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The TCFP will be op-
erating a food booth at this 
year's Fall Festival. We will be 
selling stuffed baked potatoes,  
wraps, chili, and pumpkin pie. 
All proceeds from the booth 
will benefit the TCFP. If you 
are interested in volunteering 
to help at the booth, there is 
a schedule at the pantry. You 
can drop by or call 706-896-
4783. We need volunteers Oc-
tober 8th thru 16th. We appre-
ciate your help. T(Oct13,F1)SH

Food Pantry
needs your help

Join us every Monday in 
Hiawassee, GA, 6 p.m. at the 
Senior Center for free square 
dance and clogging practice. 
This is not Western Square 
Dance rather the old tradi-
tional calls our great grand-
pas and mas used in our Ap-
palachian Smokey Mountains 
sometimes called Big Circle. 
The Senior Center is located 2 
blocks behind the town square 
Main St. Hwy. 76, beside the 
TC Courthouse, 48 River 
Street. Sponsor: Towns Coun-
ty Historical Society, PO Box 
1182, Hiawassee, GA 30546 
706-896-1060, info@townsh-
istory.org. NT(Oct13,Z1)CA

Square dance
and clogging

Allison rallies...continued from page 1A

Early voting...continued from page 1AForestry closures...from page 1A

Fall-A-Bration...continued from page 1A
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U.S. Senator, and U.S.
House representative in
addition to their next rep-
resentative in Georgia
House District 8.

In the only local elec-
tions, Board of Education
candidate Jerry Taylor, as
well as Incumbent BOE
members Michael Anderson
and Emily Phillips are run-
ning unopposed for their re-
spective seats.

Taylor is running unop-
posed to replace outgoing
BOE member Bob Gibby,

whose term limits on the
board have expired.

Opportunities to cast
ballots are plentiful – Mon-
day, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

On Tuesdays, ballots
can be cast from 8:30 a.m.
until 7 p.m. Towns County
voters also can cast ballots
on Saturday, from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. The last opportu-
nity to vote on Saturday
prior to the Nov. 2 General
Election is Oct.30, from 9

a.m. to noon.
Early voting in the race

for Hiawassee City Council
Post 5 also is available.

Copies of the Sept. 29
Towns County Herald edi-
tion featuring a Sample Elec-
tion Ballot in addition to a
break down of the constitu-
tional amendments and the
statewide referendum on
Freeport exemptions for
businesses are available at
the Herald office adjacent to
the Huddle House in
Hiawassee.

ers with more layoffs ex-
pected in the months ahead.

Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall
was visibly upset at the news.

“The state is going to
have to live up to its obliga-
tions and quit dumping those
responsibilities on local gov-
ernments,” Kendall said.
“There’s already talk of more
cutbacks at the health depart-
ment and at the library be-
cause the state is cutting its
budget. Those services have
been placed on the shoulders
of local governments.”

The region’s chief
ranger, Tony Harkins, de-
ferred comments about the
closure of the Towns County
forestry facility to Forestry
Commission Manager Ken
Masten in Gainesville.
Masten was unavailable for
comment on Monday due to
the state holiday celebrating
Columbus Day.

Towns County Fire
Chief Mitch Floyd said that
Ranger Harkins recently in-
formed him of the news to
close the Towns facility.
Floyd said the county will
have to keep its fingers
crossed for a wet winter as
the time for potential wild-
fires have arrived.

However, the possibil-
ity of a dry winter is most
likely, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service. The
state already appears

headed for a drier, warmer
than normal fall, circum-
stances that make condi-
tions more apt for wildfires.

“Tony has told us that
he’s going to be running ev-
erything out of Pat Colwell
so, it’s going to be a delay
as far as response time goes
for our county,” Chief Floyd
said. “It’s going to be one of
those situations where if we
don’t have a bad fire sea-
son then it’s not too bad.”

The closure of the
Towns GFC headquarters
off Sunnyside will most defi-
nitely delay response time
from Georgia Forestry
Commission rangers in the
event of a major wildfire,
Chief Floyd said

“If we do have a prob-
lem, that’s going to affect us
as far as getting equipment
over here in a timely man-
ner,” Chief Floyd said.

“We’ll have to act accord-
ingly. In a nutshell, it’ll mean
a delay in their response,
probably 20 to 30 minutes
depending on where we
have an incident.”

Wildfires might get
larger than normal given the
Forestry Commission’s de-
layed response time to pro-
vide firebreak equipment.

