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The annual Sellers Lec-
ture at Young Harris College 
will feature New York Times 
bestselling author Robin 
Romm on Thursday, April 7, 
at 7 p.m. in Wilson Lecture 
Hall of Goolsby Center on the 
Young Harris College campus. 
Presented by the Division of 
Humanities, the event is free 
and open to the public.

The lecture will take 
place in conjunction with 
“Palliative and End-of-Life 
Communication: America's 
Need and Resistance,” a spe-
cial three-day event sponsored 
by the divisions of Humanities 
and Fine Arts, Tuesday-Thurs-
day, April 5-7. This event will 
feature lectures, presentations 
and panel discussions by YHC 
faculty, guest speakers and 
students, along with a special 
exhibition at the Campus Gate 
Art Gallery.

Romm will speak about 
her memoir, The Mercy Pa-
pers, which was named a Top 
Ten Nonfiction Book of the 
Year by Entertainment Week-
ly, a Notable Book of the Year 
by The New York Times and 
Top 100 Nonfiction Book by 
the San Francisco Chronicle.

Romm’s collection of 
stories, The Mother Garden, 
was a finalist for the PEN USA 
prize and the Northern Cali-
fornia Independent Booksell-
er's Book of the Year Award. 
Her stories have appeared in 
numerous national anthologies 
and journals, including Tin 
House, One Story and Three-
penny Review.

Romm currently serves 
as assistant professor of cre-
ative writing at New Mexico 
State University. She lives in 
New Mexico with her boy-
friend, writer Don Waters, and 

Sellers Lecture features Romm

their cattle dog, Mercy.
The Sellers Lecture Se-

ries was established to honor 
Bettie M. Sellers, professor 
emeritus at Young Harris Col-
lege and noted Georgia poet. 
Sellers taught English and 
served as chair of the Division 
of Humanities at Young Harris 
College. After 32 years of ser-
vice, she retired in 1997. She 
was named Author of the Year 
in 1979 by the Dixie Council 
of Authors and Journalists, and 
she received the Governor’s 
Award in the Humanities in 
1987. In 1992, she was named 
Poet of the Year by the Ameri-
can Pen Women. In 1997, she 
was named Poet Laureate of 
Georgia by then-governor and 
YHC alumnus Zell Miller, ’51, 
a position she held for three 
years. She received a lifetime 
achievement award from the 
Georgia Writers Association 
in 2004.

Students, health care 
professionals and community 
members are encouraged to at-
tend the lecture and conference.

For more information and 
a full schedule of events, visit 
www.yhc/edu/pcw.  NT(Apr6,F4)CA

Author Robin Romm

Tri-County Community 
College (TCCC) would like 
to congratulate Patricia Clay-
ton of Young Harris, GA, on 
being selected as Who’s Who 
Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges. Se-
lection was based on students’ 
grade point average and facul-
ty recommendations. T(Apr6,G1)SH

Clayton
on Who’s Who

The Blue Ridge Moun-
tains Chapter of the Military 
Officers Association of Amer-
ica (MOAA) meets the third 
Monday of each month at vari-
ous area restaurants. All active 
duty, National Guard, reserve, 
retired, and former military, 
public health service, and 
NOAA officers and warrant 
officers and surviving spouses 
are invited to attend.

For information please 
contact one of the following 
individuals: in North Carolina 
Jim Ferrell at 828-335-9203, 
and in Georgia Tom Shope at 
706-745-4072 or visit http://
www.moaa.org/chapter/blu-
eridgemountains. NT(Apr6,Z9)CA

MOAA
Chapter meeting

Margie K. Carroll
to speak at Moss Memorial Library

On Saturday, April 9th 
at 2 p.m. Margie K. Carroll 
will tell her story of her jour-
ney toward creating incredible 
children’s books. Margie was 
born in Texas and resided in 
New Mexico, but has spent the 
past 35 years in North Geor-
gia. For 31 years she worked 
as a teacher, Media Specialist 
and Technology Specialist in 
the Cherokee County, Geor-
gia  School System. She has 
spent much of her life viewing 
the world through the lens of 
a camera and has mastered the 
painstaking art of Nature Pho-
tography.

