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A bear in the birdfeeder....

Ray and Helen Rowe of 
Ramey Mountain submitted 
this photo of one of their several 
ursine visitors. Bears of assort-
ed sizes are visiting them regu-
larly, with some dining on the 
deck and others enjoying their 
delicious blueberries. This little 

fella had his birdseed lunch and 
then for a few minutes seemed 
to forget how he had gotten up 
on the railing. After some bear 
acrobatics he finally managed 
to make his exit. The Rowes 
have since removed their bird 
feeders. T(Jul21,J1)SH

Is This the Little Girl 
I Carried? Is This the Little 
Boy at Play?  I don't remem-
ber growing older. When did 
they? 

Rehearsal continues for 
Fiddler on the Roof!  The cast 
for Fiddler on the Roof re-
hearse in costume at the Pea-
cock Playhouse, in Hayesville, 
NC.  Fiddler on the Roof will 
be performed by the Licklog 
Players, Thursday evening, 
July 29 through Sunday mati-
nee, August 1st and again on 

Friday, August 5th through 
Sunday matinee, August 8th.  

Visit the Licklog Players  
online  at   http://licklogplay-
ers.org/info  for  more infor-
mation, times, prices, and di-
rections. To make reservations  
you may also call  828-389-
8632   or  toll  free at  1-877-
691-9906. Tickets are reason-
ably priced at $15 for adults 
and $8 for students/children.  

If you’d like more infor-
mation, call me - Jeanne Mills, 
706-745-3500. N(Jul21-G4)gg

Rehearsals for Fiddler On the Roof

Partial cast at rehearsal

 Winding Path Publish-
ing and Nancy Simpson, edi-
tor, announce the release of 
Echoes Across the Blue Ridge, 
Stories, Essays and Poems by 
Writers Living in and Inspired 
by the Southern Appalachian 
Mountains. The sixty-eight 
writers and poets included, 
reside within the nine coun-
ties south of Asheville, on 
the Qualla Boundary and in 
bordering counties of Georgia 
and South Carolina. Members 
of the North Carolina Writers 
Network West conceived the 
idea of the anthology, raised 
funds and through their efforts 
brought it to fruition.

North Carolina author, 
Lee Smith said of this anthol-
ogy, “Straight from the land of 
sky, song and story, another 
dynamic collection -- strong 
and surprising.”   

Noted educator, writer 
and poet, Robert Morgan writes 
in his introduction, “Beyond 
the storytelling, the ballads, 
the songs, the fiddle music, 
there is something profoundly 
poetic about the Southern Ap-
palachian Mountains .”

“It is the work of writ-
ers to both celebrate the pres-
ent and to remember the past. 
Much of the old culture of the 
mountains is passing or has 
already passed away. But I 
am happy to say that a great 
deal of that life is recovered 
and brought into connection 

with the present in the work of 
our current authors in Echoes 
Across the Blue Ridge. Here 
you have the writing of re-
nowned poet laureates such 
as Kathryn Stripling Byer and 
Bettie M. Sellers, alongside 
the work of newcomers whose 
writing gives me renewed con-
fidence in the future of Appa-
lachian literature.”

Among the local authors 
from Towns, and Union Coun-
ties are Glenda Barrett, Mary 
Michelle Brodine Keller, Kar-
en Holmes, Jo Carolyn Beebe, 
Carole Richard Thompson, 
Maren Mitchell, Dorothea 
Spiegel, Rosemary Royston 
and Clarence Newton.

Philip Sampson of 
Blairsville, GA made the pho-
tograph from which Katja 
Holmes of Atlanta designed 
the cover. Upon request, Ste-
ven Harvey, professor of Eng-
lish at Young Harris College 
and author of three books of 
personal essays, generously 
offered use of his work for the 
book. Byer and Sellers work 
was also solicited.

Thomas Rain Crowe of 
the Tuckasegee community in 
western North Carolina, au-
thor of twenty books of origi-
nal works, anthologies, and re-
cordings also offered his work 
for the anthology.

