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The Towns County 
Sheriff’s Office works with 
school and community 
groups in an effort to edu-
cate adults and young people 
about various functions and 

duties of law enforcement 
agencies. Detectives Brian 
Wilson and Curt Donaldson 
recently visited Cub Scout 
Bear Den Pack #407. The 
scouts were fingerprinted 

by the detectives and a card 
given to parents. They were 
also taught about home 
safety and what to look for 
if they witnessed a crime. 
T(Feb2,F3)SH

Detective Brian Wilson with members of Cub Scout Pack #407

Sheriff’s deputies visit Cub Scout Pack 407

On Monday, January 
24, eleven full tables played 
a Mitchell movement at All 
Saints Lutheran Church in 
Blairsville, GA.  The group 
was glad that Mother Nature 
did not cancel another day at 
the tables.  

Winners for North-
South were as follows:  First, 
Joe and Joan Lane; second, 
Anne Mincey and Sally Mill-
er; third, Peter Cohn and Karol 
Sulimirski; fourth, Mary Tal-
bert and Marylin Demers; and 
fifth, Mike Knowles and Betty 
Long.

First, East-West, Joyce 
Geiger and Pat Mosteller; 
second, Ray Berry and Harry 
Reynolds; third, Mary Dorman 
and Lorraine Klug; fourth, Sue 
Wall and Tim Schoen; and 

Appalachian Duplicate 
Bridge Club news

fifth, Madelin Seiferman and 
Chris Thompson.

On Thursday, Janu-
ary 27, six full tables played 
a Howell movement.  First 
place honors went to Myrna 
Ponkauskas and Chris Thomp-
son.  Coming in second were 
Joyce Geiger and Pat Mostell-
er.  Third place was claimed 
by Jim Bell and Gwen Weaver.  
Dee Short and Dorothy Smith 
claimed fourth place, while 
fifth was secured by Betty 
Long and Sally Miller.

The group was happy 
to have Lynn's sister, Shir-
ley Lagare playing with us 
on Monday and glad that she 
plans to join us on a regular 
basis.  If you would like to be-
come a part of the fun or get 
information about the games at 
All Saints every Monday and 
Thursday, please call Myrna 
Ponkauskas at 828-389-8065.                           NT(Feb2,Z11)CA

New times and meet-
ings for Al-Anon/Ala Teen. 
Family Group Meetings are as 
follows: Al-Anon: 7 p.m. Sun-
day night, Chatuge Regional 
Hospital, Hiawassee, GA; Al-
Anon: 8 p.m. Monday night, 
"The Mustard Seed", 12 Step 
and Twelve Tradition meet-
ing at Mountain Presbyterian 
Church, Blairsville; new Ala-
Teen meeting: 8 p.m. Wednes-
day night at Mountain Pres-
byterian Church, Blairsville; 
Al-Anon: 8 p.m. Wednesday 
night at Mountain Presbyterian 
Church, Blairsville; Al-Anon 
12 noon Tuesday, Sharp Me-
morial UMC, Young Harris.

Al-Anon is open to any-
one who has been affected by 
another person’s drinking. The 
only requirement for member-
ship is that there be a problem 
of alcoholism in a relative or 
a friend.

Call 706-835-5827, 706-
897-0628 or 828-389-8981. for 
more information. NT(Feb2,Z1)CA

New Al-Anon
meetings/times

Towns County Histori-
cal Society meets at 5 p.m. 
the second Monday of each 
month at the Senior Center in 
Hiawassee. Annual dues $15, 
PO Box 1132, Hiawassee, GA 
30546, 706-896-1060 www.
townshistory.org. NT(Feb2,Z1)CA

TC Historical
Society meeting

Misty Mountain Quilters Guild 
member creates unusual work of art

 Gail Brehm and her 
husband, Skipper, moved per-
manently to Union County in 
2001. She joined the Misty 
Mountain Quilters Guild four 
months ago, and has discov-
ered hidden talents making 
artistic quilts. 
 Ms. Brehm  researched 
Egyptian history extensively 
to come up with the histori-
cally correct sections of her 
quilt, “King Tut”.  The quilt-
ing group, “Tuesday Strip-
pers”, which meets at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Blairs-
ville each Tuesday,  was given 
credit for helping her learn the 
necessary techniques to com-
plete the quilt.  
 Ms. Brehm, a self-taught 
quilter,  was assisted by Peggy 
Harvey in choosing the right 

