
Brasstown Valley Resort. Phone: 706-379-9900. Website: www.
brasstownvalley.com  Cost: To be determined. Description: Join 
our family at Brasstown Valley Resort as we celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing. Our culinary team will be preparing a feast unlike any other in 
North Georgia. Lots of fun activities will be planned for the kids 
to enjoy at the resort as well as all of the Christmas decorations 
throughout.
11/26/2010 - 11/27/2010  The Holiday Arts & Crafts Show at 
Brasstown Valley Resort & Spa
6321 US Highway 76, Young Harris, GA 30582. Hours: 10:00 
AM Until 5:00 PM Daily. Contact: Brasstown Valley Resort & 
Spa. Phone: 706-379-4606. Sponsor: Brasstown Valley Resort & 
Spa. Cost: No Charge. Description: This is a juried event with 
outstanding & talented vendors presenting their work. We will be 
featuring 15 different categories of crafters and artists during this 
two day event. There is no doubt that you will find a unique item 
for that special someone on your holiday gift giving list. We will 
also have a room set up for the children 12 and under to come 
out and enjoy between the hours of 10:00am and 5:00pm each 
day during this time they will be able to make their own “Special 
Holiday Craft” There will also be a Holiday Coloring Contest for 
the kids with a Gift Basket for the winner!!! And all pictures will 
be displayed during the holiday weekend at the Resort 
11/27/2010  Beginner Basic Beading Class
Hiawassee, GA. Location: 2413 Hwy 76W on the corner of Frog 
Pond Rd. Hours: 1:00-4:00 pm. Contact: Betsy Tull. Phone: 706-
896-0880. Email: beadingb@yahoo.com  Website: www.beading-
beecreations.com  Sponsor: Beading Bee Creations. Cost: $15. 
Description: This is a beginner basic beading class. Beaded book-
marks, necklaces, bracelets, earrings or eyeglass holders. What is 
taught will be determined by what the individual wants to learn. 
Everything from basic stringing with wire and crimps to simple 
wire wraps on earrings. “Your Choice”. Come in and have some 
fun. Supplies vary widely with the many choices.
11/27/2010  Towns County Sheriff’s Christmas Parade
Hiawassee, GA 30546. Location: Main Street. Hours: 5:30pm. 
Contact: Vicki Edwards-Ellis. Phone: 706-896-4444. Email: 
v.ellistcso@yahoo.com  Sponsor: Towns County Sheriff’s Office. 
Cost: FREE! Description: Parade theme will be “The Stories of 
Christmas”. If interested in entering a float in the parade, please 
call the Sheriff’s office
11/30/2010  YHC Choir Christmas Concert
Young Harris, GA 30582. Location: Glenn Auditorium. Hours: 
7:00 pm. Contact: H. Denise Murphy, Asst to Division of Fine 
Arts. Phone: 706-379-5182. Website: www.yhc.edu  Sponsor: 
Young Harris College
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The Towns County Chamber of Commerce Would Like to  
Welcome our Newest Members 

 
 
Janet Allen of Mountain Realty 
Phone:  706.896.2283 
Web Address:  janethiawassee@hiawassee.com 
Email Address:  janethiawassee@windstream.net 
 
Brown Haven Building & Construction 
Contact:  John Allen:  706.781.8027 
                 Justin Moss:  706.781.5056 
Web Address:  www.brownhavenbuilding.com 
Email Address:  Johnallen49@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Member Spotlight 

 

 

We are so excited to be starting our 25th year of operation! This year promises to be one 
of our most exciting. From familiar favorites to new classes and instructors, we are proud 
to be presenting one of the most extensive class selections in our history. Check out our 
new classes in Baskets, Beading, Glass Fusing, Polymer Clay, Stained Glass, Stone 
Setting, Silver, and Wire. You will find many new class descriptions from instructors you 
know and love.  

We are happy to be welcoming back most of our instructors and to be adding new 
instructors and staff to our family. 

