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with 17, Bradshaw with 10
and Gilfilian with 6 points.

The Indians used a 9-
1 scoring run by the 3:51
mark of the first quarter to
mount a scoring edge they
would pretty much maintain
for the remainder of the first
half. The Indians led 15-8
after one quarter and 23-15
at intermission.

Rogers provided the
first quarter spark for the

Indians with 10 points as the
Indians seized the lead and
Swanson provided most of
the second quarter firepower
with 5 points as Towns main-
tained its early advantage.

After missing playing
time in a bit of foul trouble
the first half, Rogers re-
turned to prominence with a
7-point third quarter in lead-
ing the Indians to a 40-20
advantage by quarter’s end.

Swanson then scored 9
points and Brett Bradshaw
tallied 8 in the fourth quar-
ter as the Indians prevailed
for a 62-29 victory over the
Wildcats.

Rounding out the scor-
ing for the Indians, junior
Dakota Barrett with 4
points, senior Austin
Holliman with 3 points and
sophomore Ryan Tallent
with 2 points.

member that selfless dedica-
tion at a site that was rededi-
cated in 1997 in the memo-
ries of those locals who
served, fought and or died in
the field of battle.

This day also was spe-
cial because of a new artil-
lery addition at Towns
County Veterans Park.

A M115, 8-inch,
203MM artillery weapon
comes from St. Louis, MO,
on loan from the U.S. Army
and is stationed in perpetu-
ity at Towns County’s Vet-
erans Park near the county
schools.

“It’s here as long as we
keep it clean and take good
care of it,” VFW Com-
mander Chris Swett said.

Commander Swett
said that the Howitzer
served in World War II, Ko-
rea and Vietnam. The most
recent service by artillery
piece was in Croatia, as part
of the NATO alliance trying
to bring stability to that re-
gion of the world.

“We’re tracking the
service record of this
weapon and hope to have that
completed within the next
couple of months,” he said.

Swett had high praise
for Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall,
who helped make it possible
to locate the Howitzer at
Veterans Park.

Veterans Park is lo-

cated on land once used as
a retention pond when the
current Towns County
Schools were under con-
struction. Once the schools
were completed, Kendall
and members of the schools’
student council decided the
best use for the land was a
place to commemorate the
sacrifices paid by locals dur-
ing the various wars and
conflicts that called them to
military service.

When word came re-
cently that Towns County
could acquire the historic
Howitzer, arrangements
had to be made with the lo-
cal Board of Education to
lease the land to the county
because it’s illegal to pos-
sess a weapon on school
property.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall and Towns County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Richard Behrens worked
with the school board to ar-
range an annual $1 lease of
the property to the county,
thus clearing the way to
place the Howitzer in Vet-
erans Park.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall spoke to the crowd.
He remembers the 11th
hour, of the 11th day of
the 11th month when the
War to end all Wars came
to a grinding halt.

The commissioner has
relatives recognized at the

Lynn in the critically ac-
claimed Coal Miner’s
Daughter in 1980. The
movie was based on Loretta
Lynn’s autobiography entitled
Coal Miner’s Daughter.

Her baby sister, Crys-
tal Gayle, also born in
Butcher Holler, Kentucky,
played The Hall in
Hiawassee on Oct. 9 dur-

ing the Fall Festival.
 “What can I say,

we’re excited and in awe of
the fact that Loretta Lynn is
coming to Hiawassee,”
Thomason said. “She’s a leg-
end, I mean, she is Country
Music royalty and it is an
honor to have her here at
Anderson Music Hall.”

Loretta Lynn, whose

most endearing songs in-
clude You Ain’t Woman
Enough (To Take My
Man) and Don’t Come
Home A’Drinkin’ (With
Lovin’ On Your Mind) are
part of the deep roots of
Country Music’s past, still
performs in limited engage-
ments to stay in touch with
her legendary fan base.

Park, relatives who lost their
lives in defense of this great
nation.