Gail Brehm and “King Tut” quilt.
fabrics,  Sue Royal in the tech-
niques of landscape quilting, 
and Dolores Knight, in meth-
ods of  turned applique.  “King 
Tut”  will be displayed in the 
October Quiltfest, as well as in 
several festivals in the area.
 Gail Brehm enjoys a 
versatile life.  She is a “Bronze 
Medal” winner in the Geor-
gia Iron Chef competition, 
and has taught culinary arts at 
White County High School. 
As a professional chef, caterer, 
and owner of Bella Luna cater-
ing service, Ms. Brehm finds 
quilting a relaxing diversion 
and particularly enjoys the 
fellowship she has found in 
the Misty Mountain Quilters 
Guild. For information, visit 
the website: www.mistymoun-
tainquiltguild.com. N(Feb2,S1)srh

Burglaries... continued from page 1
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Robotics...continued from page 1

SPLOST...continued from page 1

come back and retrieve.”
Chief Wright says he’s

hot on the trail of those re-
sponsible for the burglaries.

“We’ve got some
strong leads in these cases,”
Chief Wright said. “What we
need is for someone who
might have seen something
in the early morning hours of
Jan. 4th and late Jan. 17th and
early Jan. 18th to call us and
tell us what they saw.”

Approximately $7,000 in
merchandise was taken from
the hardware during both bur-
glaries, the chief said.

“This isn’t a misde-

meanor case,” he said. “This
is a felony case because of
the value of the items taken.”

Chief Wright also asks
for persons who have been
approached about purchas-
ing new power tools and
lawn equipment to call his
office. Pawn shops should
be on the alert.

“We’re close to break-
ing this case, and we want
to get those responsible in
custody as soon as possible
before they try to do this type
of crime somewhere else,”
Chief Wright said.

Chief Wright has

stepped up patrols and is
keeping a close eye on
downtown businesses in the
wake of the burglaries.

“Unfortunately, we’re
in a down economy and
some people tend to take
desperate measures when-
ever that occurs,” Chief
Wright said. “We want folks
to know that we’re work-
ing hard to combat crime and
we need them to keep their
eyes open also.”

Anyone with informa-
tion that could aid in these
investigations, call Chief
Wright at (706) 896-2202.

among young people.
Saturday’s event was

the State Championship with
the top team advancing to
the World Festival in St.
Louis in late April.

With a theme of “Body
Forward,” teams of students
ages 9 to 14 explored the
cutting-edge world of bio-
medical engineering to dis-
cover innovative ways to
repair injuries, overcome
genetic predispositions and
maximize the body’s poten-
tial, with the purpose of lead-
ing happier, healthier lives.

Prior to Saturday, 337
teams competed in 12 quali-
fiers and three Super Re-
gional contests, involving a
total of 2,500 students. Us-
ing the qualifiers as an elimi-
nation process, the field was
narrowed to the 50 teams
that took part in the state
tournament on Saturday at
Georgia Tech.

The Kick ‘N’ Bots, a
group of five extraordinary
TCMS students took their
project to the next level at
the state championships.

After Saturday’s con-
test Michael Austin,
Danielle Diehl,  Gabe
Gilliland, Mia Manto and
Sunshine Wood, the TCMS
Robotics team, took home
the satisfaction of compet-
ing in Georgia FIRST
LEGO League Robotics
state tournament.

Early on in their quest,
the Bots’ robotics coach, Jo
Ray Van Vliet, provided
them with professional guid-
ance and encouragement to
lead the team to their first
state championship event.

Their project was
unique. The team used a
Google Inventor Application
program to develop a com-
munication device in concept
to aid Alzheimer’s patients.

The device would help
Alzheimer’s patients when
they look at their telephone,
giving them the date, advis-
ing them of their day’s
schedule and even provide
GPS support.