Angel’s Chamber Messages

2010 Mountain Christmas 
Tour of Homes

December 4 & 5, 2010
Tickets are on sale now for the Towns County Chamber 

of Commerce sponsored Mountain Christmas Tour of Homes. 
Our theme this year is “A Celebration of the Season through the 
Arts.” We will have many art/artisan stops, displays and dem-
onstrations. We will be featuring nine special homes including 
our first ever Decorator Show House. Contact the Towns County 
Chamber of Commerce for tickets and details at 706.896.4966.

2010 Towns County 
Chamber of Commerce and 

Towns County Tourism Association 
Annual Meeting

The Towns County Chamber of Commerce and Towns 
County Tourism Association will be hosting a joint Annual 
Meeting on Monday, November 15th from 8:00am-9:30am at 
Brasstown Valley Resort. Tickets are on sale now for $14.00. 
Contact the Towns County Chamber of Commerce and Towns 
County Tourism Association for details. 

Member Calendar of Events
11/18/2010  Puffy Heart Beaded Jewelry Class
Hiawassee, GA 30546, Location: 2413 Hwy 76W on the corner of 
Frog Pond Rd. Hours: 1:00-4:00 pm. Contact: Betsy Tull. Phone: 
706-896-0880. Email: beadingb@yahoo.com  Website: www.
beadingbeecreations.com  Sponsor: Beading Bee Creations. Cost: 
$25. Description: This is a classic. Crystals are the standard, but 
they’re fun with different size seed beads, pearls or fire-polished 
beads as well. Plus with a smaller size bead they make great ear-
rings. 
11/18/2010  Lanier Singers
Young Harris, GA 30582. Location: Glenn Auditorium. Hours: 
8:00pm. Contact: H. Denise Murphy, Asst to Division of Fine 
Arts. Phone: 706-379-5182.  Website: www.yhc.edu  Sponsor: 
Young Harris College
11/19/2010  MISTELTOE MARKET Preview Party
Blairsville, GA 30512. Location: North Georgia Tech College - 
Blairsville. Hours: 6:00 - 9:00 PM. Contact: ArtWorks. Phone: 
706-896-0932. Sponsor: ArtWorks. Cost: Advance tickets - $5 At 
the door - $7.50. Description: Silent Auction - 6:00-8:30, com-
plimentary desserts, beverages, demonstrations and a chance to 
shop early. Jump start the holidays, get a group together and plan 
to attend. 
11/20/2010  Loretta Lynn - Live in Concert
1311 Music Hall Rd., Hiawassee, GA 30546. Location: Anderson 
Music Hall - Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds. Hours: 7:00 PM. 
Contact: Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds. Phone: 706-896-4191. 
Website: www,georgiamountainfairgrounds.com  Sponsor: Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds. Cost: Level 1 $40 + $2 handling Level 
2 $30 + $2 handling. Description: Tickets on Sale - October 22
11/20/2010  Chonda Pierce
1028 Georgia Road, Franklin, NC 28734. Phone: 866-273-4615. 
Website: www.greatmountainmusic.com  Sponsor: Smoky Moun-
tain Center for the Performing Arts. More Info: For additional 
information. Description: Armed with an abundance of unpreten-
tious Southern charm and laser sharp wit, Chonda Pierce has been 
entertaining audiences from coast to coast for more than a de-
cade. An in-demand stand up comic, television hostess and author, 
Pierce has parlayed her gift for storytelling into a multi-faceted 
career.
11/25/2010  Thanksgiving Day Buffett at the Brasstown Valley 
Resort
6321 US Highway 76, Young Harris, GA 30582. Location: Brass-
town Valley Resort & Spa. Hours: To be announced. Contact: 
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with 17, Bradshaw with 10
and Gilfilian with 6 points.

The Indians used a 9-
1 scoring run by the 3:51
mark of the first quarter to
mount a scoring edge they
would pretty much maintain
for the remainder of the first
half. The Indians led 15-8
after one quarter and 23-15
at intermission.

