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least 26. Their entire tuition
cost will be covered as long
as they maintain a GPA of
3.3 throughout their college
career.”

The biggest change
made to the program in this
legislation, that is now
awaiting the governor’s sig-
nature, is that HOPE ben-
efits will be decoupled from
tuition rates. In other words,
the scholarship amount will
be adjusted annually based
on lottery revenues.

“This is simply fiscal
responsibility,” said Sen.
Butterworth, who helped
craft the legislation.

“Gov. Zell Miller left a
great legacy to Georgia stu-
dents when he left office: the
HOPE Scholarship Pro-
gram,” Sen. Butterworth
said. “His efforts to make
Georgia a national leader in
education made Georgia a
shining example for higher
education and innovative,
healthy growth.”

However, Sen. Butterworth
said, the program was in danger
of not being able to meet its future
obligations.

“In an effort to curtail
the program’s impending
demise, I have worked di-

rectly with Gov. Deal, Gen-
eral Assembly leadership
and Georgia’s families to
ensure that HOPE en-
dures,” Sen. Butterworth
said. “While considering
changes to this successful
program may be unnerving
to some, we must bring
positive reform or we will
lose this successful program
forever.”  

In the fall of 2011, as
long as HOPE scholars
maintain a 3.0 Grade Point
Average, they will receive
90 percent of their tuition
covered instead of the en-
tire amount. Private school
students will receive 90 per-
cent of the current private
college HOPE award,
which will amount to
$3,600.

“Further, a low inter-
est loan program was estab-
lished to help students to
bridge the gap between ac-
tual tuition cost and costs
covered by HOPE once the
bill is enacted,” Sen.
Butterworth said. “Changes
like these will ensure that
Georgia’s HOPE will re-
main the most generous
scholarship program in the
nation. Up to this point, it has

provided more than $5 billion
to over 1.2 million students
since its inception.”

“In the fall of 2011,
HOPE recipients will re-
ceive 90 percent of the Fis-
cal Year 2011 grant award.
They will be required to earn
a 3.0 GPA by the first
HOPE check point once en-
rolled in technical college
courses,” Sen. Butterworth
said. “Again, by making
these changes, we are en-
suring that future generations
will also be able to benefit
from the program.” 

Sen. Butterworth also
believes that the Georgia
Lottery Corporation needs to
share in some of the cost
reductions.

“In this bill, a limit is
placed on bonuses paid to
GLC employees,” Sen.
Butterworth said. “Bonuses
will be no more than 25 per-
cent of their salary and they
will be contingent on an in-
crease in net proceeds from
the year before. The commis-
sion paid to lottery retailers
will be lowered from about 7
percent to no more than 6
percent of gross sales. This
change will bring us in line
with the national average.”

bers will help serve up eggs,
sausage and pancakes. Pa-
trons will have the option of
chasing their meals with or-
ange juice or coffee.

Each year, patrons
who purchase a breakfast
plate at the annual Pancake
benefit will help provide
monies that provide scholar-
ships for local high school
students to allow them to
further their education.

Last year, more than 400
persons attended the event and
broke bread with the lodge
members and their families.

Lodge members know
that the economy is tight. For

that reason alone, they don’t
get many donations. So they
come out on a cool, brisk
March morning to roll up
their sleeves and do what
they can to raise money.

The money is wisely
spent; locals know where it goes.

Masonic endeavors ben-
efit the community. The lodge
not only uses its fundraising
efforts on scholarships.

The group also helps
out with families at Christ-
mas, they donate to families
in dire straits, they give to the
Masonic Orphanage Home
and they give to the needy
on a moment’s notice.

“You can count on the
majority of the money we
raise staying local,” Past
Master Trance King said.
“The economy has been in
the ditch and it is times like
these that keeping that
money local that really
means something.

Lodge members do
their best to help families
who are doing without and
have kids that don’t have
anything to speak of. The
Pancake Breakfast is all
about making a difference in
the local community and the
Masons have been doing
that for a real long time.

Cross and Hogan
were honored to be a part
of the fund-raiser designed
to help put new equipment
on the Towns County Indi-
ans’ football players.

“We love to fish and it
was an honor to be a part of
this tournament,” Cross said.