“The number of times
we use them each year var-
ies,” Chief Floyd said. “If we
don’t have a bad fire season,
then it’s no impact at all. If
we do, then it’s that delayed
response time that we’ll have
to deal with.”

In the dry times of
2007 and 2008, Towns
County Fire Services relied
heavily on the Forestry Com-
mission, Chief Floyd said.

“This past year was
relatively mild so we didn’t
have a tremendous need for
them,” Chief Floyd said.
“And we haven’t really had
that many calls this year. It’s
really a roll the dice situation.”

Because of the cir-
cumstances regarding the
lack of Forestry Commis-
sion equipment and ranger
resources in Towns County,
Commissioner Kendall
urges residents who burn
outdoors not to burn debris
without first contacting the
Forestry Commission for a
burn permit and burn, don’t
burn information.

Chief Mitch Floyd

Percy Sledge, The Isaacs,
the Mark Trammell Trio and
The Melody Boys.

The festival also fea-
tures many other attractions,
including “The Live Shark
Show,” an amazing educa-
tional show, and the Drag-
onfly Copter Tours, showing
the majestic color of the fall
leaves-scape in Northeast
Georgia.

The fall festival season
also brings out the best ven-
dors as well. Everything from
homemade woodworks,
blacksmithing to funnel cakes
are present at the fairgrounds
until the event ends with the
wine of the fiddle during the
Georgia’s Fiddler’s Conven-
tion on Saturday, Oct. 16.

Fair hours are from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. until fruition. Be
sure to go take a helicopter
ride, check out some great
food and crafts, or catch one
of the many upcoming acts
this week, including Marty
Stuart and The Fabulous Su-
perlatives at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, Oct. 14; The

Fall-A-Bration, many local
businesses and civic groups
took part in the Trunk-or-
Treat affair passing out free
candy and other concession
favorites from the trunks of
their decorated vehicles.

The idea is for local busi-
nesses and civic groups to adorn
their vehicles in fall themes to
give out holiday candy and
treats to local children.

“It’s been a success
every year,” said The
Ridges Resort General Man-
ager Chad Hooper. “We’re
able to include a lot of dif-
ferent games and entertain-
ment for children and their
families to participate in.

“It’s become a tradi-
tion for us here at The
Ridges and we hope to con-
tinue that,” Hooper said.
“We want to be an impact
to our community.”

This year’s events in-
cluded live music, barbecue,
games for the children and the
annual Cornhole competition.

The event also ben-
efited the local chapter of
the Future Farmers of
America as the group raised
money through sales of bar-
becue plates to patrons of
the event.

“We’re excited about

oversees the drafting of the
state budget, a position that
enables him to not only just
have a vote, but a voice for
the district.

Al l ison a lso  has
been named as secretary

of the House’s Judiciary
Committee.

Most recently, he was
appointed to serve on the
Georgia Commission on
Family Violence and the
Special Joint Committee on

Immigration Reform.
In closing, Allison

stressed to his supporters
that they should stay in con-
tact with him.

“I’m always only a
phone call away,” he said.

Tams and Showtime Interna-
tional at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Oct. 15; and
Fiddlin’ Howard Cunningham
and the Appalachian
Tunesmiths at 2 p.m. and the
Quebe Sisters Band at 5:30
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 15.

At 7 p.m. on Friday,
competition begins for the
Fiddlers’ Convention with
this year’s emcee, Barry
Palmer.

Georgia Mountain
Fairgrounds General Man-
ager Hilda Thomason said
whatever activity festival
goers decide to take part in,
everyone should come cel-
ebrate the beginning of fall
at the Fairgrounds.

The festival includes
the crafts that make North-
east Georgia so special
along with another 2010 fea-
ture, “the amazing Live
Shark Show.”

“It’s a chance for our
visitors to experience one of
the most exciting shows the
Fall Festival has ever expe-
rienced,” Thomason said.

“That sums up the Live
Shark Show.”

And for those whose
feet are literally aching, event
scooters are available again
this year.

“The event scooters
will be available throughout
the entire Fall Festival,”
Thomason said.

On Oct. 15 and 16, the
Official Georgia Fiddler’s
Convention takes center
stage at Anderson Music
Hall, Thomason said.

Bryan McDowell
made Canton, NC proud
during his weekend visit to
the Fall Festival last year.