Rogers provided the
first quarter spark for the

Indians with 10 points as the
Indians seized the lead and
Swanson provided most of
the second quarter firepower
with 5 points as Towns main-
tained its early advantage.

After missing playing
time in a bit of foul trouble
the first half, Rogers re-
turned to prominence with a
7-point third quarter in lead-
ing the Indians to a 40-20
advantage by quarter’s end.

Swanson then scored 9
points and Brett Bradshaw
tallied 8 in the fourth quar-
ter as the Indians prevailed
for a 62-29 victory over the
Wildcats.

Rounding out the scor-
ing for the Indians, junior
Dakota Barrett with 4
points, senior Austin
Holliman with 3 points and
sophomore Ryan Tallent
with 2 points.

member that selfless dedica-
tion at a site that was rededi-
cated in 1997 in the memo-
ries of those locals who
served, fought and or died in
the field of battle.

This day also was spe-
cial because of a new artil-
lery addition at Towns
County Veterans Park.

A M115, 8-inch,
203MM artillery weapon
comes from St. Louis, MO,
on loan from the U.S. Army
and is stationed in perpetu-
ity at Towns County’s Vet-
erans Park near the county
schools.

“It’s here as long as we
keep it clean and take good
care of it,” VFW Com-
mander Chris Swett said.

Commander Swett
said that the Howitzer
served in World War II, Ko-
rea and Vietnam. The most
recent service by artillery
piece was in Croatia, as part
of the NATO alliance trying
to bring stability to that re-
gion of the world.

“We’re tracking the
service record of this
weapon and hope to have that
completed within the next
couple of months,” he said.

Swett had high praise
for Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall,
who helped make it possible
to locate the Howitzer at
Veterans Park.

Veterans Park is lo-

cated on land once used as
a retention pond when the
current Towns County
Schools were under con-
struction. Once the schools
were completed, Kendall
and members of the schools’
student council decided the
best use for the land was a
place to commemorate the
sacrifices paid by locals dur-
ing the various wars and
conflicts that called them to
military service.

When word came re-
cently that Towns County
could acquire the historic
Howitzer, arrangements
had to be made with the lo-
cal Board of Education to
lease the land to the county
because it’s illegal to pos-
sess a weapon on school
property.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall and Towns County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Richard Behrens worked
with the school board to ar-
range an annual $1 lease of
the property to the county,
thus clearing the way to
place the Howitzer in Vet-
erans Park.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall spoke to the crowd.
He remembers the 11th
hour, of the 11th day of
the 11th month when the
War to end all Wars came
to a grinding halt.

The commissioner has
relatives recognized at the

Lynn in the critically ac-
claimed Coal Miner’s
Daughter in 1980. The
movie was based on Loretta
Lynn’s autobiography entitled
Coal Miner’s Daughter.

Her baby sister, Crys-
tal Gayle, also born in
Butcher Holler, Kentucky,
played The Hall in
Hiawassee on Oct. 9 dur-

ing the Fall Festival.
 “What can I say,

we’re excited and in awe of
the fact that Loretta Lynn is
coming to Hiawassee,”
Thomason said. “She’s a leg-
end, I mean, she is Country
Music royalty and it is an
honor to have her here at
Anderson Music Hall.”

Loretta Lynn, whose

most endearing songs in-
clude You Ain’t Woman
Enough (To Take My
Man) and Don’t Come
Home A’Drinkin’ (With
Lovin’ On Your Mind) are
part of the deep roots of
Country Music’s past, still
performs in limited engage-
ments to stay in touch with
her legendary fan base.

Park, relatives who lost their
lives in defense of this great
nation.

He spoke to a crowd
that included veterans of all
branches of the United
States Military. He gazed
into the crowd that included
veterans of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam.

