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Fire Chief Mitch Floyd and Asst. Chief Harold Copeland review the 
AFG award announcement.

Towns County Fire 
Rescue Department has been 
awarded a $94,575 grant for 
firefighter protection equip-
ment under the Aid to Fire-
fighter’s Grant program of the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity. The grant requires a  5 
percent county match. 

Fire Chief Mitch Floyd 
said the funds are immediately 
available and will be used to 
replace personal protective 
gear (helmets, coats, etal.) 
All of the equipment being 
replaced is over 8 years old 

and some is even well over ten 
years old. Funds are also avail-
able for a washer/extractor and 
dryer for the required launder-
ing thereby reducing the cur-
rent outside services’ costs. 

The department intends 
to work with various vendors 
to obtain the best equipment at 
the price estimated in the grant 
request. 

Future grant requests 
will be made during applica-
tion periods. The goal is to 
protect the safety of the Coun-
ty’s firefighters.  T(Jan26,F3)SH

Fire Department awarded AFG Grant

Following is the list of 
local University of Georgia 
students who completed re-

Local students graduate UGA
quirements for their degrees at 
the end of the 2010 fall semes-
ter. Each student participated 
in the university’s commence-
ment exercise which was held 
on December 17, 2010 at the 
University of Georgia.

Trey Alexander Gunter, 
BS, Blairsville, GA; Mack-
enzie Leigh Patterson, AB, 
Blairsville, GA; Mackenzie 
Leigh Patterson, ABJ, Blairs-
ville, GA. 

David Holmes Payne, 
BSA, Hiawassee, GA; Brit-
tany  Lee Sampson, BSFCS, 
Young Harris, GA; Jarrod 
Robert Shirley, BSED, Hia-
wassee, GA. NT(Jan26,J1)SH

Scholarships in a medi-
cal field or medical related 
field are available to residents 
of Towns and Clay Counties. 
These scholarships are award-
ed by the Chatuge Regional 
Hospital Auxiliary. Applica-
tions may be obtained at the 
Volunteer Desk in the main 
lobby of the hospital or from 
a school counselor at Towns 
County and Hayesville High 
Schools. The applications are 
due by April 1st. Four scholar-
ships were awarded in the two 
counties last year. For more in-
formation call: Jean Edwards, 
President, at (706) 896-1753 
or Scholarship Chairman, 
Bonnie Blitch, at (706) 896-
0024. T(Jan26,F3)SH

Medical
scholarships
available

The City of Young Har-
ris is planning to do some 
smoke testing in certain areas 
on Wednesday, February 2, 
2010 beginning at 9 AM. Cus-
tomers throughout the Young 
Harris service area may see 
smoke coming from your sew-
er vents or from places where 
holes may have eroded into the 
sewer lines. This may occur 
for as long as it takes to do the 
required testing. We apologize 
for any inconvenience this 
may cause, but we are striv-
ing to improve the quality and 
cost of services we provide our 
customers. Any questions, call 
Gary at 706-379-3171. T(Jan26,H1)

SH

Sewer smoking
in Young Harris

The Hiawassee United 
Methodist Men (HUMM) ex-
tend a very sincere "THANK 
YOU" to those of you that 
supported their fund-raising 
programs, namely the Chili 
Supper and Pecans, for the 
Year 2010.

The proceeds from these 
programs were distributed 
back in the Community to the 
following: Scholarship (Young 
Harris College), Camp Hossa-
na, Food Pantry, Feed Lambs, 
Safe, Karios, Women's Enrich-
ment Ctr., T/C Fire Rescue, 
T/C Family Connection, Jail 
Ministry, Hinton Life Ctr., Boy 
Scout Troop 125, and Habitat.

Your support made this 
all possible and we look for-
ward to your continued sup-
port when these programs roll 
around again this year. T(Jan26,J1)

SH

Thank you

Arrest and Fire Reports
Local law enforcement provides the following information for publication. 
Names are spelled as they were when received from the law enforcement 
agencies. It is important to remember that the following individuals have 
been charged only and are presumed innocent until such time as they are 
found guilty by a court or enter a guilty plea.