He spoke to a crowd
that included veterans of all
branches of the United
States Military. He gazed
into the crowd that included
veterans of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam.

He spoke of a time
when the oceans and sands
of Europe and the Pacific
once ran red with the blood
of native sons. He told the
crowd that those in atten-
dance were gathered at the
Park on Thursday to re-
member “the blood, sweat
and the tears of those locals
who fought and kept us
free.”

Afterward, veterans, or
their family members lay
wreaths in honor of the branches
of U.S. Military Service.

A moment of silence fol-
lowed out of respect for those
who didn’t make it home.

The Towns County
High School band concluded
the day with a medley of
military songs celebrating the
U.S. Army, U.S. Marines,
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy
and U.S. Coast Guard.

With each tune, the
veterans of those respective
services stood at attention
and saluted the memories of
their brethren who served
with them, side-by-side in
defense of their country.

deed transactions are up 30
percent year to date,”
Pierson said. “Our closed
properties in the MLS for
Towns County are up 44
percent year to date. Our
vacant land closings in
Towns County are up a
whopping 175 percent year
to date.

“My company’s rev-
enue is up 37 percent, year
to date,” he said.

Pierson investigated
further and discovered that
nationally, third quarter re-
sales are up 10 percent; na-
tionally, third quarter new
home sales are up 19 percent.

“Internationally, the Glo-
bal World Index grew 13.8
percent, which is the second
strongest growth in the last 40
years,” Pierson said.

 What do these num-
bers mean?

“We don’t need the
New York Times or CNN’s
opinion. I may not be good
at math but you don’t have
to be a rocket scientist to
make your own conclu-
sions,” he told the crowd.
“Some people thrive on
negativity and want to keep
us down. I’m not one of
them; I’m focused on a
positive future and hope you

Chamber...continued from page 1A
are too.”

According to Hilda
Thomason, Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds general
manager and Towns County
Tourism Association chair,
Pierson appears on target,
especially when it comes to
good news being just around
the corner.

The county’s tourism
arm reports the arrival of the
Georgia Shriner’s Conven-
tion in Hiawassee for 2011.
That event is followed by the
Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-
in and then the Harley
Davidson rally at the Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds.

The latter event, which
has been held in Helen, will
mean millions for the local
economy: an estimated
$4.35 million dropped into an
economy caught between a
rock and a hard place be-
cause of a dour real estate
market.

The tourism associa-
tion also is extensively mar-
keting Towns County
throughout the Southeast as
a destination for tourists,
Thomason said.

As for the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds, pro-
moter Mike Blackwell has
offers out to Trace Atkins,

Vince Gill and Charlie
Daniels to play Anderson
Music Hall in January, Feb-
ruary and March respec-
tively, Thomason said.

“Those are just offers
right now and we’re wait-
ing to hear back from them,”
she said.

Chamber President
Angel Long told the group
that the chamber as well as
the tourism association is
taking an active role in help-
ing the community.

“We donate a portion
of the proceeds from every
fundraiser that we have to
the Towns County Food
Pantry,” she said. “Every
year, we also award $1,000
in scholarships to college or
trade school bound graduat-
ing students.

“We take our respon-
sibility of supporting the
community very seriously,”
she said.

In closing, Long paid
tribute to the Chamber’s
staff, volunteers and board
of directors.

“It is the collaborative
efforts and dedication of the
staff, volunteers and direc-
tors that make our support
of the membership and
community possible.”
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with 17, Bradshaw with 10
and Gilfilian with 6 points.

The Indians used a 9-
1 scoring run by the 3:51
mark of the first quarter to
mount a scoring edge they
would pretty much maintain
for the remainder of the first
half. The Indians led 15-8
after one quarter and 23-15
at intermission.

Rogers provided the
first quarter spark for the

Indians with 10 points as the
Indians seized the lead and
Swanson provided most of
the second quarter firepower
with 5 points as Towns main-
tained its early advantage.