Gary Carden, renowned 
playwright and story teller from 
Sylva, NC donated the proceeds 
from a special production of his 
play, Birdell, to NCWN West to 
help with costs involved in pub-
lishing Echoes Across the Blue 
Ridge. Two of Carden’s  stories 
appear in the book.

The anthology is dedi-
cated to the memory of our 
Appalachian ballad poet Byron 
Herbert Reece. Several pieces 
of his work are included.   

  Echoes Across the Blue 
Ridge is available at Curiosity 
Books in Murphy, Phillips and 
Lloyd Bookstore in Hayes-
ville, NC and the Book Nook 
in Blairsville, GA. NT(Jul21,Z3)SH

Local authors’ newest 
effort met with great enthusiasm

The Chophouse of Hia-
wassee hosted a fashion show 
on Thursday, July 15 with Britt 
and Capri and BodySense pro-

viding summer fashions.  Each 
of the participating businesses 
donated a $50 gift certificate 
as door prizes. T(Jul21,F5)SH

L to r: Debbie Wickersham, Owner Britt and Capri, Robin Plott, 
winner of the BodySense prize, Kathryn Scroggs, winner of the Britt 
and Capri prize, Chef James Reaux, Bobbi LeHoullier, winner of the 
Chophouse Prize, and Donna McAuliffe, Owner of BodySense.

Fashion show door prize winners
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Nashville newcomer Eric Paslay opened for Blake Shelton Friday
evening much to the delight of concert goers. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

off the list, Clinton’s face
turned red and his jaw be-
gan to drop. By the time he
heard his name called, the
sheriff was at a loss for
words.

“I think he’s done a fine
job since he’s been elected
and I know you do too,”
President Grady said. “He’s
a fine Christian man, he’s got
a lovely wife and family and
he’s always willing to help,
especially here at the Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds.”

As Grady signaled
Sheriff Clinton to rise from
his chair and accept the
honor of Citizen of the Year,
so rose the crowd of Lions,
law enforcement and public
safety personnel in tribute to
the man of the hour.

A surprised Sheriff
Clinton smiled and ad-
dressed the crowd.

“I guess I found out
what I’m speaking about to-

night,” he said in a humble
tone.

“I want to say thank
you, not only to the Lions
Club, but to the folks that
trust me to run the Sheriff’s
Office,” Clinton said. “I
want to say thank you to
these folks in the room who
we just introduced (deputies
and public safety personnel).
They really do, they give you
everything they’ve got.

“I also want to say
thank you to Crystal (his
wife) and my children,” he
said. “They put up with an
awful lot and they support
me. When it’s 2 o’clock in
the morning, the phone rings
and something bad has hap-
pened, they understand.”

Afterward, Sheriff
Clinton, still at a loss for
words, said the honor was
“humbling.”

“It’s a big honor,” he
said. “However, to me, the

big deal, the heroes, well,
they’re our deputies. They
do a great job and I get the
credit for that and I appre-
ciate it. Believe me, I
couldn’t do it without them.

“I certainly couldn’t
do the job without our com-
munity and my family,” he
said. “It’s a partnership all
the way around.”

The sheriff said the
honor came as a welcomed
surprise.

“When we came in,
they asked Crystal and I
to  s i t  up f ront  so  I
wouldn’t have to walk so
far  to  speak,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “I was sup-
posed to be the guest
speaker and my secre-
tary  didn’ t  te l l  me.  I
didn’t have a clue what
they were doing unti l
Ralph started to speak.

“It’s a pretty good sur-
prise,” he said with a smile.

says we have to achieve.
“I think it shows the

staff is working very hard,
they’re focused and trying to
present a quality curricu-
lum,” he said. “It’s hard
work achieving AYP seven
years in a row.

“We’re very excited,”
he said. “We maintain a con-
sistent pattern. Occasionally,
we have our ups and downs.
In this case, our staff and
faculty have worked very
hard over the years.”

Only four other
schools statewide have
achieved AYP more con-
secutive years than Towns
County Schools.

