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treys as a freshman, 88 as a
sophomore, 107 as a junior,
and 69 during this season
prior to the Commerce game
last week for a total of 288
entering that game and need-
ing six more to break the
known statewide record of
293 accumulated by Ashley
Watts of Butler High School
of Augusta.  Watts actually
established her record dur-
ing her senior year of 2011
after surpassing the 263 es-
tablished by Haley Cham-
bers of Cherokee High
School of Canton just a year
prior to that in 2010.

To be complete, Laura
Higgason of McIntosh High
School in Peachtree City
also passed Chambers dur-
ing the 2011 season, finish-
ing her career with 265 treys,
good now for third place
behind Arencibia and Watts.
Arencibia’s total of 219
treys in just three years en-
tering the 2012 season ac-
tually would have been suf-
ficient for the sixth highest
career total in girls play
through the 2011 season
without including her cur-
rent total for this year.

As for Arencibia’s
overall standing with boys
included, Arencibia would
place fifth in the state based
on the information available
on the referenced website.
Andrew Houts of Dade
County, the brother of
former University of Geor-
gia star Ashley Houts and a
former high school team-
mate of Young Harris Col-
lege Mountain Lion Andrew

Reid, held the state record
for boys of 405 made
through the 2010 season and
entering this season but there
must be an asterisk placed
by that total.

Rabun County Wildcat
Tanner Plemmons, who
played with distinction in two
games against the Indians
this year, had 296 treys en-
tering this season and there
would seem to be an excel-
lent chance that he has
passed Houts with a brilliant
current season.  With
Plemmons and Arencibia
being the only Top 10 3-point
career leaders among boys
and girls still active entering
this season, Gabby would
continue to hold the fifth
overall spot no matter how
many treys Plemmons
makes this year.  With
Plemmons and Houts cur-
rently holding the top two
spots, Frank Davis of East
Hall is third overall with 345
career treys made through
the 2006 season and Chad
Reeves of Dade County
fourth with 325 through the
2005 season with Arencibia
fifth and counting at 295
entering this week’s region
tournament play.

It’s interesting to note
that Russ Gregg, currently
fifth on the boys’ state ca-
reer treys list with 262 treys
through the 1996 season, is
the son of current Com-
merce Lady Tigers Head
Coach Rex Gregg who
made the on-the-court an-
nouncement of Arencibia’s
accomplishment at the

game last week. Coach
Gregg good naturedly es-
corted Arencibia to her bench
after making the announce-
ment as if to suggest she had
seen enough action on this
night.  She played a limited
amount of time after that,
sinking just one additional
trey for a career total of 295
entering this week’s Region
8-A tournament.

The list of personal
accomplishments and acco-
lades for Gabby Arencibia
is very long and continuing
to increase during this, her
senior season for the Lady
Indians.  Of even greater
significance than personal
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,
Arencibia has had a tre-
mendous impact on the suc-
cess of her Lady Indian
teams.  They have a com-
bined 94-21 four year
record through that final
regular season game at
Commerce last Tuesday,
including a stunning 53-3
mark in regular season play
against Region 8A oppo-
nents with the only losses
being to Social Circle dur-
ing the 2009 season and to
Hebron Christian Academy
and Athens Academy dur-
ing the 2010 season.

Sincere congratula-
tions are extended to Gabby
Arencibia from this reporter
and the Towns County Her-
ald for this record of state-
wide significance and best
wishes are extended for the
remainder of her high
school career and on into
the future.

with Willie and his band as
they stood, cheered, snapped
photos, sang along with him,
and danced at their seats
hoping to be one of the lucky
ones to catch an infamous
Willie bandana as he wore
them and threw them into the
crowd. He performed some
of his most well-known
songs including Always on
My Mind, Momma, Don’t
Let Your Babies Grow Up
To Be Cowboys , Good
Hearted Woman, and the
ever popular, Georgia On
My Mind.

Many of the fans were
disappointed because Secu-
rity had been instructed that
pictures were to be taken
from the seats only. Security
had their work cut out for
them as excited fans tried to
make their way to the aisles
and stage only to be told to
return to their seats. This
rule applied to the staff of the
Towns County Herald as
well. No exceptions were
made.