He spoke of a time
when the oceans and sands
of Europe and the Pacific
once ran red with the blood
of native sons. He told the
crowd that those in atten-
dance were gathered at the
Park on Thursday to re-
member “the blood, sweat
and the tears of those locals
who fought and kept us
free.”

Afterward, veterans, or
their family members lay
wreaths in honor of the branches
of U.S. Military Service.

A moment of silence fol-
lowed out of respect for those
who didn’t make it home.

The Towns County
High School band concluded
the day with a medley of
military songs celebrating the
U.S. Army, U.S. Marines,
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy
and U.S. Coast Guard.

With each tune, the
veterans of those respective
services stood at attention
and saluted the memories of
their brethren who served
with them, side-by-side in
defense of their country.

deed transactions are up 30
percent year to date,”
Pierson said. “Our closed
properties in the MLS for
Towns County are up 44
percent year to date. Our
vacant land closings in
Towns County are up a
whopping 175 percent year
to date.

“My company’s rev-
enue is up 37 percent, year
to date,” he said.

Pierson investigated
further and discovered that
nationally, third quarter re-
sales are up 10 percent; na-
tionally, third quarter new
home sales are up 19 percent.

“Internationally, the Glo-
bal World Index grew 13.8
percent, which is the second
strongest growth in the last 40
years,” Pierson said.

 What do these num-
bers mean?

“We don’t need the
New York Times or CNN’s
opinion. I may not be good
at math but you don’t have
to be a rocket scientist to
make your own conclu-
sions,” he told the crowd.
“Some people thrive on
negativity and want to keep
us down. I’m not one of
them; I’m focused on a
positive future and hope you

Chamber...continued from page 1A
are too.”

According to Hilda
Thomason, Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds general
manager and Towns County
Tourism Association chair,
Pierson appears on target,
especially when it comes to
good news being just around
the corner.

The county’s tourism
arm reports the arrival of the
Georgia Shriner’s Conven-
tion in Hiawassee for 2011.
That event is followed by the
Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-
in and then the Harley
Davidson rally at the Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds.

The latter event, which
has been held in Helen, will
mean millions for the local
economy: an estimated
$4.35 million dropped into an
economy caught between a
rock and a hard place be-
cause of a dour real estate
market.

The tourism associa-
tion also is extensively mar-
keting Towns County
throughout the Southeast as
a destination for tourists,
Thomason said.

As for the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds, pro-
moter Mike Blackwell has
offers out to Trace Atkins,

Vince Gill and Charlie
Daniels to play Anderson
Music Hall in January, Feb-
ruary and March respec-
tively, Thomason said.

“Those are just offers
right now and we’re wait-
ing to hear back from them,”
she said.

Chamber President
Angel Long told the group
that the chamber as well as
the tourism association is
taking an active role in help-
ing the community.

“We donate a portion
of the proceeds from every
fundraiser that we have to
the Towns County Food
Pantry,” she said. “Every
year, we also award $1,000
in scholarships to college or
trade school bound graduat-
ing students.

“We take our respon-
sibility of supporting the
community very seriously,”
she said.

In closing, Long paid
tribute to the Chamber’s
staff, volunteers and board
of directors.

“It is the collaborative
efforts and dedication of the
staff, volunteers and direc-
tors that make our support
of the membership and
community possible.”

 On behalf of my wife Carmen, my family and my entire campaign 
team, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the citizens of this 
District for the kindness and generosity I have received over the last 
few months. I have never been more proud of where I am from and the 
wonderful people that surround me here in these mountains. I am very 
pleased with the race we ran and the ideas our campaign put forward 
for the future or our District and State. 
 Our campaign was premised on the idea that no one party or 
ideology has a monopoly on all the right answers to the mounting 
problems our nation and the state of Georgia faces. I believe that as 
much today as I did on the day I qualified to run for the State House of 
Representatives. To that end, I promise to continue to fight and speak 
up for solutions that are solely in the best interests of ‘We the People.’ 
I wish Rep. Allison well and sincerely hope he will put the needs and 
concerns of the great people of these mountains first. They deserve it.
 Thank you again and I look forward to seeing you all further on up 
the road.
 