All three Towns
County Schools passed all
the indicators required to
achieve AYP. It isn’t easy
to make AYP because
schools have various sub-
groups that must achieve to
meet AYP as well as catego-
ries that include participation
rates, various scores and
graduation test results.

“One of the things that
surprised us, we improved on
our graduation rate this
year,” Dr. Behrens said.

“We’re very excited about
that. The high school was
above state average in all
their categories on the
graduation test.”

In June, the school
also was honored with a high
rate of achievement in
CRCT scores. Students
Georgia public schools
grades 1-8 are required to
take the CRCT in reading,
English and math. Students
in grades 3-8 also take sci-
ence and social studies ex-
ams. Third-graders must
pass the reading exam for
promotion. Students in the
fifth and eighth grades must
pass the reading and math
tests for promotion.

Towns County
Schools have excelled in
CRCT exams throughout
the decade.

“We’ve continued to
improve in that area,” Dr.
Behrens said. “That’s
something we work very
hard on each school year.”

Also, add the distinc-
tion of being named the 66th

best high school out of 358
high schools in Georgia by
the Georgia Public Policy

Foundation and actually,
2010 was a very good year.

Even with meeting
AYP seven consecutive
years with five consecutive
years of distinguished status,
Dr. Behrens said the school
system has many areas of
which it can improve.

“We’re excited, but at
the same time, we know we
can do better in certain ar-
eas,” he said. “We’ll never
stop working to improve.”

Personally, seven
years of distinguished AYP
means a lot to Dr. Behrens.

“As we’ve experi-
enced this past year, you can
have a test score that can
hurt you,” he said. “This was
kind of bittersweet because
of what happened last year.
We’re a small school, we’re
going to have some tests that
go down sometimes and
we’re going to have some
tests that go up.

“But, consistently, we
stay above of what is ex-
pected of us,” he said.
“Hopefully, we’ll continue. I
know that the staff and the
faculty will continue to keep
working toward that.”

the partisan Shelton crowd
with one hit after another.

“I’ll tell you one thing
folks, it’s great to be in
Hiawassee, Georgia on a
Friday night,” he said to the
screaming crowd, mostly
consisting of fans of the fe-
male persuasion. “Heck, its
Friday night, me and the
boys have nothing else to
do. We’re going to put on a
show for y’all.”

Shelton belted out one
hit after another. Especially
a hit about tearing down a
dirt road with a Rebel flag
flying and an Earnhardt
sticker behind his head.
Well, Shelton fans know the
rest of the lyrics and the title
to the song. We won’t re-
peat either in this story, but
it drew a yell from the
crowd.

Shelton also sang his
No. 1 hit Nobody but Me
as the crowd sang along.
He followed with a gold one
from George Strait’s reper-
toire, All My Exes Live In
Texas.

Shelton talked about
how excited he was to be
engaged to his true love, a
blond-haired beauty and
Country Music star,
Miranda Lambert.

The Anderson Music
Hall crowd was just as ex-
cited for him.

Earlier in the evening,

the crowd was pleasantly
surprised by a young Nash-
ville act opening for Shelton.
Eric Paslay, with a reper-
toire of his own songs and
sounding like a young Tom
Petty, was all alone on the
stage with his guitar more
than an hour before Shelton
took the stage.

Paslay brought the
crowd to its feet on more
than one occasion and sur-
prised the partisan Shelton
crowd with a guitar picking
that would make Roy Clark
smile.

He grew up in Texas
but moved to Nashville seven
years ago. His musical influ-
ences include Johnny Cash,
Rodney Crowell, Eric

Clapton, Brooks & Dunn
and Tom Petty.

This young singer,
songwriter stands 6-feet 4-
inches and has fiery red hair,
covered with a brown hunt-
ing hat. If you somehow
don’t notice him in a crowd
you’ll definitely pay atten-
tion when you hear his
voice.