Among the fans inter-
viewed, a few really stood out
simply because of their cir-
cumstances.  Lee and Lisa
Wardlaw of Westminster, SC

brought a poster they had
made for Willie and were
very excited when it was
taken backstage to be given
to him. Lisa has been a
Willie fan “since the age of
14” and claims to know ev-

ery song he has ever sung.
Her favorite is Song for
You.

Jenni Carter of Ala-
bama was there hoping to get
an autograph for her daugh-
ter, 1st Class Airman Caitlin
Carter who is stationed at
Dyess Air Force Base in
Abilene, Texas and could not
be there in person. Her
mother stated that she will
be leaving soon for Korea.
Her daughter is an avid fan
of Nelson.

Possibly the dearest
fan there was Clarise Dillard,
85, of Mineral Bluff. She
was accompanied by her
daughter and son-in-law,
Charlene and John Singleton,
also of Mineral Bluff. Her
daughter said that her mother
has been a fan of Willie’s for
more than 60 years and this
is the first time she has ever
seen him in concert. She also
said that “this was all she
wanted for Christmas.”

The show was em-
ceed by none other than
Moby in the Morning, from
WNGC Country 106.1,
who generated great ex-
citement  and enthusiasm
amongst the fans.

Jenni Carter

Clarise Dillard

ons new development oppor-
tunities and partners with pub-
lic and private initiatives to
strengthen rural communities.

The GRDC is Gov.
Deal’s primary advisory
board for rural issues. In ad-
dition, the GRDC serves as
a clearinghouse for policies
and initiatives affecting com-
munity and economic devel-
opment in rural Georgia.

Commissioner Kendall
joins Pat Graham the former
mayor of Braselton; Richard
Harrell, the chief financial of-

ficer for U.S. Enterprises,
Inc.; Jason Winters, a
Chattooga County commis-
sioner; Dewey Robinson,
the owner and operator of
Robinson Motors in
Bainbridge; Nancy Jones,
chairperson of the Meriwether
County Board of Commis-
sioners; Matthew Cardella,
a financial adviser with Ed-
ward Jones Investments in
Hinesville; Bebe Heiskell,
sole commissioner of Walker
County; Gary Paulk, a fifth-
generation farmer from Irwin

County and part owner of
Muscadine Products Corp.;
Dwayne Turner, owner and
operator of ADT Development
Co. Inc., a property develop-
ment company in Cleveland;
Charles “Buddy” Leger,
co-owner and operator of
Leger and Son, Inc., a water-
melon production company;
and William Jackson, Jr. a
partner in Tile Center Inc., a
tile and stone distribution com-
pany located in Augusta,
Martinez, Statesboro and
Greensboro.

record is a bit deceptive
when considering a 20-51
start while developing a
strong program during his
first three years and a 5-19
rebuilding final season with
a very young team.

Eller’s tenure as Lady
Indians’ head coach was a
curious one. The 1969 Lady
Indians season brought about
a late need for a coach with
no one readily available to
assume the role.  Eller had
shown no more than a pass-
ing interest for the most part
in sports activity in prior
years, more likely serving in
the concession stand than
being in the stands for bas-
ketball games before gradu-
ating from TCHS in 1963.  He
further had little athletic ex-
perience beyond mostly indi-
vidual requirements in physi-
cal education in college and
serving as an elementary bas-
ketball coach the prior year.

When approached by
then TCHS Principal Curtis
Chappell about coaching the
girls during the 1969 season,
his response was that he
didn’t know anything about
coaching high school basket-
ball.  Chappell recalled years
later that he had told Eller

that the girls had uniforms
and would probably win
about four games if he were
the coach and about four if
someone else took the job
and that they would get
someone else to do it after
a year.

When Eller took an in-
terest in the job, although
winning just five games in
each of his first two years,
as evidenced by his attend-
ing coaching clinics, reading
books by expert coaches
about the sport, picking the
brains of other successful
coaches, and literally using
occasional doses of logic
unrelated to basketball in
approaching the game, he
became a very highly re-
spected coach in a relatively
brief period of time.  As
such, he was retained in the
position for 19 years plus
serving in an interim capac-
ity in preseason practice and
for two games six seasons
after stepping down from
the position.