After missing playing
time in a bit of foul trouble
the first half, Rogers re-
turned to prominence with a
7-point third quarter in lead-
ing the Indians to a 40-20
advantage by quarter’s end.

Swanson then scored 9
points and Brett Bradshaw
tallied 8 in the fourth quar-
ter as the Indians prevailed
for a 62-29 victory over the
Wildcats.

Rounding out the scor-
ing for the Indians, junior
Dakota Barrett with 4
points, senior Austin
Holliman with 3 points and
sophomore Ryan Tallent
with 2 points.

member that selfless dedica-
tion at a site that was rededi-
cated in 1997 in the memo-
ries of those locals who
served, fought and or died in
the field of battle.

This day also was spe-
cial because of a new artil-
lery addition at Towns
County Veterans Park.

A M115, 8-inch,
203MM artillery weapon
comes from St. Louis, MO,
on loan from the U.S. Army
and is stationed in perpetu-
ity at Towns County’s Vet-
erans Park near the county
schools.

“It’s here as long as we
keep it clean and take good
care of it,” VFW Com-
mander Chris Swett said.

Commander Swett
said that the Howitzer
served in World War II, Ko-
rea and Vietnam. The most
recent service by artillery
piece was in Croatia, as part
of the NATO alliance trying
to bring stability to that re-
gion of the world.

“We’re tracking the
service record of this
weapon and hope to have that
completed within the next
couple of months,” he said.

Swett had high praise
for Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall,
who helped make it possible
to locate the Howitzer at
Veterans Park.

Veterans Park is lo-

cated on land once used as
a retention pond when the
current Towns County
Schools were under con-
struction. Once the schools
were completed, Kendall
and members of the schools’
student council decided the
best use for the land was a
place to commemorate the
sacrifices paid by locals dur-
ing the various wars and
conflicts that called them to
military service.

When word came re-
cently that Towns County
could acquire the historic
Howitzer, arrangements
had to be made with the lo-
cal Board of Education to
lease the land to the county
because it’s illegal to pos-
sess a weapon on school
property.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall and Towns County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Richard Behrens worked
with the school board to ar-
range an annual $1 lease of
the property to the county,
thus clearing the way to
place the Howitzer in Vet-
erans Park.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall spoke to the crowd.
He remembers the 11th
hour, of the 11th day of
the 11th month when the
War to end all Wars came
to a grinding halt.

The commissioner has
relatives recognized at the

Lynn in the critically ac-
claimed Coal Miner’s
Daughter in 1980. The
movie was based on Loretta
Lynn’s autobiography entitled
Coal Miner’s Daughter.

Her baby sister, Crys-
tal Gayle, also born in
Butcher Holler, Kentucky,
played The Hall in
Hiawassee on Oct. 9 dur-

ing the Fall Festival.
 “What can I say,

we’re excited and in awe of
the fact that Loretta Lynn is
coming to Hiawassee,”
Thomason said. “She’s a leg-
end, I mean, she is Country
Music royalty and it is an
honor to have her here at
Anderson Music Hall.”

Loretta Lynn, whose

most endearing songs in-
clude You Ain’t Woman
Enough (To Take My
Man) and Don’t Come
Home A’Drinkin’ (With
Lovin’ On Your Mind) are
part of the deep roots of
Country Music’s past, still
performs in limited engage-
ments to stay in touch with
her legendary fan base.

Park, relatives who lost their
lives in defense of this great
nation.

He spoke to a crowd
that included veterans of all
branches of the United
States Military. He gazed
into the crowd that included
veterans of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam.

He spoke of a time
when the oceans and sands
of Europe and the Pacific
once ran red with the blood
of native sons. He told the
crowd that those in atten-
dance were gathered at the
Park on Thursday to re-
member “the blood, sweat
and the tears of those locals
who fought and kept us
free.”

Afterward, veterans, or
their family members lay
wreaths in honor of the branches
of U.S. Military Service.