The competition in-
cludes Senior Fiddler, Junior
Fiddler, Bluegrass Band, Fin-
ger Style Guitar, Flat Pick
Guitar, Banjo, and Mandolin,
Thomason said.

“This could be the most
exciting Fall Festival ever,”
Thomason said. “We’re ex-
cited and looking forward to
wonderful days of fun, food,
crafts and musical entertain-
ment.”

that and we’re tickled to be
a part of that,” he said.

The day’s events also
included lake tours.

“We took our tour
boats and a couple of pon-
toons and gave free tours of
Lake Chatuge,” he said. “It
worked out real well with
the leaves turning and the
fall colors for the children
and families to see. It was
really amazing giving people
that experience, some of
which had not experienced
that before.”

While some tried their
luck at the Cornhole com-
petition, others were en-
joyed delicious Southern
barbeque served up by mem-
bers of the Towns County
High School’s FFA. Good-
will and strong, respectful
character was on full display
here as the handful of ea-
ger young FFA members
worked diligently, happy to
serve their community.

Relishing in these acts
of literal sugarcoated
thoughtfulness are the cos-
tumed young ones choosing
from a smorgasbord of sweet
treats. A bright red Towns
County Fire and Rescue
truck was parked on one end
in support of the event.

This year’s partici-
pants included Michael J.
Aubrecht, president of At-
lanta Executive Search,
which specializes in renew-
able energy, Service Mas-
ter, The Ridges Resort, The
Ridges Marina, Towns
County Fire & Rescue,
Young Harris Water Sports,
Barrett Insurance, Blairsville
Dance, Hiawassee Phar-
macy, and Georgia Mountain
Fairgrounds. Service Master
took home the title of Best
Decorated Trunk-or-Treat
participant. Brasstown Beef
donated the meat for the
FFA food sales and Sysco
donated the buns.

Ridges Resort Marina’s
Al Craig took families on pon-
toon tours of beautiful Lake
Chatuge. Others experienced
hay rides through the beauti-
ful grounds at the Ridges.

With music, children’s
games and plethora of
scrumptious Southern deli-
cacies, Fall-A-Bration
came to a close just as lively
as it began.

“It’s all about having
the community come to-
gether as one for a fall cel-
ebration. We’re one com-
munity together here,”
Hooper said. From blacksmithing to train rides, a good time was had by all at the annual Fall Festival held at

the Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds in Hiawassee. Photos/Lowell Nicholson

Pat from Service Master makes sure that all the Trunk-or-Treaters got plenty of candy on
Sunday at the annual event at The Ridges Resort. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

the rural community that ca-
tered to the locals.”

Things worked smoothly and
then the economy began to tank.

“The economy crunched
and we ended up leasing out
the Union County store to try
and help us through the bad
times,” he said.

The family focus quickly
shifted to Treetops Lakeside,
because of the locals in the
community that had become
smitten with the intimate coun-
try store and its proprietors.

“We’re seasonal, but if
you don’t have your local
people doing business with
you day-in, day-out, you’re
going to be hurting in a hurry,”
he said.

Today, the family has ex-
panded its in-store variety to
include feed products for dogs,
cats and livestock.

“There isn’t a lot of
profit, but, it brings people into
the store,” he said. “In the short
time we’ve had it we’ve seen a
big spike in business.”

Bottom line, the store is
adding another item to gets
people in the door.”

The store now also ac-

cepts EBT/Snap and one day
will be an expanded country
store. The store also offers kero-
sene heating fuel.

However. . .”food is
where it’s at in this business.
We’ll be looking at putting in a
small food court.”

In a short time Wayne
has seen people hit hard by the
economy and it’s been a pain-
ful sight from a personal level.

“The economy has re-
ally put a squeeze on a lot of
good folks,” he said. “The
housing and the real estate
market were the big industry
here aside from the tourism.
The tourism market has taken
a hit because people don’t
have the money to travel and
get out and see our area.

“We have a lot to offer
here,” he said. “As business
people, we need to get together
and pool our ideas on how to
better improve the experience
here and get people back in here.

“The local economy has
been drastically hurt because
most of the local people were
in the building industry or real
estate,” he said. “As we know
all too well, both of those in-

dustries have dried up.”
Wayne said that local

businesses must look at the long-
term and close and grip their eyes
tight on the short term.

“If we look at the short
term, it only gets depressing,”
he said. “Being a business per-
son, I look to the future. You
have to look at the future.

