accused of
being homosexuals. It also
included the deaths of millions
of Soviet and Polish prisoners
of war as well as civilians
from Nazi-occupied countries.

The deaths of an esti-
mated 11 million people can
be linked to Hitler’s Nazi
Germany.

“I lost four grandpar-
ents, all my uncles and aunts,
my cousins,” Groen said.

Groen thought he had
lost his parents too, but un-
beknownst to him, they had
been protected by the Un-
derground throughout the
years of World War II.

In late 1940, Groen,
then 16 years old, was ar-
rested and sent to
Auschwitz, one in a series
of concentration camps cre-
ated by the Nazis for slave
labor and or the extermina-
tion of prisoners. The camps
were overseen by kapos, or
convicted German prison-

ers, who served as guards
over the concentration camp
prisoners in exchange for a
reduced sentence or parole.

“They were mean
people, murderers, rapists,
thieves,” Groen said, refer-
ring to the prison guards. “If
they reported that you were
a bad worker, you were sent
to the gas chambers.”

Groen worked very
hard as a ditch digger, help-
ing build a sewerage system
for his Nazi captors.

Later, he was one of
28 people selected from his
camp at Mauthausen for Dr.
Josef Mengele’s medical ex-
periments.

“They injected my
arms with cancers,” Groen
said, rolling up his sleeves to
show the scars on his arms.

Only four people, in-
cluding Groen, survived the
medical experiments by the
vaunted “Angel of Death.”

After the war and his
return to Amsterdam where
he found his parents, Groen
said he had to fight to get
the education he was robbed
of by the Nazis.

Most of all, Groen had

to learn how to be a human
being all over again. He had
no table manners to speak
of upon his liberation be-
cause he had eaten with his
fingers as a concentration
camp prisoner.

“In four years, I had
not seen a spoon, knife or
a fork,” he said. “Your
teen-age years are when
you really learn to be a
human being. I never had
that for four years; it was
something I had to learn
again.”

Groen has written a
book about his experience in
Nazi concentration camps,
including time spent on the
“Death March” along with
other prisoners from one
encampment to another.

Only a few copies of
the book were ever printed,
he said.

“I wrote the book for
my family, not the world,”
Groen said. “I wanted them
to know what happened.”

Jaap Groen knows
what happened, unfortu-
nately, he lived it.

“But I’m thankful I’m
here today to tell it,” he said.

Towns County Schools World History teacher Jeff Stowers introduces a special guest on
Thursday in the school’s auditorium. Jaap Groen of McCayesville, was a prisoner in Nazi
concentration camps for four years. Photo/James Reese

ways to get involved.
One way is to partici-

pate in the Adopt-A-Child gift
program, Sheriff Clinton said.

“You can call the
Sheriff’s Office and receive
information on a child’s wish
list. You will be able to pur-
chase gifts for children
knowing that they will be
wanted and appreciated,”
Sheriff Clinton said. “Dur-
ing the last two years this
program has served close to
200 children each year. This
Christmas season please
help us help Towns County’s
children by adopting one of
our many less fortunate lo-
cal children for Christmas.”

Another way to help is
coming by Green to Bean
Coffee Roasters on Dec. 14th

between 3:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
“That’s when $5 in-

cludes assorted desserts,
coffee, tea, and/or hot co-
coa, crafts and activities for
kids of all ages, and a take
home picture with Ms.
Claus,” Sheriff Clinton said.
“All proceeds go to the
Empty Stocking Fund. This
event is sponsored by Green
to Bean Coffee Roasters,
the Towns County Sheriff’s
Office, Towns County Fam-
ily Connection, and the Bank
of Hiawassee.”

Another way to help:
there is a drop box at Fred’s
Department Store in
Hiawassee. Anyone may
drop an unwrapped toy in
the box and these will be
forwarded to the Sheriff’s

Empty Stocking Fund, the
sheriff said.

The Empty Stocking
Fund benefits children from
newborn to 12 years old.
The true benefits are putting
a smile on a child’s face at
Christmas that might other-
wise go without. Sheriff
Clinton got $600 in financial
help from the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and Ladies
Auxiliary last week at the
Towns County Courthouse.

It’s one check of many
that Sheriff Clinton will be
more than proud to accept.