Melton, on the other
hand, had enjoyed a very
successful basketball and
baseball career for the In-
dians before graduating
from TCHS in 1990 and

had served for three years
as an assistant basketball
coach under Lady Indians
Head Coach Robbie Stancil.
Stancil had a long and suc-
cessful career at South Cobb
and other metro Atlanta high
schools, including a state Fi-
nal Four appearance at South
Cobb, prior to four years at
TCHS through the 1998 sea-
son before leaving to take the
head coach’s job at Union
County.

Both Eller and Melton
would quickly tell anyone that
any coach must have the
benefit of a lot of excellent
talent to have a successful
career and both would also
confirm that they have had
the great fortune of having
numerous outstanding bas-
ketball players under their
care.  When viewing their
records, it is clear that both
have exhibited a unique tal-
ent in elevating the talents of
those players to the highest
levels of accomplishments at
one of the smallest public
schools in Georgia.  Con-
gratulations to both for their
successes on the basketball
court and best wishes are
extended for all of their fu-
ture endeavors.

have heard of this.  If your
clothing catches fire stop,
and drop to the ground, and
roll.  This is the best way to
smother the flames.  It is a
good idea to cover your face
with your hands to protect
your face and lungs from
smoke and flames.

6) Candles and cook-

ing often cause house fires.
Be careful with any heat
source.  Never allow com-
bustible materials to get too
close to heat or flame.  Al-
ways monitor any open
flame and do not allow
candles or other flames to
go unattended.

These are just basic

tips.  They are not meant to
take the place of diligent plan-
ning on your part.  They are
offered as possible safety tips
to help protect your family,
and encourage you to have a
proper fire safety plan.  If you
need help forming a plan, the
Sheriff’s Office will be glad
to assist you.

A blaze in the 3000 block of Fodder Creek was quickly doused on Sunday
thanks to one of the new fire hydrants installed by the voter-approved
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. Photos/Marty Roberts
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without including her cur-
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on the information available
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played with distinction in two
games against the Indians
this year, had 296 treys en-
tering this season and there
would seem to be an excel-
lent chance that he has
passed Houts with a brilliant
current season.  With
Plemmons and Arencibia
being the only Top 10 3-point
career leaders among boys
and girls still active entering
this season, Gabby would
continue to hold the fifth
overall spot no matter how
many treys Plemmons
makes this year.  With
Plemmons and Houts cur-
rently holding the top two
spots, Frank Davis of East
Hall is third overall with 345
career treys made through
the 2006 season and Chad
Reeves of Dade County
fourth with 325 through the
2005 season with Arencibia
fifth and counting at 295
entering this week’s region
tournament play.

It’s interesting to note
that Russ Gregg, currently
fifth on the boys’ state ca-
reer treys list with 262 treys
through the 1996 season, is
the son of current Com-
merce Lady Tigers Head
Coach Rex Gregg who
made the on-the-court an-
nouncement of Arencibia’s
accomplishment at the

game last week. Coach
Gregg good naturedly es-
corted Arencibia to her bench
after making the announce-
ment as if to suggest she had
seen enough action on this
night.  She played a limited
amount of time after that,
sinking just one additional
trey for a career total of 295
entering this week’s Region
8-A tournament.

The list of personal
accomplishments and acco-
lades for Gabby Arencibia
is very long and continuing
to increase during this, her
senior season for the Lady
Indians.  Of even greater
significance than personal
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,
Arencibia has had a tre-
mendous impact on the suc-
cess of her Lady Indian
teams.  They have a com-
bined 94-21 four year
record through that final
regular season game at
Commerce last Tuesday,
including a stunning 53-3
mark in regular season play
against Region 8A oppo-
nents with the only losses
being to Social Circle dur-
ing the 2009 season and to
Hebron Christian Academy
and Athens Academy dur-
ing the 2010 season.

Sincere congratula-
tions are extended to Gabby
Arencibia from this reporter
and the Towns County Her-
ald for this record of state-
wide significance and best
wishes are extended for the
remainder of her high
school career and on into
the future.
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Abilene, Texas and could not
be there in person. Her
mother stated that she will
be leaving soon for Korea.
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Possibly the dearest
fan there was Clarise Dillard,
85, of Mineral Bluff. She
was accompanied by her
daughter and son-in-law,
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daughter said that her mother
has been a fan of Willie’s for
more than 60 years and this
is the first time she has ever
seen him in concert. She also
said that “this was all she
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record is a bit deceptive
when considering a 20-51
start while developing a
strong program during his
first three years and a 5-19
rebuilding final season with
a very young team.