Margie’s photographs 
have been featured in numer-
ous Galleries and publications 
throughout the Southeast. Her 
camera has captured count-
less shots during her travels 
to Alaska, Africa, Canada and 
numerous western states. She 
has centered her recent efforts 
into creating three wonderful 
books for children. Each of 
these three books tells a story 
of one animal’s journey from 
childhood to adolescence. 
Rather than employ the strokes 
of a paint brush to illustrate 
her characters she utilized her 
extraordinary wildlife photos. 
The creatures depicted in her 
books are a Sandhill Crane, a 
Little Gray Fox, and a Great 
Blue Heron. Another wildlife 
photographer, who captured 
the antics of a Young Polar 
Bear, coaxed Margie into 
writing a fourth book for the 

younger set.
For information call 

706-389-8401. This event is 
funded by The Fred A. Moss 
Charity Trust. T(Apr6,F7)CA

Join the Land Trust 
for the Little Tennessee and 
Brenda Hull on a crisp spring 
morning bird walk on April 8th 
at the John C. Campbell Folk 
School. Brenda is from Hayes-
ville and teaches at Young 
Harris College and is going to 
show us some open field and 
riparian forest birds along the 
Little Brasstown Creek. Ex-
pect to see warblers, birds of 
prey, and other species. We 
will meet at the vegetable gar-
dens at John C. Campbell Folk 
School Walking Trail at 8 a.m. 
For more information or to 
RSVP contact Jill Wiggins at 
828-524-2711 ext. 209 or out-
reach@ltlt.org

The Franklin-based Land 
Trust for the Little Tennessee 
(LTLT) works to conserve the 
waters, forests, farms and heri-
tage of the upper Little Tennes-
see and Hiwassee River valleys 
which includes all of western 

Join a Bird Walk at Folk School

North Carolina west of the 
Balsam Mountains. Since 1999 
LTLT has helped conserve over 
12,000 acres of land including 
35 miles of Little Tennessee 
River frontage, multiple head-
water streams in the Valley Riv-
er, Snowbird, Balsam, Cowee 
and Nantahala Mountains, and a 
number of family farms includ-
ing a Cherokee County farm 
that is the largest working farm 
in NC west of Asheville. 

Last year, LTLT initiat-
ed the Hiwassee-Valley Land 
Trust, a project devoted to 
land conservation in Cherokee 
and Clay counties. We strive to 
protect land that is important 
for its value as wildlife habi-
tat, productive farmland, rec-
reational area, scenic beauty, 
or historic significance. Every-
one who lives in our project 
areas benefits from the per-
manent conservation of these 
resources. NT(Apr6,F6)CA

Bird watchers out on the forest trails and streams 

This month’s free pub-
lic workshop: Exploring the 
Emotional Roots of Disease 
will be held on  Tuesday, April 
19, 2011 from 7 p.m. til 9 p.m., 
please arrive at 6:45 p.m.

Pain is a messenger.  
Don’t shoot the messenger.

Do you suffer from a 
chronic or acute disease or 
pain? Medical research indi-
cates that 90% of all disease is 
stress-related.

Even when disease is ge-
netic (diabetes, cardiovascular, 
hypertension, cancer), stress 
makes it much worse. These 
diseases and others (such as 
headaches, gastrointestinal 
disorders, and back pain) can 
be reduced when we find the 
emotional component hidden 
within the pain or disorder.

Do you want to reduce 
disease and pain with natural 
holistic methods?   

Many people say they 
are grateful for their cancer, (or 
their heart attack, etc.) because 
it was a wake-up call. They 
gained meaningful insights 
because they were forced to 
change their life. Don’t wait 
for the progression of a dis-
ease to be the catalyst to gain 
insights. Take steps now to 
create a truly flourishing life.   