Towns County Indi-
ans’ Head Football Coach
Kyle Langford said the In-
dians’ football team netted
about $1,100 last year.

“That was a good day
for us,” Coach Langford
said. “The turnout was good
and, it was about as good a
day weather-wise as you

could ask for. One of the
guys came in and said they
thought the weather was too
pretty for bass fishing.”

Nineteen teams of an-
glers turned out to try their
luck at the first place prize
in the inaugural event.

On Saturday, the fun
begins again 7 a.m., at the
Georgia Mountain Fair-
grounds. The entry fee is
$75 per boat, with no more
than two persons per boat.
Only Black Bass Family
may be weighed in and all
fish must be 12 inches to
weigh in. Tournament con-
testants must stay at least 50

feet apart during the event.
If three or more dead fish
are present at time of weigh
in, the contestant is disquali-
fied. If a tie occurs for total
weight, big fish will deter-
mine the winner. If there is
still a tie, a coin flip will de-
termine the winner. First
place prize is $1,000, second
place is $400, third place is
$300, fourth place is $100
and the Big Fish prize is
$100. All entry fees are fi-
nal, no refunds will be is-
sued. One person from each
boat must be present to re-
ceive the launch number.
For details, call (706) 896-7543.

most 3-pointers made in a
regulation game. She just
missed setting the National
Record by a pair of 3-point
baskets.

She hit 40 percent of
her 3-point attempts this sea-
son and averaged 15.3 points
per game. In addition,
Arencibia averaged 4 re-
bounds, 3.2 steals, 2.5 assists
and 1.3 blocks per game.
She was named a Second
Team Region 8-A selection
and also earned the title of
Blitz (Windstream Channel
4) Player of the Year.

The school board also
recognized Lady Indians
Head Coach Jim Melton,
who was named Region 8-
A Coach of the Year by a
panel of his coaching peers.

“I can’t tell you how
proud we are of this group
of special athletes,” Towns
County High School Princi-
pal Roy Perren told the
Board of Education. “They
experienced an incredible
season.”

Other athletes recog-
nized by the Board for their
outstanding athletic achieve-

ments include Towns
County softball star sopho-
more Claire Wilson, who
was recently named All-
Region for the second con-
secutive season; senior Bra-
dley Swanson, who was
named First Team All-Re-
gion and scored a career
943 points in an Indian uni-
form; Tyler Hoffman, who
competed in the Class A
state wrestling tournament
at 152 pounds and Tim
Collier, who finished fifth in
the state wrestling tourna-
ment at 135 pounds.

Left to right, Jordan Moss, Gabby Arencibia, Bradley Swanson, Claire Wilson, Tyler Hoffman
and Tim Collier were honored for their athletic achievements by the Towns County Board of
Education on Monday night. Photo/James Reese

Fourth and Fourteenth
Amendment rights were vio-
lated, that the March 19,
2010 traffic stop was in fact
racial profiling and that he
was a victim of false impris-
onment and battery at the
hands of the Towns County
sheriff’s deputies.

The Towns County
Herald has determined that
the stop happened at around
10 p.m. on the night of
March 19, 2010. According
to the lawsuit, Brannon al-
legedly was giving a white
friend a ride to her place of
employment in Blairsville at

the time of the traffic stop.
The suit also alleges

false imprisonment by offic-
ers and battery when offic-
ers touched Brannon during
a physical search during the
traffic stop.

Brannon was released
and no charges were filed
against him.

Prior to the suit being
filed, attorneys for Brannon
filed an anti-litem notice with
a $100,000 for not filing the
lawsuit, according to unso-
licited documents sent to the
Towns County Herald from
the plaintiff’s attorney.

The Herald also re-
ceived unsolicited docu-
ments detailing the lawsuit
from an anonymous source.
The lawsuit also was posted
on TOPIX by an anony-
mous source.

The suit does not
specify a specific amount
sought by the plaintiff. It
does however seek dam-
ages from each defendant,
compensatory and punitive,
and asks for reasonable at-
torney fees, expenses and
costs of litigation.

Brannon’s attorneys
have requested a jury trial.

 Winter hikers in rural settings 
of this area are likely to be re-
warded by the sight and smell 
of a native plant, Rabbit To-
bacco, also called “sweet ev-
erlasting” because it remains 
standing long after the grow-
ing season ends.