Eller’s tenure as Lady
Indians’ head coach was a
curious one. The 1969 Lady
Indians season brought about
a late need for a coach with
no one readily available to
assume the role.  Eller had
shown no more than a pass-
ing interest for the most part
in sports activity in prior
years, more likely serving in
the concession stand than
being in the stands for bas-
ketball games before gradu-
ating from TCHS in 1963.  He
further had little athletic ex-
perience beyond mostly indi-
vidual requirements in physi-
cal education in college and
serving as an elementary bas-
ketball coach the prior year.

When approached by
then TCHS Principal Curtis
Chappell about coaching the
girls during the 1969 season,
his response was that he
didn’t know anything about
coaching high school basket-
ball.  Chappell recalled years
later that he had told Eller

that the girls had uniforms
and would probably win
about four games if he were
the coach and about four if
someone else took the job
and that they would get
someone else to do it after
a year.

When Eller took an in-
terest in the job, although
winning just five games in
each of his first two years,
as evidenced by his attend-
ing coaching clinics, reading
books by expert coaches
about the sport, picking the
brains of other successful
coaches, and literally using
occasional doses of logic
unrelated to basketball in
approaching the game, he
became a very highly re-
spected coach in a relatively
brief period of time.  As
such, he was retained in the
position for 19 years plus
serving in an interim capac-
ity in preseason practice and
for two games six seasons
after stepping down from
the position.

Melton, on the other
hand, had enjoyed a very
successful basketball and
baseball career for the In-
dians before graduating
from TCHS in 1990 and

had served for three years
as an assistant basketball
coach under Lady Indians
Head Coach Robbie Stancil.
Stancil had a long and suc-
cessful career at South Cobb
and other metro Atlanta high
schools, including a state Fi-
nal Four appearance at South
Cobb, prior to four years at
TCHS through the 1998 sea-
son before leaving to take the
head coach’s job at Union
County.

Both Eller and Melton
would quickly tell anyone that
any coach must have the
benefit of a lot of excellent
talent to have a successful
career and both would also
confirm that they have had
the great fortune of having
numerous outstanding bas-
ketball players under their
care.  When viewing their
records, it is clear that both
have exhibited a unique tal-
ent in elevating the talents of
those players to the highest
levels of accomplishments at
one of the smallest public
schools in Georgia.  Con-
gratulations to both for their
successes on the basketball
court and best wishes are
extended for all of their fu-
ture endeavors.
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clothing catches fire stop,
and drop to the ground, and
roll.  This is the best way to
smother the flames.  It is a
good idea to cover your face
with your hands to protect
your face and lungs from
smoke and flames.

6) Candles and cook-

ing often cause house fires.
Be careful with any heat
source.  Never allow com-
bustible materials to get too
close to heat or flame.  Al-
ways monitor any open
flame and do not allow
candles or other flames to
go unattended.

These are just basic

tips.  They are not meant to
take the place of diligent plan-
ning on your part.  They are
offered as possible safety tips
to help protect your family,
and encourage you to have a
proper fire safety plan.  If you
need help forming a plan, the
Sheriff’s Office will be glad
to assist you.

A blaze in the 3000 block of Fodder Creek was quickly doused on Sunday
thanks to one of the new fire hydrants installed by the voter-approved
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. Photos/Marty Roberts
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Harrell, the chief financial of-

ficer for U.S. Enterprises,
Inc.; Jason Winters, a
Chattooga County commis-
sioner; Dewey Robinson,
the owner and operator of
Robinson Motors in
Bainbridge; Nancy Jones,
chairperson of the Meriwether
County Board of Commis-
sioners; Matthew Cardella,
a financial adviser with Ed-
ward Jones Investments in
Hinesville; Bebe Heiskell,
sole commissioner of Walker
County; Gary Paulk, a fifth-
generation farmer from Irwin

County and part owner of
Muscadine Products Corp.;
Dwayne Turner, owner and
operator of ADT Development
Co. Inc., a property develop-
ment company in Cleveland;
Charles “Buddy” Leger,
co-owner and operator of
Leger and Son, Inc., a water-
melon production company;
and William Jackson, Jr. a
partner in Tile Center Inc., a
tile and stone distribution com-
pany located in Augusta,
Martinez, Statesboro and
Greensboro.

record is a bit deceptive
when considering a 20-51
start while developing a
strong program during his
first three years and a 5-19
rebuilding final season with
a very young team.