The Empty Stocking
Fund and Adopt-A-Child
campaigns will attempt to
help at least the same num-
ber of children as in years
past. The sheriff understands
that times are hard and that
economically, businesses and
residents have struggled to
stay above water, in terms of
fiscal matters.

He also understands
that rough economic waters
also make for tough times
for small children who don’t
quite understand what the
word recession means.

“We hope the giving
spirit of the people of Towns
County will be able to help
and assist us in this en-
deavor,” Sheriff Clinton said.

The 2010 Parade be-
gins Saturday, Nov. 27 at
5:30 p.m. The lineup for the
parade begins in the top
parking lots of the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds, and
line up begins promptly at 4

p.m., the sheriff said.
The Parade will go

through Hiawassee and end
at the Bank of Hiawassee.
There is no cost to enter the
parade, however . . .

“We would like for
each entry to bring a new
unwrapped toy for the
Empty Stocking Toy Drive,”
Sheriff Clinton said. “Also,
any spectators who wish to
donate can bring unwrapped
toys and turn them over to
any Sheriff’s Office staff
along the route.

“I wish to personally
thank all of the businesses,
agencies, and private citi-
zens who are donating their
offices, time or money to
help make a difference in a
child’s life,” Sheriff Clinton
said.

“Also, thanks to our
staff, particularly Vicki Ellis
and Heather Whitaker, who
donate many hours each
year putting this all to-
gether,” Sheriff Clinton said.
“If you have any questions
on any of the events feel
free to give Vicki a call at
(706) 896-8343 or Heather
at (706) 896-4444. Thank
you in advance for your gen-
erosity.”

Also, remember that
all parade entries must be
well lit and children under
the age of 18 must be su-
pervised by an adult.

Here’s hoping that the
Sheriff’s Empty Stocking
Fund Parade truly rings in
the Christmas season.

VFW Ladies Auxillary President Judy King, second from left, presents checks to the Towns
County Food Pantry’s Teresa Stephens, Towns County Sheriff’s Office’s Vicki Ellis and .
Hiawassee Police Department’s Lewis Baxter last week. Howard Smrz, far right, and Lori Pace,
far left, accompany President King. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Turkey Day...continued from page 1A
in the school cafeteria today
are somewhat similar to
what your grandmother
made in her heyday of cook-
ing.

But, you’re grand-
mother never had to serve
almost 1,200 hungry people,
including Dr. Behrens and
Coach Hamilton. Thursday’s
meal included 500-plus
pounds of Turkey, 1,500 serv-
ings of chicken and dressing,
72 pounds of cream corn, 20
large cans of sweet potatoes,
36 big cans of green beans,
eight big cans of cranberry
sauce and 720 yeast rolls. For
dessert, 1,000 juice bars and
ice creams.

Squanto and the Pilgrims
would have been in awe.

Dr. Behrens and
Coach Hamilton definitely
were in admiration of the
cafeteria staffers.

Preparation for the
Thanksgiving meal at
Towns County Schools be-
gins on the Monday before
the meal is served. The

lunchroom staff begins the
process with cooking 500-
plus pounds of turkey, cool-
ing it down, slicing it and re-
frigerating it afterward.

“That might be a little
more than we need, but you
have to over prepare be-
cause you don’t have time
to under prepare,” said Caf-
eteria Manager Kathy Dill.

The staff then begins
cooking pan-after-pan of
cornbread, biscuits and toast
in the prep phase of getting
ready to prepare the
Thanksgiving dressing.

“We put the bread in
the freezer for the Thanks-
giving and Christmas dinner
dressing,” Dill said. “We
make it from scratch, just
like your grandmother did.
Some of the other ingredi-
ents are prepackaged and
we try to be as much pre-
packaged as we can.

“It’s just like making it
at home, but only on a
larger scale,” she said. “We
don’t heat all that turkey at

one time. When we start
getting low, we give the go
ahead to start heating more
turkey as it’s needed.

“We’ve got this down
pat; we know our recipes by
heart,” Dill said. “Once you
can trust your recipes, you’ve
got nothing to worry about.”

At the end of the lunch
day, Dill and her staff go over
a list of requests for take
home dinners from the day’s
bounty. Before 1 p.m. on
Thursday, she had requests
to buy almost 40 dinners.