A moment of silence fol-
lowed out of respect for those
who didn’t make it home.

The Towns County
High School band concluded
the day with a medley of
military songs celebrating the
U.S. Army, U.S. Marines,
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy
and U.S. Coast Guard.

With each tune, the
veterans of those respective
services stood at attention
and saluted the memories of
their brethren who served
with them, side-by-side in
defense of their country.

deed transactions are up 30
percent year to date,”
Pierson said. “Our closed
properties in the MLS for
Towns County are up 44
percent year to date. Our
vacant land closings in
Towns County are up a
whopping 175 percent year
to date.

“My company’s rev-
enue is up 37 percent, year
to date,” he said.

Pierson investigated
further and discovered that
nationally, third quarter re-
sales are up 10 percent; na-
tionally, third quarter new
home sales are up 19 percent.

“Internationally, the Glo-
bal World Index grew 13.8
percent, which is the second
strongest growth in the last 40
years,” Pierson said.

 What do these num-
bers mean?

“We don’t need the
New York Times or CNN’s
opinion. I may not be good
at math but you don’t have
to be a rocket scientist to
make your own conclu-
sions,” he told the crowd.
“Some people thrive on
negativity and want to keep
us down. I’m not one of
them; I’m focused on a
positive future and hope you

Chamber...continued from page 1A
are too.”

According to Hilda
Thomason, Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds general
manager and Towns County
Tourism Association chair,
Pierson appears on target,
especially when it comes to
good news being just around
the corner.

The county’s tourism
arm reports the arrival of the
Georgia Shriner’s Conven-
tion in Hiawassee for 2011.
That event is followed by the
Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-
in and then the Harley
Davidson rally at the Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds.

The latter event, which
has been held in Helen, will
mean millions for the local
economy: an estimated
$4.35 million dropped into an
economy caught between a
rock and a hard place be-
cause of a dour real estate
market.

The tourism associa-
tion also is extensively mar-
keting Towns County
throughout the Southeast as
a destination for tourists,
Thomason said.

As for the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds, pro-
moter Mike Blackwell has
offers out to Trace Atkins,

Vince Gill and Charlie
Daniels to play Anderson
Music Hall in January, Feb-
ruary and March respec-
tively, Thomason said.

“Those are just offers
right now and we’re wait-
ing to hear back from them,”
she said.

Chamber President
Angel Long told the group
that the chamber as well as
the tourism association is
taking an active role in help-
ing the community.

“We donate a portion
of the proceeds from every
fundraiser that we have to
the Towns County Food
Pantry,” she said. “Every
year, we also award $1,000
in scholarships to college or
trade school bound graduat-
ing students.

“We take our respon-
sibility of supporting the
community very seriously,”
she said.

In closing, Long paid
tribute to the Chamber’s
staff, volunteers and board
of directors.

“It is the collaborative
efforts and dedication of the
staff, volunteers and direc-
tors that make our support
of the membership and
community possible.”
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with 17, Bradshaw with 10
and Gilfilian with 6 points.

The Indians used a 9-
1 scoring run by the 3:51
mark of the first quarter to
mount a scoring edge they
would pretty much maintain
for the remainder of the first
half. The Indians led 15-8
after one quarter and 23-15
at intermission.

Rogers provided the
first quarter spark for the

Indians with 10 points as the
Indians seized the lead and
Swanson provided most of
the second quarter firepower
with 5 points as Towns main-
tained its early advantage.

After missing playing
time in a bit of foul trouble
the first half, Rogers re-
turned to prominence with a
7-point third quarter in lead-
ing the Indians to a 40-20
advantage by quarter’s end.

Swanson then scored 9
points and Brett Bradshaw
tallied 8 in the fourth quar-
ter as the Indians prevailed
for a 62-29 victory over the
Wildcats.