Eller’s tenure as Lady
Indians’ head coach was a
curious one. The 1969 Lady
Indians season brought about
a late need for a coach with
no one readily available to
assume the role.  Eller had
shown no more than a pass-
ing interest for the most part
in sports activity in prior
years, more likely serving in
the concession stand than
being in the stands for bas-
ketball games before gradu-
ating from TCHS in 1963.  He
further had little athletic ex-
perience beyond mostly indi-
vidual requirements in physi-
cal education in college and
serving as an elementary bas-
ketball coach the prior year.

When approached by
then TCHS Principal Curtis
Chappell about coaching the
girls during the 1969 season,
his response was that he
didn’t know anything about
coaching high school basket-
ball.  Chappell recalled years
later that he had told Eller

that the girls had uniforms
and would probably win
about four games if he were
the coach and about four if
someone else took the job
and that they would get
someone else to do it after
a year.

When Eller took an in-
terest in the job, although
winning just five games in
each of his first two years,
as evidenced by his attend-
ing coaching clinics, reading
books by expert coaches
about the sport, picking the
brains of other successful
coaches, and literally using
occasional doses of logic
unrelated to basketball in
approaching the game, he
became a very highly re-
spected coach in a relatively
brief period of time.  As
such, he was retained in the
position for 19 years plus
serving in an interim capac-
ity in preseason practice and
for two games six seasons
after stepping down from
the position.

Melton, on the other
hand, had enjoyed a very
successful basketball and
baseball career for the In-
dians before graduating
from TCHS in 1990 and

had served for three years
as an assistant basketball
coach under Lady Indians
Head Coach Robbie Stancil.
Stancil had a long and suc-
cessful career at South Cobb
and other metro Atlanta high
schools, including a state Fi-
nal Four appearance at South
Cobb, prior to four years at
TCHS through the 1998 sea-
son before leaving to take the
head coach’s job at Union
County.

Both Eller and Melton
would quickly tell anyone that
any coach must have the
benefit of a lot of excellent
talent to have a successful
career and both would also
confirm that they have had
the great fortune of having
numerous outstanding bas-
ketball players under their
care.  When viewing their
records, it is clear that both
have exhibited a unique tal-
ent in elevating the talents of
those players to the highest
levels of accomplishments at
one of the smallest public
schools in Georgia.  Con-
gratulations to both for their
successes on the basketball
court and best wishes are
extended for all of their fu-
ture endeavors.

have heard of this.  If your
clothing catches fire stop,
and drop to the ground, and
roll.  This is the best way to
smother the flames.  It is a
good idea to cover your face
with your hands to protect
your face and lungs from
smoke and flames.

6) Candles and cook-

ing often cause house fires.
Be careful with any heat
source.  Never allow com-
bustible materials to get too
close to heat or flame.  Al-
ways monitor any open
flame and do not allow
candles or other flames to
go unattended.

These are just basic

tips.  They are not meant to
take the place of diligent plan-
ning on your part.  They are
offered as possible safety tips
to help protect your family,
and encourage you to have a
proper fire safety plan.  If you
need help forming a plan, the
Sheriff’s Office will be glad
to assist you.

A blaze in the 3000 block of Fodder Creek was quickly doused on Sunday
thanks to one of the new fire hydrants installed by the voter-approved
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. Photos/Marty Roberts
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treys as a freshman, 88 as a
sophomore, 107 as a junior,
and 69 during this season
prior to the Commerce game
last week for a total of 288
entering that game and need-
ing six more to break the
known statewide record of
293 accumulated by Ashley
Watts of Butler High School
of Augusta.  Watts actually
established her record dur-
ing her senior year of 2011
after surpassing the 263 es-
tablished by Haley Cham-
bers of Cherokee High
School of Canton just a year
prior to that in 2010.