It also includes tele-
phone numbers of people
they may need to contact, in-

cluding pictures of the people
beside the numbers. When
they click on the person’s pic-
ture, it gives the Alzheimer’s
patient information about
who the person is and their
contact information.

The robotic concept
the team developed was op-
erated on a course designed
to mimic parts of the human
body and had to be built and
programmed by the team to
complete as many of the 14
specific tasks as it could in
less than two and a half min-
utes in order to score points.

“Last summer when
Jo Ray Van Vliet sent me
an e-mail and wanted to
bring this program to the
school, we got excited
about it,” Principal Berrong
said. “We thought it was
something that we could
build on.

“We had no expecta-
tions of winning anything; we
thought if we got to go and
compete it would be good for
the kids,” he said. “What
they’ve done this year is
truly impressive.”

Jo Ray Van Vliet, Sunshine Wood, Mia Manto, Michael Austin and TCMS Principal Darren Berrong
pose during the LEGO League Robotics tournament in Atlanta on Saturday. Photo/James Reese

that included many miles of
travel for the Lady Indians.
They had endured some 300
miles in two days on a
school bus with a round trip
to Social Circle plus a game
on Friday and the trip to
Holy Innocents on Saturday.

The win at Social
Circle on Friday established
what is believed to be a
school record for the best
start to a season for a Towns
County High School basket-
ball team.

It appears that the best
prior season opening record
was established 59 years ago
by the 1952 edition of the
Lady Indians.

If the recorded infor-
mation is in chronological
order and complete, the
Lady Indians began that sea-
son on an 18-0 run before
falling in consecutive games
to Ellijay and Hayesville.

The three wins for the
week also give the Lady In-
dians 96 wins during the last
four seasons and counting,
tying the record for most
wins in four consecutive sea-
sons established last year.

With at least three regu-
lar season games and post
season play still to be com-
pleted, the Lady Indians have
a chance to extend the four-
year record significantly.

For those who may
wonder why the Indians did
not play at Holy Innocents,
this game and one with Lam-
bert High School were
scheduled for the Lady Indi-
ans in the absence of games
with the boys only Riverside
Military Academy now par-
ticipating in Region 8-A.

The home game with
Lambert scheduled for De-
cember 13 was postponed
due to bad weather and its
not known at press time
when or if the game will be
rescheduled as the Lady In-
dians await word from Lam-
bert as to whether they can
or desire to reschedule.

Jail to sign up to vote if
you’re not registered.

Early ballots can be
cast at the Board of Elec-
tions and Registration as
early as Feb. 21 at
91Berrong Street in
Hiawassee.

If approved, the
SPLOST would last no
longer than six years. It is
estimated to raise $12.7 mil-
lion to fund capital outlay
projects in the county and
the cities of Hiawassee and
Young Harris.

County projects com-
prise parks and recreation
improvements that include
acquisition, construction and
equipping a multi-purpose
recreational and community
building. It also includes
money for roads and bridges
improvements and may in-
clude pedestrian cross

walks, parking and capital
equipment.

Fire Department im-
provements also are on the list
of capital outlay projects to
include vehicles, equipment
facilities and fire hydrants.

Other projects include
construction and improve-
ments at public libraries, wa-
ter and sewer improvements,
including solid waste, storm
water management and ac-
companying equipment.

Public safety vehicles
and equipment including
ambulances also are on the
list of capital projects. The
SPLOST also includes
funds for industrial and eco-
nomic development.

The city of Hiawassee
intends to use its share of
SPLOST funds on parks
and recreation improve-
ments, a facelift for the

Downtown Square, eco-
nomic development, roads,
streets and bridges, which
could include sidewalks, a
bicycle path, pedestrian
cross walks and turn lanes.

Projects also include
fire hydrants and improved
fire protection facilities and
water lines and accompany-
ing equipment.