“We’re using the down
time in the economy to brain-
storm and envision the good
days ahead, because, there will
be good days ahead again, I’m
certain of that.”

The future is brighting
already. The Tennessee Valley
Authority recently built a camp-
ing area across the road from
Treetops Lakeside. The primi-
tive camping area includes five
pads for recreational vehicles.

In the meantime, until the
tourism and housing industry
return to normal health, Tree-
tops Lakeside & Feed will look
just down the road a piece to
its loyal, local customer base
that keeps it thriving and keeps
the doors swinging open.

“We’ll never forget who
kept us going in some of the worst
times this country has ever seen.”
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U.S. Senator, and U.S.
House representative in
addition to their next rep-
resentative in Georgia
House District 8.

In the only local elec-
tions, Board of Education
candidate Jerry Taylor, as
well as Incumbent BOE
members Michael Anderson
and Emily Phillips are run-
ning unopposed for their re-
spective seats.

Taylor is running unop-
posed to replace outgoing
BOE member Bob Gibby,

whose term limits on the
board have expired.

Opportunities to cast
ballots are plentiful – Mon-
day, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

On Tuesdays, ballots
can be cast from 8:30 a.m.
until 7 p.m. Towns County
voters also can cast ballots
on Saturday, from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. The last opportu-
nity to vote on Saturday
prior to the Nov. 2 General
Election is Oct.30, from 9

a.m. to noon.
Early voting in the race

for Hiawassee City Council
Post 5 also is available.

Copies of the Sept. 29
Towns County Herald edi-
tion featuring a Sample Elec-
tion Ballot in addition to a
break down of the constitu-
tional amendments and the
statewide referendum on
Freeport exemptions for
businesses are available at
the Herald office adjacent to
the Huddle House in
Hiawassee.

ers with more layoffs ex-
pected in the months ahead.

Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall
was visibly upset at the news.

“The state is going to
have to live up to its obliga-
tions and quit dumping those
responsibilities on local gov-
ernments,” Kendall said.
“There’s already talk of more
cutbacks at the health depart-
ment and at the library be-
cause the state is cutting its
budget. Those services have
been placed on the shoulders
of local governments.”

The region’s chief
ranger, Tony Harkins, de-
ferred comments about the
closure of the Towns County
forestry facility to Forestry
Commission Manager Ken
Masten in Gainesville.
Masten was unavailable for
comment on Monday due to
the state holiday celebrating
Columbus Day.

Towns County Fire
Chief Mitch Floyd said that
Ranger Harkins recently in-
formed him of the news to
close the Towns facility.
Floyd said the county will
have to keep its fingers
crossed for a wet winter as
the time for potential wild-
fires have arrived.

However, the possibil-
ity of a dry winter is most
likely, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service. The
state already appears

headed for a drier, warmer
than normal fall, circum-
stances that make condi-
tions more apt for wildfires.

“Tony has told us that
he’s going to be running ev-
erything out of Pat Colwell
so, it’s going to be a delay
as far as response time goes
for our county,” Chief Floyd
said. “It’s going to be one of
those situations where if we
don’t have a bad fire sea-
son then it’s not too bad.”

The closure of the
Towns GFC headquarters
off Sunnyside will most defi-
nitely delay response time
from Georgia Forestry
Commission rangers in the
event of a major wildfire,
Chief Floyd said

“If we do have a prob-
lem, that’s going to affect us
as far as getting equipment
over here in a timely man-
ner,” Chief Floyd said.

“We’ll have to act accord-
ingly. In a nutshell, it’ll mean
a delay in their response,
probably 20 to 30 minutes
depending on where we
have an incident.”

Wildfires might get
larger than normal given the
Forestry Commission’s de-
layed response time to pro-
vide firebreak equipment.

“The number of times
we use them each year var-
ies,” Chief Floyd said. “If we
don’t have a bad fire season,
then it’s no impact at all. If
we do, then it’s that delayed
response time that we’ll have
to deal with.”

In the dry times of
2007 and 2008, Towns
County Fire Services relied
heavily on the Forestry Com-
mission, Chief Floyd said.

“This past year was
relatively mild so we didn’t
have a tremendous need for
them,” Chief Floyd said.
“And we haven’t really had
that many calls this year. It’s
really a roll the dice situation.”