Rabbit Tobacco is un-
mistakable in appearance: 
erect, wooly stem with narrow, 
stalkless leaves, growing to a 
height of one to two feet, and 
topped by branched clusters of 
fragrant whitish/yellow flower 
heads in late summer into fall. 
The leaves may grow up to 
three inches in length, having 
a smooth upper surface, with 
wooly hairs underneath. In 
winter, the upper surface turns 
black and the dried leaves twist 
somewhat, exposing the wooly 
underside, making the plant no-
ticeable for some distance. 

Rabbit tobacco is na-
tive to most of eastern North 
America from Canada south to 
Florida and west to Texas, and 
north to Nebraska and Min-
nesota, growing in untended 
fields, pastures and along road 
sides.

Upon receiving a plant 
specimen from European ex-
plorers of America in 1756, 
Linnaeus himself is said to 
have given the name Gnapha-
lium obtusifolium. The genus 
name is reportedly derived 
from a Greek word that means 
“tuft of wool” and the species 
name is from the Latin word 
meaning “dull or blunt,” in 
reference to the rounded leaf 
(folium) tips. 

The fragrant flowers are 
pollinated by bees, wasps and 
flies looking for nectar. The 
plant emits a pleasantly sweet 
odor somewhat like that of ma-
ple syrup, and is the larval host 
for the Painted Lady butterfly.

Rabbit Tobacco was 
well known to American Indi-
ans who used it to treat cuts, 
strengthen them for protection 
in battle, and to prevent bad 
luck. More recent herbalists 
have used it as a sedative and 
mild pain reliever, and in treat-
ment of throat and respira-
tory conditions like colds, flu, 
pneumonia and asthma. Form 
of application varies from 
chewing and smoking, to ap-
plying or drinking a tea made 
from dried leaves.

Smoking Rabbit Tobac-
co was somewhat a rite of pas-
sage for rural kids in this area. 

Rabbit Tobacco - Silvery splendor and golden memories
The dried leaves were rolled in 
cigarette papers sneaked from 
dad’s Prince Albert supply or 
in torn pieces of brown paper 
sacks. Tales abound! 

The exact origin of the 
common name is unclear. It 
may be linked to Indian legends 
regarding the curative properties 

Rabbit Tobacco

of the plant on the wounds of an 
injured rabbit. Or it may be from 
the fact that it is a favorite food 
of rabbits. Perchance gardeners 
could plant this one among their 
own favorite plants to deter the 
rabbits?

For information about 
activities of the Preservation 

Committee, contact Clare 
Johnston at the Georgia Moun-
tain Research and Education 
Center (706-745-2655) or visit 
the website www.gmrec.uga.
edu. 

By Geri O’Brien, 
Preservation Committee
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Mountain Regional Arts 
and Craft Guild, Inc. and Art-
Works, its retail outlet, are 
thrilled that local restaurant 
owner/chef James Reaux has 
decided to donate proceeds 
from patrons who lunch at The 
ChopHouse of Hiawassee on 
Thursday, March 24, 2011, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Reaux says ”The restaurant is 
doing well and as part of the 
community, I feel the arts are 
an important part of a thriving 
area so I want to do my part 
to support it and invite every-
one to join in and ‘do lunch’ to 
help the Guild out.” 

The ChopHouse of Hia-
wassee is located at the bridge 
on Highway 76 up the hill per-
fectly situated with views of 
beautiful Lake Chatuge. By 
the way, try the she-crab soup 
and crab cakes, signature dish-
es, you’ll come back for again 
and again.

Mountain Regional Arts 
and Crafts Guild Inc. is a pri-
vate, non-profit organization 
founded in 1988 to promote 
and encourage arts and crafts in 
the mountain region. The Guild 
has over 70 members, many of 
whom teach classes and sell 
their handcrafted items in Art-
Works, the Guild’s non profit 
retail outlet store in Hiawas-
see that opened in 2006. The 
store is located at 308 Big Sky 
Drive, behind the Holiday Inn 
Express.  For more information 
on the Guild and even mem-
bership, see www.mtnregarts-
craftsguild.org or call ArtWorks 
706-896-0932. T(Mar16,F1)SH

Do lunch 
and make 
a difference
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