To be complete, Laura
Higgason of McIntosh High
School in Peachtree City
also passed Chambers dur-
ing the 2011 season, finish-
ing her career with 265 treys,
good now for third place
behind Arencibia and Watts.
Arencibia’s total of 219
treys in just three years en-
tering the 2012 season ac-
tually would have been suf-
ficient for the sixth highest
career total in girls play
through the 2011 season
without including her cur-
rent total for this year.

As for Arencibia’s
overall standing with boys
included, Arencibia would
place fifth in the state based
on the information available
on the referenced website.
Andrew Houts of Dade
County, the brother of
former University of Geor-
gia star Ashley Houts and a
former high school team-
mate of Young Harris Col-
lege Mountain Lion Andrew

Reid, held the state record
for boys of 405 made
through the 2010 season and
entering this season but there
must be an asterisk placed
by that total.

Rabun County Wildcat
Tanner Plemmons, who
played with distinction in two
games against the Indians
this year, had 296 treys en-
tering this season and there
would seem to be an excel-
lent chance that he has
passed Houts with a brilliant
current season.  With
Plemmons and Arencibia
being the only Top 10 3-point
career leaders among boys
and girls still active entering
this season, Gabby would
continue to hold the fifth
overall spot no matter how
many treys Plemmons
makes this year.  With
Plemmons and Houts cur-
rently holding the top two
spots, Frank Davis of East
Hall is third overall with 345
career treys made through
the 2006 season and Chad
Reeves of Dade County
fourth with 325 through the
2005 season with Arencibia
fifth and counting at 295
entering this week’s region
tournament play.

It’s interesting to note
that Russ Gregg, currently
fifth on the boys’ state ca-
reer treys list with 262 treys
through the 1996 season, is
the son of current Com-
merce Lady Tigers Head
Coach Rex Gregg who
made the on-the-court an-
nouncement of Arencibia’s
accomplishment at the

game last week. Coach
Gregg good naturedly es-
corted Arencibia to her bench
after making the announce-
ment as if to suggest she had
seen enough action on this
night.  She played a limited
amount of time after that,
sinking just one additional
trey for a career total of 295
entering this week’s Region
8-A tournament.

The list of personal
accomplishments and acco-
lades for Gabby Arencibia
is very long and continuing
to increase during this, her
senior season for the Lady
Indians.  Of even greater
significance than personal
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,
Arencibia has had a tre-
mendous impact on the suc-
cess of her Lady Indian
teams.  They have a com-
bined 94-21 four year
record through that final
regular season game at
Commerce last Tuesday,
including a stunning 53-3
mark in regular season play
against Region 8A oppo-
nents with the only losses
being to Social Circle dur-
ing the 2009 season and to
Hebron Christian Academy
and Athens Academy dur-
ing the 2010 season.

Sincere congratula-
tions are extended to Gabby
Arencibia from this reporter
and the Towns County Her-
ald for this record of state-
wide significance and best
wishes are extended for the
remainder of her high
school career and on into
the future.

with Willie and his band as
they stood, cheered, snapped
photos, sang along with him,
and danced at their seats
hoping to be one of the lucky
ones to catch an infamous
Willie bandana as he wore
them and threw them into the
crowd. He performed some
of his most well-known
songs including Always on
My Mind, Momma, Don’t
Let Your Babies Grow Up
To Be Cowboys , Good
Hearted Woman, and the
ever popular, Georgia On
My Mind.

Many of the fans were
disappointed because Secu-
rity had been instructed that
pictures were to be taken
from the seats only. Security
had their work cut out for
them as excited fans tried to
make their way to the aisles
and stage only to be told to
return to their seats. This
rule applied to the staff of the
Towns County Herald as
well. No exceptions were
made.

Among the fans inter-
viewed, a few really stood out
simply because of their cir-
cumstances.  Lee and Lisa
Wardlaw of Westminster, SC

brought a poster they had
made for Willie and were
very excited when it was
taken backstage to be given
to him. Lisa has been a
Willie fan “since the age of
14” and claims to know ev-

ery song he has ever sung.
Her favorite is Song for
You.