Rounding out the scor-
ing for the Indians, junior
Dakota Barrett with 4
points, senior Austin
Holliman with 3 points and
sophomore Ryan Tallent
with 2 points.

member that selfless dedica-
tion at a site that was rededi-
cated in 1997 in the memo-
ries of those locals who
served, fought and or died in
the field of battle.

This day also was spe-
cial because of a new artil-
lery addition at Towns
County Veterans Park.

A M115, 8-inch,
203MM artillery weapon
comes from St. Louis, MO,
on loan from the U.S. Army
and is stationed in perpetu-
ity at Towns County’s Vet-
erans Park near the county
schools.

“It’s here as long as we
keep it clean and take good
care of it,” VFW Com-
mander Chris Swett said.

Commander Swett
said that the Howitzer
served in World War II, Ko-
rea and Vietnam. The most
recent service by artillery
piece was in Croatia, as part
of the NATO alliance trying
to bring stability to that re-
gion of the world.

“We’re tracking the
service record of this
weapon and hope to have that
completed within the next
couple of months,” he said.

Swett had high praise
for Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall,
who helped make it possible
to locate the Howitzer at
Veterans Park.

Veterans Park is lo-

cated on land once used as
a retention pond when the
current Towns County
Schools were under con-
struction. Once the schools
were completed, Kendall
and members of the schools’
student council decided the
best use for the land was a
place to commemorate the
sacrifices paid by locals dur-
ing the various wars and
conflicts that called them to
military service.

When word came re-
cently that Towns County
could acquire the historic
Howitzer, arrangements
had to be made with the lo-
cal Board of Education to
lease the land to the county
because it’s illegal to pos-
sess a weapon on school
property.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall and Towns County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Richard Behrens worked
with the school board to ar-
range an annual $1 lease of
the property to the county,
thus clearing the way to
place the Howitzer in Vet-
erans Park.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall spoke to the crowd.
He remembers the 11th
hour, of the 11th day of
the 11th month when the
War to end all Wars came
to a grinding halt.

The commissioner has
relatives recognized at the

Lynn in the critically ac-
claimed Coal Miner’s
Daughter in 1980. The
movie was based on Loretta
Lynn’s autobiography entitled
Coal Miner’s Daughter.

Her baby sister, Crys-
tal Gayle, also born in
Butcher Holler, Kentucky,
played The Hall in
Hiawassee on Oct. 9 dur-

ing the Fall Festival.
 “What can I say,

we’re excited and in awe of
the fact that Loretta Lynn is
coming to Hiawassee,”
Thomason said. “She’s a leg-
end, I mean, she is Country
Music royalty and it is an
honor to have her here at
Anderson Music Hall.”

Loretta Lynn, whose

most endearing songs in-
clude You Ain’t Woman
Enough (To Take My
Man) and Don’t Come
Home A’Drinkin’ (With
Lovin’ On Your Mind) are
part of the deep roots of
Country Music’s past, still
performs in limited engage-
ments to stay in touch with
her legendary fan base.

Park, relatives who lost their
lives in defense of this great
nation.

He spoke to a crowd
that included veterans of all
branches of the United
States Military. He gazed
into the crowd that included
veterans of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam.

He spoke of a time
when the oceans and sands
of Europe and the Pacific
once ran red with the blood
of native sons. He told the
crowd that those in atten-
dance were gathered at the
Park on Thursday to re-
member “the blood, sweat
and the tears of those locals
who fought and kept us
free.”

Afterward, veterans, or
their family members lay
wreaths in honor of the branches
of U.S. Military Service.

A moment of silence fol-
lowed out of respect for those
who didn’t make it home.

The Towns County
High School band concluded
the day with a medley of
military songs celebrating the
U.S. Army, U.S. Marines,
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy
and U.S. Coast Guard.

With each tune, the
veterans of those respective
services stood at attention
and saluted the memories of
their brethren who served
with them, side-by-side in
defense of their country.

deed transactions are up 30
percent year to date,”
Pierson said. “Our closed
properties in the MLS for
Towns County are up 44
percent year to date. Our
vacant land closings in
Towns County are up a
whopping 175 percent year
to date.