Sheriff-Chris Clinton

ARREST REPORT
Towns County Jail

1/20/11 Clyde Jason Ball, age 29, Murphy, NC
 Failure to appear after giving cash bond/admission
 of guilt, Bond revocation
1/18/11 Gregory Thomas Ducey, age 51, Woodstock, GA
 Probation violation
1/19/11 Rory Victor Edlin, age 24, Hiawassee, GA
 Housed for Union County
1/19/11 Frank McKinley Ensley, age 65, Young Harris, GA
 Too fast for conditions, Probation violation, Failure
 to maintain lane, Driving under the influence of 
 alcohol or drugs - 1st offense
1/18/11 Raymond Randall Maney, age 51, Hayesville, NC
 Failure to appear after giving cash bond/admission
 of guilt
1/19/11 Victor Terrance McGill, age 20, Clayton, GA
 Housed for Union County
1/21/11 Anthony John Cataldo, age 56, Hiawassee, GA
 Driving while license suspended
1/22/11 Jack Ernest Cooper, age 39, Cleveland, GA
 Driving under the influence, Safety belts
1/17/11 Donald Scott Jones, age 32, Piedmont, SC
 Driving in circular or zigzag, Driving while license
 suspended
1/20/11 Katherine Rae McEwen, age 33, Blairsville, GA
 Open container/passenger area, Driving on roadways
 laned, DUI - alcohol
1/21/11 Ronald Earl Stephens, age 63, Cullowhee, NC
 Obstruction or hindering law
1/20/11 Thongsamouth Worajak, age 39, Young Harris, GA
 License required, Use of safety belts

TC Fire Department
RESPONSE REPORT

From: Fire Chief Mitchell Floyd

1/13/11 Ridgecrest  Med assist
1/13/11 Main   Landing zone
1/13/11 Smithfield Ln.  Structure fire
1/13/11 Hwy. 76 W.   Med assist
1/14/11 Crooked Creek Conn. Cancelled
1/14/11 Smithfield Ln.  Rekindle fire
1/15/11 Fodder Creek  Med assist
1/15/11 Long View  Med assist
1/16/11 Ashley   Cancelled
1/16/11 Hwy. 66   MVA - injuries
1/16/11 McConnell  Med assist
1/16/11 Russell Manor  Med assist
1/16/11 Mallard Cove  Med assist
1/16/11 Hwy. 17/69  Gas leak/propane
1/17/11 Upper Bell Creek  Med assist
1/17/11 Old Forge Estates  MVA - no injuries
1/17/11 River   Fire alarm - false
1/17/11 Hwy. 76 W. YH  MVA - injuries
1/17/11 Brasstown Valley  Landing zone
1/18/11 Sharon’s Way  Carbon monoxide
1/18/11 Chipmunk  Med assist
1/18/11 Cottage Hill  Med assist
1/18/11 Bearmeat  Unauthorized burn
1/18/11 Abbie Liza  Med assist
1/18/11 Lakeview Dr.  Med assist
1/18/11 Hidden View  Med assist
1/19/11 Hwy. 75 N.  Med assist
1/19/11 Swallow’s Creek  Med assist
1/19/11 Church   Cancelled
1/20/11 Streak Hill  Structure fire
1/20/11 Church   Med assist
1/21/11 Cypress Dr.   Med assist

Space heater 
safety tips

 Keep all spaces heaters 
at least 3 feet away from com-
bustibles.

Use space heaters only 
as a supplementary source of 
heat. These devices are not 
intended to replace the home’s 
heating system.

Do not use extension 
cords with space heaters.

Inspect the heater’s cord 
periodically to look for frayed 
wire or damaged insulation. 
Do not use a space heater with 
a damaged cord.

Check periodically for 
a secure plug/outlet fit, if the 
plug becomes very hot, the 
outlet may need to be replaced. 
This could be a sign of a po-
tential home wiring issue.

Heaters should be placed 
on a flat, level surface. Do no 
place heaters on furniture 
since they may fall and be-
come damaged or break parts 
in the heater.