You can stop the unnec-
essary suffering.

Even if you can’t to-
tally eliminate a disease, you 
can experience considerable 
healing.  With holistic heal-
ing processes, you can save 
money on medication, surgery, 
and reduce the time you miss 
from work.  Enjoy more qual-
ity time with your family. Ap-

Free public workshop: Exploring
the Emotional Roots of Disease 

ply your new-found energy to 
making your most important 
dreams come true!

You’ll walk away with 
practical tools to help your 
body heal.

Learn how to ask ef-
fective questions, and receive 
answers that generate deep in-
sight and healing.

1. What is your body 
trying to tell you? Learn how 
to uncover the message within 
the pain or disease.

2. What are the uncon-
scious un-met needs of your 
emotional and spiritual body? 

3. What must happen to 
satisfy these unmet needs so 
your body can heal?

4. What is the most ef-
fective action you must take 
to accelerate your healing pro-
cess?

Location: Life Wellness 
Center & Bookstore, 63 Pleas-
ant Hill Road, Blairsville, GA 
30512.                               

Facilitator: Benita A. 
Esposito, M.A., is a Licensed 
Professional Counselor with 
a master's degree in clinical 
psychology.  Benita combines 
her classical training with her 
intuitive abilities to detect 
self-defeating behaviors, and 
she helps people fulfill their 
human potential. She counsels 
individuals, couples, groups, 
leads intensive retreats, and 
facilitates team building for 
organizations. Benita also 
serves as a life coach for high-
achievers.

In-person counseling 
sessions are available in Blairs-
ville, GA at the Life Wellness 
Center & Bookstore. N(Apr6,Z12)CA
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damages also were reported
in the Bugscuffle commu-
nity in Towns County. Emer-
gency crews reported the
trees being cleared from
Bugscuffle Road shortly af-
ter midnight, or early Tues-
day morning.

County road crews
and crews with the Georgia
Department of Transporta-
tion were called in to help
clear roadways.

Power outages were
reported in Young Harris
from Ridgecrest community
along GA 515. Businesses
along the corridor obviously
were without power in a cur-
sory drive by.

Reports of trees down
from Crane Creek to Fod-
der Creek to Owl Creek and
trees leaning into power lines
were constant throughout
the night.

Emergency crews re-
ported trees down along
Fodder Creek Road in
Towns County as well as

trees leaning into a power
line in that community,
threatening to take the
power line down.

The bulk of manpower
for Blue Ridge EMC was
already in Cherokee
County, NC when called by
Towns County shortly after
the most severe portion of
the storm and asked to as-
sist in the removal of the
threatening trees in the Fod-
der Creek community. EMC
reported back that they
would be there as soon as
they could.

Trees also were re-
ported down on GA 180 in
Towns County in the area
of Owl Creek.

A deluge of heavy
rain whipped across the
county accompanied by
straight line winds, with the
most severe storm impact
hitting the county around
10:19 p.m.

Power was out in por-
tions of Union County as well

as residents there had more
to worry about than watch-
ing the conclusion of a NCAA
national title game. There
were reports of trees down
and brush fires in Union
County potentially threaten-
ing a residence, with details
unavailable at press time.

Damage also was re-
ported in neighboring Clay
County, NC near Shooting
Creek as well as Cherokee
County, NC where trees had
downed power lines and
high winds obliterated three
power poles.

There also was a report
of a structure fire on Friend-
ship Church Road in Chero-
kee County, NC. No details
about the structure fire were
available at press time.

See the April 13th edi-
tion of the Towns County
Herald for addition details
about the violent storm sys-
tem that pushed through
Towns County late Mon-
day and early Tuesday.

Blue Ridge Mountain EMC trucks were out in full force in Towns County on Monday night as a
violent storm system swept through the county with 60 mph-plus winds. Photo/James Reese

cuit, was awarded the Judi-
cial Enforcement Partner-
ship Award for Aggressive
DUI Prosecution.