“My company’s rev-
enue is up 37 percent, year
to date,” he said.

Pierson investigated
further and discovered that
nationally, third quarter re-
sales are up 10 percent; na-
tionally, third quarter new
home sales are up 19 percent.

“Internationally, the Glo-
bal World Index grew 13.8
percent, which is the second
strongest growth in the last 40
years,” Pierson said.

 What do these num-
bers mean?

“We don’t need the
New York Times or CNN’s
opinion. I may not be good
at math but you don’t have
to be a rocket scientist to
make your own conclu-
sions,” he told the crowd.
“Some people thrive on
negativity and want to keep
us down. I’m not one of
them; I’m focused on a
positive future and hope you

Chamber...continued from page 1A
are too.”

According to Hilda
Thomason, Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds general
manager and Towns County
Tourism Association chair,
Pierson appears on target,
especially when it comes to
good news being just around
the corner.

The county’s tourism
arm reports the arrival of the
Georgia Shriner’s Conven-
tion in Hiawassee for 2011.
That event is followed by the
Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-
in and then the Harley
Davidson rally at the Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds.

The latter event, which
has been held in Helen, will
mean millions for the local
economy: an estimated
$4.35 million dropped into an
economy caught between a
rock and a hard place be-
cause of a dour real estate
market.

The tourism associa-
tion also is extensively mar-
keting Towns County
throughout the Southeast as
a destination for tourists,
Thomason said.

As for the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds, pro-
moter Mike Blackwell has
offers out to Trace Atkins,

Vince Gill and Charlie
Daniels to play Anderson
Music Hall in January, Feb-
ruary and March respec-
tively, Thomason said.

“Those are just offers
right now and we’re wait-
ing to hear back from them,”
she said.

Chamber President
Angel Long told the group
that the chamber as well as
the tourism association is
taking an active role in help-
ing the community.

“We donate a portion
of the proceeds from every
fundraiser that we have to
the Towns County Food
Pantry,” she said. “Every
year, we also award $1,000
in scholarships to college or
trade school bound graduat-
ing students.

“We take our respon-
sibility of supporting the
community very seriously,”
she said.

In closing, Long paid
tribute to the Chamber’s
staff, volunteers and board
of directors.

“It is the collaborative
efforts and dedication of the
staff, volunteers and direc-
tors that make our support
of the membership and
community possible.”
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with 17, Bradshaw with 10
and Gilfilian with 6 points.

The Indians used a 9-
1 scoring run by the 3:51
mark of the first quarter to
mount a scoring edge they
would pretty much maintain
for the remainder of the first
half. The Indians led 15-8
after one quarter and 23-15
at intermission.

Rogers provided the
first quarter spark for the

Indians with 10 points as the
Indians seized the lead and
Swanson provided most of
the second quarter firepower
with 5 points as Towns main-
tained its early advantage.

After missing playing
time in a bit of foul trouble
the first half, Rogers re-
turned to prominence with a
7-point third quarter in lead-
ing the Indians to a 40-20
advantage by quarter’s end.

Swanson then scored 9
points and Brett Bradshaw
tallied 8 in the fourth quar-
ter as the Indians prevailed
for a 62-29 victory over the
Wildcats.

Rounding out the scor-
ing for the Indians, junior
Dakota Barrett with 4
points, senior Austin
Holliman with 3 points and
sophomore Ryan Tallent
with 2 points.

member that selfless dedica-
tion at a site that was rededi-
cated in 1997 in the memo-
ries of those locals who
served, fought and or died in
the field of battle.

This day also was spe-
cial because of a new artil-
lery addition at Towns
County Veterans Park.

A M115, 8-inch,
203MM artillery weapon
comes from St. Louis, MO,
on loan from the U.S. Army
and is stationed in perpetu-
ity at Towns County’s Vet-
erans Park near the county
schools.