Unless the heater is de-
signed for use outdoors or 
in bathrooms, do not use in 
damp, wet areas.

Look for the UL Mark 
on your electric heater. This 
means representative samples 
of the appliance have met UL’s 
stringent safety standards.

If you have a liquid-
fueled space heater, use only 
the fuel recommended by the 
manufacturer. The wrong fuel 
could burn hotter than the 
equipment was designed for 
and cause a serious fire.

When refueling, turn 
off the heater and let it cool 
down completely before add-

ing fuel. Wipe away any spills 
promptly.

Before you buy a kero-
sene heater, check with your 
local fire department to ensure 
that it is legal.

Install smoke alarms to 
warn of a fire, but also have 
carbon monoxide (CO) alarms 
in the home to warn to warn 
about a faulty furnace, fire-
place and oven flues or any 
other venting problems. T(Jan26,H1)

SH

Commencement took 
place inside historic Hanner 
Fieldhouse on December 10, 
2010. Emily Walker from Hia-
wassee graduated at Georgia 
Southern's Fall Commence-
ment.

Georgia Southern Uni-
versity, a Carnegie Doctoral/
Research University, offers 
112 degree programs serv-
ing 19,000 students. Through 
eight colleges, the University 
offers bachelors, masters, and 
doctoral degree programs built 
on more than a century of aca-
demic achievement. The Uni-
versity, one of Georgia's larg-
est, is a top choice of Georgia's 
HOPE scholars and is recog-
nized for its student-centered 
approach to education. Visit: 
www.georgiasouthern.edu. 
T(Jan26,F2)SH

Walker
graduates
Georgia Southern

TC Board
of Health meetings

The Towns County 
Board of Health will meet on 
the following dates in 2011: 
Thursday, January 27 at 9:30 
AM; Thursday, April 28 at 
9:30 AM; Thursday, July 28 at 
9:30 AM; Thursday, October 
27 at 9:30 AM. Meeting loca-
tion: Towns County 911 Con-
ference Room. T(Jan26,F1)SH
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Hiawassee was closed by
the Georgia Department of
Banking and Finance on
March 19, 2010 and the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration was named re-
ceiver. To protect the bank’s
depositors, the FDIC entered
into a purchase and assump-

tion agreement with Citizens
South Bank, based in
Gastonia, NC, to assume all
of the deposits of Bank of
Hiawassee and its branches.

Under the terms of the
transaction, Citizens South
received approximately
$300 million in assets, includ-

ing $227 million in loans, and
assumes $324 million in li-
abilities, including $295 mil-
lion in deposits of Bank of
Hiawassee. The FDIC and
Citizens South entered into
a loss sharing agreement
covering substantially all
acquired loans.

His goal was to have
students become life long
learners, creative problem
solvers, and competent deci-
sion makers. Students, par-
ents, staff, and community all
worked together to provide the
best learning opportunities.

Over the years,
Dermody cherished the sup-
port the school received

from the Towns County
community.

“Don has meant a lot
to every Towns County stu-
dent he’s had the pleasure
of knowing,” Dr. Behrens
said. “He’s an amazing in-
dividual and a very effec-
tive administrator.

“We’re going to miss
him,” Dr. Behrens said.

“Without a doubt.”
Anderson agreed.
“He’s just so consis-

tent,” Anderson said. “After
you get to know him and
watch him perform, it’s just
amazing the knowledge of
education that he brings to the
table. His consistency is his
trademark. He will be
missed.”

Mountain Fairgrounds pro-
moter from working on a
reschedule date

Regretfully he was
unsuccessful at rebooking a
2010 date. 

Now, Williams, a
Country Music Hall of
Famer, is booked for March
26, much to the delight of his
fan following.

Williams, who has 17
No. 1 hits to professional
credits, is one of the most
legendary sounds in Coun-
try Music. He was named

Male Vocalist of the Year in
1978 and his iconic hit Tulsa
Time has crossed genres and
has been featured in major
Hollywood motion pictures.