 Sincerely,

 Jack Lance

L-r: Erin Page, Alana Stowers, Ian Arrowood, Makenna Miles, Huck Whisenhunt, Derek Brewer, Cody 
Young, Isaiah Morrow. T(Nov17,G1)SH

Catch ‘em being good for November 12, 2010
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with 17, Bradshaw with 10
and Gilfilian with 6 points.

The Indians used a 9-
1 scoring run by the 3:51
mark of the first quarter to
mount a scoring edge they
would pretty much maintain
for the remainder of the first
half. The Indians led 15-8
after one quarter and 23-15
at intermission.

Rogers provided the
first quarter spark for the

Indians with 10 points as the
Indians seized the lead and
Swanson provided most of
the second quarter firepower
with 5 points as Towns main-
tained its early advantage.

After missing playing
time in a bit of foul trouble
the first half, Rogers re-
turned to prominence with a
7-point third quarter in lead-
ing the Indians to a 40-20
advantage by quarter’s end.

Swanson then scored 9
points and Brett Bradshaw
tallied 8 in the fourth quar-
ter as the Indians prevailed
for a 62-29 victory over the
Wildcats.

Rounding out the scor-
ing for the Indians, junior
Dakota Barrett with 4
points, senior Austin
Holliman with 3 points and
sophomore Ryan Tallent
with 2 points.

member that selfless dedica-
tion at a site that was rededi-
cated in 1997 in the memo-
ries of those locals who
served, fought and or died in
the field of battle.

This day also was spe-
cial because of a new artil-
lery addition at Towns
County Veterans Park.

A M115, 8-inch,
203MM artillery weapon
comes from St. Louis, MO,
on loan from the U.S. Army
and is stationed in perpetu-
ity at Towns County’s Vet-
erans Park near the county
schools.

“It’s here as long as we
keep it clean and take good
care of it,” VFW Com-
mander Chris Swett said.

Commander Swett
said that the Howitzer
served in World War II, Ko-
rea and Vietnam. The most
recent service by artillery
piece was in Croatia, as part
of the NATO alliance trying
to bring stability to that re-
gion of the world.

“We’re tracking the
service record of this
weapon and hope to have that
completed within the next
couple of months,” he said.

Swett had high praise
for Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall,
who helped make it possible
to locate the Howitzer at
Veterans Park.

Veterans Park is lo-

cated on land once used as
a retention pond when the
current Towns County
Schools were under con-
struction. Once the schools
were completed, Kendall
and members of the schools’
student council decided the
best use for the land was a
place to commemorate the
sacrifices paid by locals dur-
ing the various wars and
conflicts that called them to
military service.

When word came re-
cently that Towns County
could acquire the historic
Howitzer, arrangements
had to be made with the lo-
cal Board of Education to
lease the land to the county
because it’s illegal to pos-
sess a weapon on school
property.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall and Towns County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Richard Behrens worked
with the school board to ar-
range an annual $1 lease of
the property to the county,
thus clearing the way to
place the Howitzer in Vet-
erans Park.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall spoke to the crowd.
He remembers the 11th
hour, of the 11th day of
the 11th month when the
War to end all Wars came
to a grinding halt.

The commissioner has
relatives recognized at the

Lynn in the critically ac-
claimed Coal Miner’s
Daughter in 1980. The
movie was based on Loretta
Lynn’s autobiography entitled
Coal Miner’s Daughter.

Her baby sister, Crys-
tal Gayle, also born in
Butcher Holler, Kentucky,
played The Hall in
Hiawassee on Oct. 9 dur-

ing the Fall Festival.
 “What can I say,

we’re excited and in awe of
the fact that Loretta Lynn is
coming to Hiawassee,”
Thomason said. “She’s a leg-
end, I mean, she is Country
Music royalty and it is an
honor to have her here at
Anderson Music Hall.”