At the state level, the
Blue Ridge Georgia State
Patrol Post 27 came home
with the Georgia State Pa-
trol Post of the Year Award

for the MADD Cherokee/
ATTEN area in addition to
the statewide GSP Post of
the Year, awarded a day ear-
lier in Atlanta at the Golden
Shield Honor Awards.

MADD state Execu-
tive Director Emily Clines
said that the awards are

presented in appreciation
for exceptional dedication
and service toward
achieving the mission of
Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, supporting vic-
tims of that violent crime
and preventing underage
drinking.

Jeremy Clough, senior Assistant District Attorney for the Enotah Judicial Circuit, center, was honored
March 25 at the Annual Mothers Against Drunk Driving Banquet for aggressive prosecution of DUIs.

Clerk of Courts office in the
County Courthouse to get
signed up again.

Also, as part of HB
41, the legislation signed by
Gov. Deal reduces the fee
paid to superior court
clerks for preparing trial

records for appeal from
$10 to $1 per page.

The $10 per page fee
also was imposed last ses-
sion and almost put a com-
plete halt to appeals state-
wide because of the sub-
stantial cost of appealing

a Superior Court convic-
tion. Prior to the imposi-
tion of the $10 per page
fee, the cost was $1.50
per page.

The most recent leg-
islation signed by Gov. Deal
cuts that fee to $1 per page.

other materials related to the
installation of the highly an-
ticipated firefighting tools.
Ferguson came in with a bid
of $159,148.25.

The closest bid to that fig-
ure came from Consolidated
Pipe and Supply out of Acworth
with a bid of $174,305.45,
county records show.

Two other bids were
opened, a bid from HD Wa-
terworks, of Kennesaw,
which bid $177,622.50, and
a bid of $181,986.90 from
Tech Utilities and Supply of
Greenville, SC.

Chief Floyd told Com-
missioner Kendall that he
would closely examine the
bids to make sure that all nec-
essary specifications in the bid
packages had been met.

Only one bid was re-
ceived for the Tap Mate de-
vice, a tool used to tap into
existing water lines for the in-
stallation of the fire hydrants.
That bid came from Ferguson
Waterworks. The bid came in
at $24,448.54. The two sides
sat down and discussed items
in the bid that would not be
necessary and agreed on a
reduced cost of $15,628.60.

The commissioner also
unsealed bids for the purchase
of an excavator to use with
the fire hydrant project. Two
bids were received, a bid of
$48,100 from Mason Tractor,
and a bid of $47,227 from
Nelson Tractor. The commis-
sioner went with the low bid.

“The county won’t in-
stall the fire hydrants, rather,

we’re purchasing the
needed materials and equip-
ment to get the job done,”
he said. “The Towns County
Water Authority (not affili-
ated with county govern-
ment) and the two munici-
palities have agreed to install
these hydrants, or contract
the work to be done.”

The fire hydrant
project, a selling point in the
recent Special Purpose Lo-
cal Option Sales Tax refer-
endum approved over-
whelmingly by voters, is ex-
pected to be completed in
12 months. It’s believed to
be able to put the county’s
ISO rating around 5, which
will save local residents hun-
dreds each year in
homeowners’ insurance.

cent sales tax,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said. “Hall
and Forsyth counties hold 51
percent of the voting block
in our region and they could
pass this referendum all by
themselves.”

Kendall points out that
Towns County accounts for
2.4 percent of the registered
voters in the 13-county region.

“Hall and Forsyth
counties will most likely con-
trol the outcome of this ref-
erendum,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

The referendum is
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schedule for the 2012 Pri-
mary Election. The legisla-
tion allows counties no viable
option, without steep penal-
ties, on providing the list of
proposed projects, Commis-
sioner Kendall said.

“Even by adopting this
list, I want to be perfectly
clear that I am not endors-
ing this 1 cent sales tax ref-
erendum,” Commissioner
Kendall said. “Most of these
projects have been on
GDOT’s list of projects for
many years and are prima-
rily bridge improvements.