“It’s here as long as we
keep it clean and take good
care of it,” VFW Com-
mander Chris Swett said.

Commander Swett
said that the Howitzer
served in World War II, Ko-
rea and Vietnam. The most
recent service by artillery
piece was in Croatia, as part
of the NATO alliance trying
to bring stability to that re-
gion of the world.

“We’re tracking the
service record of this
weapon and hope to have that
completed within the next
couple of months,” he said.

Swett had high praise
for Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall,
who helped make it possible
to locate the Howitzer at
Veterans Park.

Veterans Park is lo-

cated on land once used as
a retention pond when the
current Towns County
Schools were under con-
struction. Once the schools
were completed, Kendall
and members of the schools’
student council decided the
best use for the land was a
place to commemorate the
sacrifices paid by locals dur-
ing the various wars and
conflicts that called them to
military service.

When word came re-
cently that Towns County
could acquire the historic
Howitzer, arrangements
had to be made with the lo-
cal Board of Education to
lease the land to the county
because it’s illegal to pos-
sess a weapon on school
property.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall and Towns County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Richard Behrens worked
with the school board to ar-
range an annual $1 lease of
the property to the county,
thus clearing the way to
place the Howitzer in Vet-
erans Park.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall spoke to the crowd.
He remembers the 11th
hour, of the 11th day of
the 11th month when the
War to end all Wars came
to a grinding halt.

The commissioner has
relatives recognized at the

Lynn in the critically ac-
claimed Coal Miner’s
Daughter in 1980. The
movie was based on Loretta
Lynn’s autobiography entitled
Coal Miner’s Daughter.

Her baby sister, Crys-
tal Gayle, also born in
Butcher Holler, Kentucky,
played The Hall in
Hiawassee on Oct. 9 dur-

ing the Fall Festival.
 “What can I say,

we’re excited and in awe of
the fact that Loretta Lynn is
coming to Hiawassee,”
Thomason said. “She’s a leg-
end, I mean, she is Country
Music royalty and it is an
honor to have her here at
Anderson Music Hall.”

Loretta Lynn, whose

most endearing songs in-
clude You Ain’t Woman
Enough (To Take My
Man) and Don’t Come
Home A’Drinkin’ (With
Lovin’ On Your Mind) are
part of the deep roots of
Country Music’s past, still
performs in limited engage-
ments to stay in touch with
her legendary fan base.

Park, relatives who lost their
lives in defense of this great
nation.

He spoke to a crowd
that included veterans of all
branches of the United
States Military. He gazed
into the crowd that included
veterans of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam.

He spoke of a time
when the oceans and sands
of Europe and the Pacific
once ran red with the blood
of native sons. He told the
crowd that those in atten-
dance were gathered at the
Park on Thursday to re-
member “the blood, sweat
and the tears of those locals
who fought and kept us
free.”

Afterward, veterans, or
their family members lay
wreaths in honor of the branches
of U.S. Military Service.

A moment of silence fol-
lowed out of respect for those
who didn’t make it home.

The Towns County
High School band concluded
the day with a medley of
military songs celebrating the
U.S. Army, U.S. Marines,
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy
and U.S. Coast Guard.

With each tune, the
veterans of those respective
services stood at attention
and saluted the memories of
their brethren who served
with them, side-by-side in
defense of their country.

deed transactions are up 30
percent year to date,”
Pierson said. “Our closed
properties in the MLS for
Towns County are up 44
percent year to date. Our
vacant land closings in
Towns County are up a
whopping 175 percent year
to date.

“My company’s rev-
enue is up 37 percent, year
to date,” he said.

Pierson investigated
further and discovered that
nationally, third quarter re-
sales are up 10 percent; na-
tionally, third quarter new
home sales are up 19 percent.

“Internationally, the Glo-
bal World Index grew 13.8
percent, which is the second
strongest growth in the last 40
years,” Pierson said.