Jenni Carter of Ala-
bama was there hoping to get
an autograph for her daugh-
ter, 1st Class Airman Caitlin
Carter who is stationed at
Dyess Air Force Base in
Abilene, Texas and could not
be there in person. Her
mother stated that she will
be leaving soon for Korea.
Her daughter is an avid fan
of Nelson.

Possibly the dearest
fan there was Clarise Dillard,
85, of Mineral Bluff. She
was accompanied by her
daughter and son-in-law,
Charlene and John Singleton,
also of Mineral Bluff. Her
daughter said that her mother
has been a fan of Willie’s for
more than 60 years and this
is the first time she has ever
seen him in concert. She also
said that “this was all she
wanted for Christmas.”

The show was em-
ceed by none other than
Moby in the Morning, from
WNGC Country 106.1,
who generated great ex-
citement  and enthusiasm
amongst the fans.
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record is a bit deceptive
when considering a 20-51
start while developing a
strong program during his
first three years and a 5-19
rebuilding final season with
a very young team.

Eller’s tenure as Lady
Indians’ head coach was a
curious one. The 1969 Lady
Indians season brought about
a late need for a coach with
no one readily available to
assume the role.  Eller had
shown no more than a pass-
ing interest for the most part
in sports activity in prior
years, more likely serving in
the concession stand than
being in the stands for bas-
ketball games before gradu-
ating from TCHS in 1963.  He
further had little athletic ex-
perience beyond mostly indi-
vidual requirements in physi-
cal education in college and
serving as an elementary bas-
ketball coach the prior year.

When approached by
then TCHS Principal Curtis
Chappell about coaching the
girls during the 1969 season,
his response was that he
didn’t know anything about
coaching high school basket-
ball.  Chappell recalled years
later that he had told Eller

that the girls had uniforms
and would probably win
about four games if he were
the coach and about four if
someone else took the job
and that they would get
someone else to do it after
a year.

When Eller took an in-
terest in the job, although
winning just five games in
each of his first two years,
as evidenced by his attend-
ing coaching clinics, reading
books by expert coaches
about the sport, picking the
brains of other successful
coaches, and literally using
occasional doses of logic
unrelated to basketball in
approaching the game, he
became a very highly re-
spected coach in a relatively
brief period of time.  As
such, he was retained in the
position for 19 years plus
serving in an interim capac-
ity in preseason practice and
for two games six seasons
after stepping down from
the position.

Melton, on the other
hand, had enjoyed a very
successful basketball and
baseball career for the In-
dians before graduating
from TCHS in 1990 and

had served for three years
as an assistant basketball
coach under Lady Indians
Head Coach Robbie Stancil.
Stancil had a long and suc-
cessful career at South Cobb
and other metro Atlanta high
schools, including a state Fi-
nal Four appearance at South
Cobb, prior to four years at
TCHS through the 1998 sea-
son before leaving to take the
head coach’s job at Union
County.

Both Eller and Melton
would quickly tell anyone that
any coach must have the
benefit of a lot of excellent
talent to have a successful
career and both would also
confirm that they have had
the great fortune of having
numerous outstanding bas-
ketball players under their
care.  When viewing their
records, it is clear that both
have exhibited a unique tal-
ent in elevating the talents of
those players to the highest
levels of accomplishments at
one of the smallest public
schools in Georgia.  Con-
gratulations to both for their
successes on the basketball
court and best wishes are
extended for all of their fu-
ture endeavors.

have heard of this.  If your
clothing catches fire stop,
and drop to the ground, and
roll.  This is the best way to
smother the flames.  It is a
good idea to cover your face
with your hands to protect
your face and lungs from
smoke and flames.

6) Candles and cook-

ing often cause house fires.
Be careful with any heat
source.  Never allow com-
bustible materials to get too
close to heat or flame.  Al-
ways monitor any open
flame and do not allow
candles or other flames to
go unattended.

These are just basic

tips.  They are not meant to
take the place of diligent plan-
ning on your part.  They are
offered as possible safety tips
to help protect your family,
and encourage you to have a
proper fire safety plan.  If you
need help forming a plan, the
Sheriff’s Office will be glad
to assist you.