Projects for the city of
Young Harris include parks
and recreation improve-
ments, road, streets and
bridge improvements.
Those improvements could
include sidewalks, bicycle
paths, pedestrian cross
walks and capital equip-
ment. The city of Young
Harris also plans water and
sewer improvements includ-
ing fire hydrants, solid waste,
storm water management
and equipment.

growth.”   
Butterworth is cur-

rently the chairman of the
Senate Higher Education
Committee. He also serves
as Vice Chairman of the
powerful Senate Banking
and Financial Institutions
Committee and sits on the
Appropriations, Economic
Development, Natural Re-
sources, and State and Lo-
cal Governmental Opera-
tions committees for the
2011-2012 Term.

“I am honored to serve
the people of Georgia in my
capacity as a member of
these important committees,”
said Sen. Butterworth. “A
good education is the gate-
way to a successful future
and Georgia offers some of
the best colleges and univer-
sities in the nation.

“I look forward to
working with my colleagues
on legislation that addresses
issues with higher education,
ensuring we remain a leader
in post-secondary educa-
tion,” he said.

Focusing on creating

Butterworth...continued from page 1
an environment for busi-
nesses to grow and prosper
will be crucial this session,
Sen. Butterworth said.

“Our work on the eco-
nomic development com-
mittee will be vital in creat-
ing concise, solution-based
legislation,” he said.

Northeast Georgia is
home to some of the most
beautiful natural resources
the state has to offer, Sen.
Butterworth said.

“Protecting our water
supply is a constant priority
in Northeast Georgia,” he
said. “I’m excited to work
on the natural resources
committee, which evaluates
legislation that protects and
maintains our vital natural
resources.”

Senate President Pro
Tem Tommie Williams said
Sen. Butterworth’s inclusion
on key Senate committees
was vital.

“After numerous
meetings, and careful con-
sideration of the talents and
expertise of each of our
Senators, I feel strongly that

we have created strong, du-
rable committees that will
help to cultivate legislation
that is beneficial to all Geor-
gians,” Sen. Williams said.
“By using this transparent,
extensive process, we can
ensure that we are working
together and maximizing all
of our efforts in order to
bring Georgia through these
hard times and into a pros-
perous future.”

Senate Majority
Leader Chip Rogers said that
by giving the committee se-
lection process the attention
it deserves, he’s confident
that the result will be public
policy that stimulates
Georgia’s economy, puts
money back into the pock-
ets of hardworking citizens,
and improves the quality of
life for all Georgians.

“Though we have
many hard decisions to
make, we must put politics
aside to make Georgia a state
where families, businesses,
and communities can grow
and thrive,” Sen. Rogers
said.

Towns County topped
Commerce 32-8. Misty
Lindemuth and Madison
Johnson led the Lady Indi-
ans in the lopsided route with
9 points each.

“This is what it’s all about,”
Coach Lana Parker said, re-
garding her team’s triumph.

Johnson took the
opening tip and got things
started for the Lady Indians,
scoring the game’s first two
baskets, beginning at the 2:20
mark in the first quarter.

Commerce scored
their first point with a free
throw with 2.5 seconds left
in the first quarter. The Lady

TCMS Ladies...continued from page 1
Tigers could manage no
more points in the first half.

The Lady Indians went
in at the half with a com-
manding 16-1 lead.

As the second half got
underway, Lindemuth sank
a breakaway layup with
5:47 left in the third to lift the
Lady Indians to an 18-1 lead.

With 4:05 left in the
third, the Lady Tigers regis-
tered their first field goal of
the evening. Feeling good,
the Lady Tigers quickly con-
nected with another field
goal. However, the Lady
Indians took it from there,
finishing out the quarter with

a 20-5 lead.
Towns County outscored

Commerce 12-3 in the final
quarter to complete the route.

The experience was a
good one for the Lady Indi-
ans as Coach Parker ro-
tated her players in and out,
keeping experienced play-
ers fresh and giving younger
players some well earned
experience.

In the boys tournament,
the Indians didn’t fare quite
as well as the Lady Indians.

The No. 4 Seed Indi-
ans put up a fight before fall-
ing in the final frame to No.
1 Seed Banks County, 39-27.

Misty Lindemuth gets the third quarter rolling with a breakaway layup to put the Lady Indians in
command in Monday’s Regional basketball tournament at Lakeview Academy. Photo/James Reese
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