Georgia Mountain
Fairgrounds General Man-
ager Hilda Thomason was
so impressed with the 27-
year-old newcomer that she
said Paslay will be booked
for next year’s Georgia
Mountain Fair.

“He is talented,” she
said. “I think he has a bright
future ahead of him.”

Lee brings her musical tal-
ents to Anderson Music Hall
along with Freddie Way.

On Saturday, the an-
nual Georgia Mountain Fair
Parade provides a day of
memories.

The parade begins at
the Bank of Hiawassee and
ends at the Fairgrounds. The
day also features the musi-
cal duo, The Bellamy Broth-
ers and local music legend
Tommy Townsend &
Waymore’s Outlaws.

On Sunday, an Interfaith
Worship Service is scheduled
for 11 a.m. at the Fairgrounds
with Jerry Goff. That’s fol-
lowed at 2 p.m. by the Gospel
Music Show featuring The
McKamey’s, The Primitives
and The Inspirations.

The fair continues

through July 31.
This year’s event also

features a Rockin’ A Ranch
Petting Zoo. The petting
zoo features live cattle,
horses, ponies, donkey, mule
zebra, llama, camel, and
more. These animals are
part of a breeding program
and private collection.

Another new attrac-
tion this year is Mal
McEwen, who brings his
chainsaw to the Fairgrounds
for artistic display of
chainsaw art.

The event also fea-
tures the ever popular car-
nival rides and the annual
arts and crafts shows, held
daily with real exhibitions of
old time craft making.

It’s an event you don’t
want to miss.

Commissioner Bill Kendall

Kendall pleased with park deal
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall
has been overwhelmed with
the outpour of support for the
county’s recent purchase of
50.7 acres of land on Mining
Gap Trail for future park use.

The property, acquired
from the Johnnie Foster
Charitable Trust with the
help of her sister Nancy
Broshears, will be developed
into what Kendall refers to
as a “comprehensive park”
to be forever known as the
Ralph and Johnnie Foster
Memorial Park.

“Acquiring the prop-
erty has been a great relief
and very rewarding to me,”
Commissioner Kendall said.
“When seeking the office of
Commissioner, I made a
commitment to the citizens,
as a major plank of my plat-
form, to find property for a
much needed park.

“I had been turned
down at every attempt to ac-
quire property over the past
four years and was very con-
cerned that I may not be able
to fulfill this commitment,” he
said. “Thanks to Nancy
Broshears and her late sister
Johnnie, I have been able to
keep this commitment by ac-
quiring property on which to
develop a park.”

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall said that he
wanted to thank the many
residents of Towns County
who have called offering
their thanks for purchasing
the property and support in
seeking long-term funding,
other than using property
tax dollars (Special Purpose
Local Option Sales Tax).

SPLOST dollars, if

approved by voters in the
months ahead, will pay for
developing the acreage into
a park to be enjoyed in per-
petuity by residents, both
young and old alike, Com-
missioner Kendall said.

“This project has
brought together Towns
County residents of all ages
and groups in a common
cause to benefit all,” Com-
missioner Kendall said. “I
want to share with you, just
one example of support and
thanks to Nancy from Ma-
con County, NC.”

WPFJ 1480 AM, The
Dove, Christian Radio aired
the following on July 2, the
day proclaimed by Commis-
sioner Kendall as Nancy
Broshears Day in Towns
County. The DJ was
Charlie Bass.

“Several times this
morning, I’ve made mention
of the upcoming Fourth of
July weekend and what it
means to live in a free coun-
try. I think one of the things
that make America the
country that it is today is the
generations of people who
lived before us and thought
and planned for us. We
stand on the shoulders of
previous generations to en-
joy the freedom we have to-
day. It’s great to know that
that spirit has not died and I
want to share one local

story as evidence of that.
Towns County has been

looking for property for a
much needed park for some-
time. Currently, the TV and
U.S. Forest Service own
about 70 percent of Towns
County property and much of
the rest of it is just not suitable
for building or centrally located
for a park. Well, it looks like
their dreams and prayers are
about to be answered through
the generosity of one indi-
vidual, Nancy Broshears.