 What do these num-
bers mean?

“We don’t need the
New York Times or CNN’s
opinion. I may not be good
at math but you don’t have
to be a rocket scientist to
make your own conclu-
sions,” he told the crowd.
“Some people thrive on
negativity and want to keep
us down. I’m not one of
them; I’m focused on a
positive future and hope you
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are too.”

According to Hilda
Thomason, Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds general
manager and Towns County
Tourism Association chair,
Pierson appears on target,
especially when it comes to
good news being just around
the corner.

The county’s tourism
arm reports the arrival of the
Georgia Shriner’s Conven-
tion in Hiawassee for 2011.
That event is followed by the
Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-
in and then the Harley
Davidson rally at the Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds.

The latter event, which
has been held in Helen, will
mean millions for the local
economy: an estimated
$4.35 million dropped into an
economy caught between a
rock and a hard place be-
cause of a dour real estate
market.

The tourism associa-
tion also is extensively mar-
keting Towns County
throughout the Southeast as
a destination for tourists,
Thomason said.

As for the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds, pro-
moter Mike Blackwell has
offers out to Trace Atkins,

Vince Gill and Charlie
Daniels to play Anderson
Music Hall in January, Feb-
ruary and March respec-
tively, Thomason said.

“Those are just offers
right now and we’re wait-
ing to hear back from them,”
she said.

Chamber President
Angel Long told the group
that the chamber as well as
the tourism association is
taking an active role in help-
ing the community.

“We donate a portion
of the proceeds from every
fundraiser that we have to
the Towns County Food
Pantry,” she said. “Every
year, we also award $1,000
in scholarships to college or
trade school bound graduat-
ing students.

“We take our respon-
sibility of supporting the
community very seriously,”
she said.

In closing, Long paid
tribute to the Chamber’s
staff, volunteers and board
of directors.

“It is the collaborative
efforts and dedication of the
staff, volunteers and direc-
tors that make our support
of the membership and
community possible.”

2010 was a great year 
if you are a Republican.  In 
Towns County, the successes 
of the year will be celebrated 
at the regular monthly meet-
ing of the Party on Monday, 
November 22.

A good year in politi-
cal circles is usually equated 
with success at the ballot 
box.  However, to the Towns 
County Republican Party, 
success is measured by 
much more.  

Towns County Repub-
licans have determined that 
they will become proactive 
in the life of the community.  
Not only do they promote 
conservative values and 
support candidates for local 
and state offices, they also 
seek ways in which they can 
respond to the needs of the 
county and its people.

Thus, they are the cre-
ators and sponsors of the 
Youth Leadership Develop-
ment Scholarship, a public 
speaking contest awarding 
college scholarships to the 
best speakers in the county.  
Members of the party can 
also be found at the Food 
Pantry, packing and distribut-
ing food.  Or maintaining and 
beautifying the entrance signs 
to the county.  

Financial support has 
also been given to the Sher-
iff’s Department, Food Pan-
try, youth girls fast pitch 
softball team and FFA  state 
public speaking champion 
Jeannie Bradley.  

Speaking at the meet-
ing will be Republican of-
ficeholders Sheriff Bill Clin-
ton, Judge David Rogers and 
Clerk of Court Cecil Dye. 
Each will outline their suc-
cess for 2010 and enumerate 
their goals for 2011.

Towns County Re-
publican Party meetings 
are held the fourth Monday 
of every month at Daniel’s 
Steak House in Hiawassee.  
Republican meetings are 
open to everyone, of any po-
litical persuasion. Although 
the meetings officially begin 
at 6 PM sharp, many arrive 
early to enjoy an evening 
meal with their friends.  

Yes, it has been a su-
perb year.  Come and help 
Republicans celebrate on 
Monday, November 22 at 
Daniel’s Steakhouse.  T(Nov17,G2)SH

Republicans 
to celebrate 
superb 2010