Because of the cir-
cumstances regarding the
lack of Forestry Commis-
sion equipment and ranger
resources in Towns County,
Commissioner Kendall
urges residents who burn
outdoors not to burn debris
without first contacting the
Forestry Commission for a
burn permit and burn, don’t
burn information.

Chief Mitch Floyd

Percy Sledge, The Isaacs,
the Mark Trammell Trio and
The Melody Boys.

The festival also fea-
tures many other attractions,
including “The Live Shark
Show,” an amazing educa-
tional show, and the Drag-
onfly Copter Tours, showing
the majestic color of the fall
leaves-scape in Northeast
Georgia.

The fall festival season
also brings out the best ven-
dors as well. Everything from
homemade woodworks,
blacksmithing to funnel cakes
are present at the fairgrounds
until the event ends with the
wine of the fiddle during the
Georgia’s Fiddler’s Conven-
tion on Saturday, Oct. 16.

Fair hours are from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. until fruition. Be
sure to go take a helicopter
ride, check out some great
food and crafts, or catch one
of the many upcoming acts
this week, including Marty
Stuart and The Fabulous Su-
perlatives at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, Oct. 14; The

Fall-A-Bration, many local
businesses and civic groups
took part in the Trunk-or-
Treat affair passing out free
candy and other concession
favorites from the trunks of
their decorated vehicles.

The idea is for local busi-
nesses and civic groups to adorn
their vehicles in fall themes to
give out holiday candy and
treats to local children.

“It’s been a success
every year,” said The
Ridges Resort General Man-
ager Chad Hooper. “We’re
able to include a lot of dif-
ferent games and entertain-
ment for children and their
families to participate in.

“It’s become a tradi-
tion for us here at The
Ridges and we hope to con-
tinue that,” Hooper said.
“We want to be an impact
to our community.”

This year’s events in-
cluded live music, barbecue,
games for the children and the
annual Cornhole competition.

The event also ben-
efited the local chapter of
the Future Farmers of
America as the group raised
money through sales of bar-
becue plates to patrons of
the event.

“We’re excited about

oversees the drafting of the
state budget, a position that
enables him to not only just
have a vote, but a voice for
the district.

Al l ison a lso  has
been named as secretary

of the House’s Judiciary
Committee.

Most recently, he was
appointed to serve on the
Georgia Commission on
Family Violence and the
Special Joint Committee on

Immigration Reform.
In closing, Allison

stressed to his supporters
that they should stay in con-
tact with him.

“I’m always only a
phone call away,” he said.

Tams and Showtime Interna-
tional at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Oct. 15; and
Fiddlin’ Howard Cunningham
and the Appalachian
Tunesmiths at 2 p.m. and the
Quebe Sisters Band at 5:30
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 15.

At 7 p.m. on Friday,
competition begins for the
Fiddlers’ Convention with
this year’s emcee, Barry
Palmer.

Georgia Mountain
Fairgrounds General Man-
ager Hilda Thomason said
whatever activity festival
goers decide to take part in,
everyone should come cel-
ebrate the beginning of fall
at the Fairgrounds.

The festival includes
the crafts that make North-
east Georgia so special
along with another 2010 fea-
ture, “the amazing Live
Shark Show.”

“It’s a chance for our
visitors to experience one of
the most exciting shows the
Fall Festival has ever expe-
rienced,” Thomason said.

“That sums up the Live
Shark Show.”

And for those whose
feet are literally aching, event
scooters are available again
this year.

“The event scooters
will be available throughout
the entire Fall Festival,”
Thomason said.

On Oct. 15 and 16, the
Official Georgia Fiddler’s
Convention takes center
stage at Anderson Music
Hall, Thomason said.

Bryan McDowell
made Canton, NC proud
during his weekend visit to
the Fall Festival last year.

The competition in-
cludes Senior Fiddler, Junior
Fiddler, Bluegrass Band, Fin-
ger Style Guitar, Flat Pick
Guitar, Banjo, and Mandolin,
Thomason said.

“This could be the most
exciting Fall Festival ever,”
Thomason said. “We’re ex-
cited and looking forward to
wonderful days of fun, food,
crafts and musical entertain-
ment.”

that and we’re tickled to be
a part of that,” he said.

The day’s events also
included lake tours.

“We took our tour
boats and a couple of pon-
toons and gave free tours of
Lake Chatuge,” he said. “It
worked out real well with
the leaves turning and the
fall colors for the children
and families to see. It was
really amazing giving people
that experience, some of
which had not experienced
that before.”