Nancy was aware of
this need and when she was
made executor of her sister’s
estate, she knew exactly
what her sister would want
her to do. Leave something
that would benefit people in
the years to come. So, as a
memorial to her sister
Johnnie and brother-in-law
Ralph Foster, Nancy is mak-
ing the Foster Farm available
for a park at only a portion
of the property’s value with
the proceeds from the sale
to be used for educational
scholarships for the youth of
Towns County and other
charitable causes.

Today, July 2, 2010 has
been designated as Nancy
Broshears Day in Towns
County and the residents of
Macon County, NC would
like to stand alongside of the
residents of Towns County
in recognizing Nancy for her
generosity and her vision for
the future.

Nancy, thanks for dem-
onstrating what made
America great.

We need more people
like you in the world today.
We at WPFJ are honored to
join hands with the residents
of Towns County in recog-
nizing you. God bless
America with more citizens
like you.”

Callie Moore, Director 
of the Hiwassee River Water-
shed Coalition, spoke to those 
attending the regular meeting 
of the Towns County Histori-
cal Society on Monday, July 
12, 2010. Setting up a slide 
show presentation in the Se-
nior Center in Hiawassee, she 
first gave a brief history of the 
HRWC which became a non-
profit 501c3 in 1995, working 
in Cherokee and Clay counties 
in North Carolina and in Towns 
and Union counties in Georgia. 
Funding from a state grant will 
soon provide the paid position 
of a Lake Chatuge Watershed 
Restoration coordinator who 
will work on educational ma-
terials, livestock BMP’s (Best 
Management Practices), storm 
water BMP’s for residents and 
commercial, and septic tank 
repairs. 

For those newcomers to 
this area who may not know, 
Lake Chatuge is a 7,000 acre 
reservoir created by TVA (Ten-
nessee Valley Authority) in 
1942 for the purpose of storing 
flood waters. Lake Chatuge is 
very important to the local 
economy, bringing many tour-
ists (our number one industry) 
to Towns County. Thus keep-
ing it a “clean” lake is impor-
tant for boaters, swimmers, 
fishermen and anyone trying 
to make a living here. A lake 
dying with algae is not what 
brings income to the area.

A number of problems 
have sent the lake quality from 
“good” to “poor” in recent 
years: soil erosion with the 
construction of lake homes 
and close developments; lack 
of woody vegetation along 

lake properties (riparian buf-
fer) to filter runoff from fertil-
ized lawns and golf courses; 
waste and overgrazing from 
livestock with unlimited ac-
cess to waterways; waste from 
Canada geese; lack of storm 
water retention and treatment 
from parking lots and high-
ways; leaking or failing septic 
systems. 

Even though the City 
of Hiawassee’s wastewater 
facility is in full compliance 
with state and federal permits, 
discharges of treated waste-
water also add nutrients to 
the lake. Increasing the size 
of the wastewater plant will 
reduce the amount of phos-
phorous and nitrogen allowed 
to be discharged into the lake, 
helping greatly with that point 
source of nutrients. HRWC is 
working with both the City 
of Hiawassee and the County 
Commissioner to achieve this 
end. The SPLOST that the 
County is proposing for next 
spring would help pay for an 
enlarged plant.

Homeowners can also 
do their part by maintaining a 
good riparian buffer on your 
property if you border streams 
or the lake, restrict fertilizer 
use, retain and treat storm wa-
ter runoff from your property 
with a rain garden, and don't 
encourage the geese. Learn 
more by going to www.hrwc.
net or by calling 828-837-
5414.

Moore said TVA is cur-
rently doing a full survey 
of the lake this summer and 
HRWC should have results by 
March or April of 2011.

The Towns County His-

What’s new with Lake Chatuge?
torical Society meets the sec-
ond Monday of each month at 
the Senior Center in Hiawassee 

at 5 p.m. All are invited to at-
tend and join this active group. 
Dues are only $15. T(Jul21,G2)SH