Loretta Lynn, whose

most endearing songs in-
clude You Ain’t Woman
Enough (To Take My
Man) and Don’t Come
Home A’Drinkin’ (With
Lovin’ On Your Mind) are
part of the deep roots of
Country Music’s past, still
performs in limited engage-
ments to stay in touch with
her legendary fan base.

Park, relatives who lost their
lives in defense of this great
nation.

He spoke to a crowd
that included veterans of all
branches of the United
States Military. He gazed
into the crowd that included
veterans of World War II,
Korea and Vietnam.

He spoke of a time
when the oceans and sands
of Europe and the Pacific
once ran red with the blood
of native sons. He told the
crowd that those in atten-
dance were gathered at the
Park on Thursday to re-
member “the blood, sweat
and the tears of those locals
who fought and kept us
free.”

Afterward, veterans, or
their family members lay
wreaths in honor of the branches
of U.S. Military Service.

A moment of silence fol-
lowed out of respect for those
who didn’t make it home.

The Towns County
High School band concluded
the day with a medley of
military songs celebrating the
U.S. Army, U.S. Marines,
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy
and U.S. Coast Guard.

With each tune, the
veterans of those respective
services stood at attention
and saluted the memories of
their brethren who served
with them, side-by-side in
defense of their country.

deed transactions are up 30
percent year to date,”
Pierson said. “Our closed
properties in the MLS for
Towns County are up 44
percent year to date. Our
vacant land closings in
Towns County are up a
whopping 175 percent year
to date.

“My company’s rev-
enue is up 37 percent, year
to date,” he said.

Pierson investigated
further and discovered that
nationally, third quarter re-
sales are up 10 percent; na-
tionally, third quarter new
home sales are up 19 percent.

“Internationally, the Glo-
bal World Index grew 13.8
percent, which is the second
strongest growth in the last 40
years,” Pierson said.

 What do these num-
bers mean?

“We don’t need the
New York Times or CNN’s
opinion. I may not be good
at math but you don’t have
to be a rocket scientist to
make your own conclu-
sions,” he told the crowd.
“Some people thrive on
negativity and want to keep
us down. I’m not one of
them; I’m focused on a
positive future and hope you
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are too.”

According to Hilda
Thomason, Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds general
manager and Towns County
Tourism Association chair,
Pierson appears on target,
especially when it comes to
good news being just around
the corner.

The county’s tourism
arm reports the arrival of the
Georgia Shriner’s Conven-
tion in Hiawassee for 2011.
That event is followed by the
Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-
in and then the Harley
Davidson rally at the Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds.

The latter event, which
has been held in Helen, will
mean millions for the local
economy: an estimated
$4.35 million dropped into an
economy caught between a
rock and a hard place be-
cause of a dour real estate
market.

The tourism associa-
tion also is extensively mar-
keting Towns County
throughout the Southeast as
a destination for tourists,
Thomason said.

As for the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds, pro-
moter Mike Blackwell has
offers out to Trace Atkins,

Vince Gill and Charlie
Daniels to play Anderson
Music Hall in January, Feb-
ruary and March respec-
tively, Thomason said.

“Those are just offers
right now and we’re wait-
ing to hear back from them,”
she said.

Chamber President
Angel Long told the group
that the chamber as well as
the tourism association is
taking an active role in help-
ing the community.

“We donate a portion
of the proceeds from every
fundraiser that we have to
the Towns County Food
Pantry,” she said. “Every
year, we also award $1,000
in scholarships to college or
trade school bound graduat-
ing students.

“We take our respon-
sibility of supporting the
community very seriously,”
she said.

In closing, Long paid
tribute to the Chamber’s
staff, volunteers and board
of directors.

“It is the collaborative
efforts and dedication of the
staff, volunteers and direc-
tors that make our support
of the membership and
community possible.”