However, his most
memorable No. 1 hit is I
Believe in You, a song, re-
corded in 1980, that reflects
on the times we lived. It is a
telling tale of the things in
life that aren’t genuine and
the things that really mean
the most.

Williams, originally a
songwriter for Jack Music

Inc., signed with JMI
Records as a solo artist in
1971. His 1974 song, We
Should Be Together
reached No. 5, and he
signed with ABC/Dot
Records. His first single
with ABC/Dot, I Wouldn’t
Want to Live If You Didn’t
Love Me became a No. 1
hit, and was the first of a
string of Top 10 hits for the
“Gentle Giant” between
1974 and 1991. Only four of
his 46 singles didn’t make it
to the Top 10.

into a chat about the per-
sonal life of Cooley, Paulette
Harper’s boyfriend at the
time of her death.

“The anonymous post-
ers had a field day kicking
Gene Cooley around with
allegations of child molesta-
tion, extensive criminal
background, drug rehabilita-
tion attempts, drug use and
drug dealing,” said Stookey,
who represented Cooley in
his defamation suit against
the anonymous posters.

“Gene Cooley went to
Florida to the funeral of Ms.
Harper and was soon asked
to leave her parents home
due to a call from ‘some
woman’ in Blairsville, Geor-
gia,” Stookey said.

The woman from
Blairsville told Harper’s par-
ents all about Cooley,
Stookey said.

“Gene went to the lo-
cal sheriff’s office, had a
background check done
which proved he had never
been arrested for anything,”
Stookey said.

Cooley returned home
to Blairsville to find that his
name had been blasted all
over TOPIX, Stookey said.

“When he went to
work, he was fired since
‘some woman’ came to the
hair salon and told the owner
that she and her friends
would never use them as
long as Gene Cooley was
employed there,” Stookey
said.

Supposedly, the postings
about Cooley were to “pro-

tect” Paulette Harper’s young
daughter from Cooley, who the
anonymous posters had la-
beled as a “pervert” and “child
molester” in the TOPIX chat
room, Stookey said.

Eventually, the embar-
rassment, ridicule and lack
of employment forced
Cooley to move away from
Blairsville and take up resi-
dence in Augusta, Stookey
said.

Stookey filed suit on
Cooley’s behalf against an
anonymous poster named
“MOUTH”, which Stookey
said was the leader of the
pack bashing Cooley.

Stookey subpoenaed
TOPIX for the identity of
“MOUTH” using the IP
address, which is basically
the fingerprint of personal
computers. TOPIX was
more than happy to oblige.

The legal pleadings
determined that “MOUTH”
was Sybil Denise Ballew of
Blairsville, Stookey said.

It also was deter-
mined that Ballew also had
the aliases of “Calvin,”
“Mountain Man,” “Yuck,”
“Bugs,” “Pete,” “David,”
and “Slim,” Stookey said.

During the trial,
Ballew admitted making
each of the defamatory
posts about Cooley, Stookey
said.

Basically, Ballew was
carrying on a conversation
about Cooley with herself,
disguised as each one of the
anonymous names on
TOPIX. She declined legal

counsel during the trial and
refused to apologize to
Cooley for making the re-
marks, Stookey said.

The civil complaint was
amended to include the true
identity of the anonymous
poster, Stookey said and the
case went to trial on Jan. 12
before the honorable Judge
David Barrett. A six person
jury was selected to hear the
case, court records show.

“The six-member jury
was very heroic in award-
ing $404,000 in damages to
Gene Cooley,” Stookey said.
“This was not only vindica-
tion for Gene Cooley, but it
was the first case of
DEFMACAST tried in
Georgia and the largest
award ever in Union County
or the Enotah Circuit.”

Stookey said that
cases in Texas and New
York were keying on the
case before they went to
trial.

“There is no criminal
statute governing this kind
of activity in Georgia,”
Stookey said. “It should be
a crime to attack someone
like that on the Internet.

“This was not an as-
sault on the First Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution,
which bars only Congress
from making laws to abridge
free speech,” Stookey said.
“I hope this case will stop
the libel which takes place
on TOPIX and return it to
being the market place for
the exchange of discussion
and ideas.”
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