While some tried their
luck at the Cornhole com-
petition, others were en-
joyed delicious Southern
barbeque served up by mem-
bers of the Towns County
High School’s FFA. Good-
will and strong, respectful
character was on full display
here as the handful of ea-
ger young FFA members
worked diligently, happy to
serve their community.

Relishing in these acts
of literal sugarcoated
thoughtfulness are the cos-
tumed young ones choosing
from a smorgasbord of sweet
treats. A bright red Towns
County Fire and Rescue
truck was parked on one end
in support of the event.

This year’s partici-
pants included Michael J.
Aubrecht, president of At-
lanta Executive Search,
which specializes in renew-
able energy, Service Mas-
ter, The Ridges Resort, The
Ridges Marina, Towns
County Fire & Rescue,
Young Harris Water Sports,
Barrett Insurance, Blairsville
Dance, Hiawassee Phar-
macy, and Georgia Mountain
Fairgrounds. Service Master
took home the title of Best
Decorated Trunk-or-Treat
participant. Brasstown Beef
donated the meat for the
FFA food sales and Sysco
donated the buns.

Ridges Resort Marina’s
Al Craig took families on pon-
toon tours of beautiful Lake
Chatuge. Others experienced
hay rides through the beauti-
ful grounds at the Ridges.

With music, children’s
games and plethora of
scrumptious Southern deli-
cacies, Fall-A-Bration
came to a close just as lively
as it began.

“It’s all about having
the community come to-
gether as one for a fall cel-
ebration. We’re one com-
munity together here,”
Hooper said. From blacksmithing to train rides, a good time was had by all at the annual Fall Festival held at

the Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds in Hiawassee. Photos/Lowell Nicholson

Pat from Service Master makes sure that all the Trunk-or-Treaters got plenty of candy on
Sunday at the annual event at The Ridges Resort. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

the rural community that ca-
tered to the locals.”

Things worked smoothly and
then the economy began to tank.

“The economy crunched
and we ended up leasing out
the Union County store to try
and help us through the bad
times,” he said.

The family focus quickly
shifted to Treetops Lakeside,
because of the locals in the
community that had become
smitten with the intimate coun-
try store and its proprietors.

“We’re seasonal, but if
you don’t have your local
people doing business with
you day-in, day-out, you’re
going to be hurting in a hurry,”
he said.

Today, the family has ex-
panded its in-store variety to
include feed products for dogs,
cats and livestock.

“There isn’t a lot of
profit, but, it brings people into
the store,” he said. “In the short
time we’ve had it we’ve seen a
big spike in business.”

Bottom line, the store is
adding another item to gets
people in the door.”

The store now also ac-

cepts EBT/Snap and one day
will be an expanded country
store. The store also offers kero-
sene heating fuel.

However. . .”food is
where it’s at in this business.
We’ll be looking at putting in a
small food court.”

In a short time Wayne
has seen people hit hard by the
economy and it’s been a pain-
ful sight from a personal level.

“The economy has re-
ally put a squeeze on a lot of
good folks,” he said. “The
housing and the real estate
market were the big industry
here aside from the tourism.
The tourism market has taken
a hit because people don’t
have the money to travel and
get out and see our area.

“We have a lot to offer
here,” he said. “As business
people, we need to get together
and pool our ideas on how to
better improve the experience
here and get people back in here.

“The local economy has
been drastically hurt because
most of the local people were
in the building industry or real
estate,” he said. “As we know
all too well, both of those in-

dustries have dried up.”
Wayne said that local

businesses must look at the long-
term and close and grip their eyes
tight on the short term.

“If we look at the short
term, it only gets depressing,”
he said. “Being a business per-
son, I look to the future. You
have to look at the future.

“We’re using the down
time in the economy to brain-
storm and envision the good
days ahead, because, there will
be good days ahead again, I’m
certain of that.”

The future is brighting
already. The Tennessee Valley
Authority recently built a camp-
ing area across the road from
Treetops Lakeside. The primi-
tive camping area includes five
pads for recreational vehicles.

In the meantime, until the
tourism and housing industry
return to normal health, Tree-
tops Lakeside & Feed will look
just down the road a piece to
its loyal, local customer base
that keeps it thriving and keeps
the doors swinging open.

“We’ll never forget who
kept us going in some of the worst
times this country has ever seen.”

Treetops Lakeside...continued from page 1A
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