A blaze in the 3000 block of Fodder Creek was quickly doused on Sunday
thanks to one of the new fire hydrants installed by the voter-approved
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. Photos/Marty Roberts

BLAIRSVILLE
CINEMA

38 BACKYARD LANE, HWY. 515, 
NEXT TO THE BOWLING ALLEY 

WWW.BLAIRSVILLECINEMA.COM

706-745-1000

$6 Adults • $4 Children (12 & under) • $5 Seniors (62+)
Adults $5 Matinee Before 6 p.m.
FOR GROUPS CALL 706-745-1001

SHOW TIMES
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 9:10
SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:10, 4:00, 6:50

MONDAY, TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 4:00, 6:50

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 1:00, 4:10, 7:00, 9:20
SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:00, 4:10, 7:00

MONDAY, TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 4:10, 7:00

FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 1:20, 3:50, 6:40, 8:55
SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY: 1:20, 3:50, 6:40

MONDAY, TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 3:50, 6:40

This Means War  PG13

The Woman in Black  PG13

Journey 2: The Mysterious Island  PG
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If you are between the 
ages of 16 and 21 and are not 
enrolled in a traditional daytime 
high school, you should check 
out the program at Mountain 
Education Center High School. 
Why be among those with the 
highest unemployment rate, 
when a high school diploma 
can improve your chances of 
earning a living?

We believe at MEC, that 
every student can succeed and 

An invitation from Mountain Education Center High School
earn a diploma, and we are pre-
pared to do whatever it takes 
to help you reach that goal. 
Because our program is self-
paced and mastery-based, you 
can learn at your own rate and 
according to your own sched-
ule. Each student has a mentor 
to help plan and monitor prog-
ress, and we offer tutoring if 
you need it in any subject. Be-
cause our hours are between 4 
-9:30 PM, Monday-Thursday, 
you can attend as frequently as 
necessary to accomplish your 
academic goals.

MEC is state accredited 
and must adhere to the same 
state standards as the tradition-
al day schools in order to offer 
a regular high school diploma.  
However, when a student has 
difficulty passing the state-
mandated tests, we offer inten-
sive reviews and tutoring.  

We also make counsel-
ing and career guidance, as 
well as special education ser-
vices available to assist you in 
setting and reaching academic 
and personal goals.

Don’t delay! If you enroll 
this month, your tuition is free! 
“Student Appreciation Days” 
begin on February 14, so there 
will be even more happening at 
MEC. We will have special ac-
tivities, prizes, and treats every 
night for 10 days.

Now there are two 
MEC sites in the area: one is 
in Blairsville and a new one 
in Blue Ridge. For more in-
formation about Mountain 
Education Center, call  (706) 
745-9575 for the Blairsville 
campus or (706) 632-2081 for 
the Fannin location. NT(Feb15,Z4)CA

T h e  B l u e  R i d g e 
Mountains Chapter of the 
Military Officers Association 
of America (MOAA) meets the 
third Monday of each month 
at various area restaurants. All 
active duty, retired, and reserve 
military and public health 
service officers are invited to 
attend.

For information please 
contact John Quinlan at 706-896-
2430, or visit: www.moaa.org/
chapter/blueridgemountains.

                       

MOAA
monthly meeting

Regency 
Hospice events

The Grief Support 
Group will meet the first and 
third Thursday of the month 
from 3:30 - 5 PM in the small 
conference room in United 
Community Bank.

Men’s Coffee will meet 
the first and third Tuesday of 
the month from 10-11:30 AM at 
Grinds ‘n Glazes in Blairsville.

If you or someone you 
know has experienced the 
death of a loved one, you are 
invited to attend the grief sup-
port provided by the staff of 
Regency Hospice.

If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Barbara 
Colvert, Bereavement Coun-
selor at 706-896-1251.                       NT(Feb15,Z1)CA

Some local area students 
were named to the Merit List 
for outstanding academic per-
formance during the fall term of 
the 2011-12 academic year.

Devin Roberts from 
Blairsville, GA.

Carrie Gail Chapman 
from Blairsville, GA.

Merit List students must 
post a 3.5 grade point average 
with no grade lower than a "B" 
while carrying at least 12 to 14 
semester hours of course work. 

Local students
named to
Brenau Merit List