We’re not sure about
Coach Hamilton, but we
know Dr. Behrens was on
that list.

“Every year I go back
for seconds,” Dr. Behrens
said. “There is a world of
difference between school
lunches today and when we
were in school.

Today, you have a con-
stant focus on nutrition. The
difference today is the focus
on healthy meals instead of
just feeding the masses.”

Towns County Schools Cafeteria Manager Kathy Dill says school breakfasts and lunches are
like your grandmother used to make, almost 100 percent made from scratch. Photo/James Reese

Loretta Lynn...continued from page 1A
crystal clear as it has ever
been. Her twin daughters,
Peggy and Patsy also per-
formed. The duo sounded
like Loretta Lynn in stereo.

One-by-one, Loretta
sang those golden hits from
her youth, Blue Kentucky
Girl, Honky Tonk Girl,
Don’t come Home a
Drinkin’ and sang a tribute
to Patsy Cline, with one of
her close friend’s greatest
hits, She’s Got You.

Loretta has written
more than 160 songs and
released 70 albums. She has
had 10 No. 1 albums and 16
No. 1 singles on the Coun-
try Music charts. She has
won numerous awards in-
cluding four Grammy

Awards, seven American
Music Awards, eight Broad-
cast Music Incorporated
Awards and 10 Academy of
Country Music Awards.

Her latest work,
Loretta Lynn: A Tribute to
a Coal Miner’s Daughter,
an album celebrating
Loretta’s 50 years in Coun-
try Music, includes Cheryl
Crow and Miranda Lambert.

True to form, Loretta
couldn’t leave the crowd
hanging. She belted out the
classic Everybody Wants
To Go To Heaven, but No-
body Wants To Die.

Loretta brought the
show to a close more than
an hour after it began. She
broke into her signature

classic hit, Coal Miner’s
Daughter.

As she exited Ander-
son Music Hall and on to her
legendary Loretta Lynn tour
bus parked out back, she
waved to fans who knew to
head for the back exit. The
bus was already running.

Her son Ernest Ray
told the fans that Loretta
loved them all, “but right now,
she’s tired and ready to go.”

The Coal Miner’s
Daughter waved to her fans
and before she took her first
step onto the tour bus ex-
claimed, “I love y’all.”

For those who missed
Loretta Lynn’s Anderson
Music Hall appearance, it
was a one of a kind.

County Music icon Loretta Lynn sits back and watches her children perform Saturday night at
Anderson Music Hall. Loretta was accompanied by her daughters Peggy and Patsy and son
Ernest Ray Lynn. She performed many of her legendary hits dating back to 1960. Photo/James Reese

Community Bank & Trust staff is pictured with members of the Towns County Middle School Basketball 
team presenting them a sponsorship check for the season. T(Nov24,F5)SH

CB&T supports Middle School basketball

On Monday, Novem-
ber 15, ten full tables played 
a Mitchell movement at All 
Saints Lutheran Church in 
Blairsville, GA.  Taking top 
honors East-West were Ray 
Berry and Harry Reynolds; 
second, Martha Brewer and 
Gretchen Bryant; third, Fran 
Egan and Irene Schoetker; 
fourth, Myrna Ponkauskas and 
Kitty Tomkinson; fifth, Joyce 
Geiger and Pat Mosteller; and 
sixth, Karol Sulimirski and 
Barbara Mitchell.

First, North-South, Joe 
and Joan Lane; second, Jim 
Bell and Gwen Weaver; and 
third, Chris Tompson and 
Madelin Seiferman.

On Thursday, Novem-
ber 18, five full tables played 
a Howell movement at All 
Saints Lutheran Church.  Com-
ing in first were Joan and Joe 
Lane; second, Martha Brewer 
and Irene Schoetker; third Ned 
Cahill and George Seiferman; 
and fourth, Lynn Melick and 
Jim Shinholster.

The club meets every 
Monday and Thursday at All 
Saints beginning at 1:00.  We 
would welcome any interested 
bridge players to join us for a 
fun-filled afternoon of bridge.  
If you need a partner or in-
formation about the games, 
please call Dorothy Smith at 
706-745-1532.  N(Nov24,Z10)CA

Appalachian Duplicate 
Bridge Club news
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