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Angel’s Chamber Messages

Community Events
Old Fashioned Square Dance
Join us each Monday in Hiawassee, at 6 p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter (two blocks behind – south of the town square, beside the 
Courthouse, 48 River St.). Old Fashioned Square Dance lessons 
are free.  This is not Western Square Dance but rather Big Circle 
(shew-fly, grapevine, etc.) with basic clogging demos. Help us 
revive this lost art, come once or every lesson. Sponsor: Towns 
County Historical Society, PO Box 1182, Hiawassee, GA (706) 
896-1060. Member Calendar of Events

Jan. 23, 30 at 8 p.m. – The Problem with Pluto at Rollins 
Planetarium.  For details call (706) 379-3111 or  www.yhc.
edu

Feb. 7th at 2:30 p.m. – Moscow Nights & Golden Gates at 
the Peacock Playhouse.  Call (828) 389-2595 for tickets and 
details.

The Towns County 
Tourism Association is 
sponsoring the 2nd Annual 
GA Mountain Moonshine 
Cruize-In Car show Aug. 
12-14 at the Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds.  This event 
was a tremendous success 
last year bringing more than 
5,000 visitors to the commu-
nity. A community meeting 
will be held at the Georgia 
Mountain Fairgrounds on 
Thursday, Feb. 11th at 6 p.m. 
in the Anderson Music Hall.  

Rakes Parish, promoter of 
the event will be discussing 
the community involvement 
to make the 2010 show even 
more successful. Please mark 
your calendar and plan to at-
tend.  Contact Jane Holland 
at (706) 896-4966 for more 
details.  The next Towns 
County Tourism Association 
Board Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, Feb 9th at 8:30 
a.m. at the Georgia Mountain 
Fairgrounds Office.

Towns County Tourism 
Association Updates

Murphy Movers & 
Storage is committed to 
moving the moving indus-
try into a higher level of 
quality customer service.  
From our estimators to our 
movers, you will be im-
pressed with our customer 
focused approach.  When 
you contact our office, your 
inquiry or booking request 
will be answered promptly 
by one of our professional 
estimators.  An email de-
tailing the specific aspects 
of your move will then be 
emailed or faxed to you 
and upon booking you will 
receive a written contract. 

Any necessary proof 
of insurance will be pro-
vided and rubbish removal 

Member Spotlight – 
Murphy Movers

will be planned for and 
provided.  On the day of 
your move an experienced 
foreman will address any 
of your questions or needs 
and will ensure your goods 
are carefully transported.  
In addition, the office staff 
will be available and ready 
to assist you throughout the 
duration of your move.  

With great service 
and flat rate prices – there’s 
really no need to go any-
where else!  

If you would like us 
to shine a spotlight on your 
business, call or email us at 
the Chamber at (706) 896-
4966 or  info@mountain-
topga.com. 

Member Benefit of the Month - Discounted In-
surance! As a member of the Towns County Chamber of 
Commerce, you will have the buying power of a large com-
pany through Member Care Alliance.  Contact the Chamber at 
(706) 896-4966 for more details.

Meeting Date
The next Towns County 

Chamber of Commerce Board 
Meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, Feb. 4th at the Chamber 
Office at 11 a.m.

New Members
The Towns County 

Chamber of Commerce would 
like to welcome our newest 
members!

Send out Cards - Pro-
vides personalized greeting 
cards with a printed personal 
message, stuffed, stamped and 
mailed.

Contact: Mac McBride, 
Phone: (706) 994-4149 or (706) 
896-8302 or Email:   leavitt59@

gmail.com. Website:   www.
sendoutcards.com/macmcbride.

Boothe’s Majestic 
Chem-Dry – Provides carpet 
and upholstery cleaning – serv-
ing Gilmer, Fannin, Union, 
Towns, Dawson & Lumpkin 
Counties. Carpet dries in as 
little as 1 to 2 hours, specialized 
spot cleaning, protectent and 
healthy home package available 
as well.  

Contact:  Erwin and Kel-
ly Boothe, Phone:  (706) 258-
2379 or (888) 241-2379, Email: 
e.k.boothe@hotmail.com, Web-
site:  chem-dry.net/boothesma-
jestic.ga. 

CITY OF YOUNG HARRIS
BUDGET HEARING

January 26, 2010
A Public Hearing will be held January 26, 
2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room 
of Young Harris City Hall located at 5187 
Maple Street. The hearing will be held to 
present the proposed 2009 Amended Bud-
get to the Public. A copy of the proposed 
amended Budget is available for inspec-
tion in the City Clerk’s Office between the 
hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Monday 
through Friday.
By order of the City Council, this the 5th. 
day of January 2010.

Shirley Jarrard
City Clerk/Finance Officer

BANK OWNED PROPERTIES 
IN NORTH GA

HOMES, CABINS, LAND & LOTS
View properties @ www.ucbi.com/property

Call Cindy at 706-400-9973 or
Adam at 706-400-9971 for details

DeBARTOLO CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
DR. FRANK DeBARTOLO

CORRECT THE CAUSE
THE FIVE MOST DANGEROUS WORDS

MAYBE IT WILL GO AWAY
Stiffness Headaches
Tingling Neck-Arm Pain
Numbness Low Back-Leg Pain
Pinched Nerve Slipped Disc

706-745-1677        
By Appointment

266D Shoe Factory Road, Suite 3 • Blairsville, GA

26 Years Experience

Towns County Fire 
Corps will be having a Com-
munity Meeting Tuesday, Jan-
uary 26th, 7 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. We will be going over 
the projects for the coming 
year and need your help.

One we will specifically 
be working on is a small group 
that will go out to other orga-
nizations and put on a Safety 

Towns County Fire Corps 
ready for the new year

Presentation including per-
sonal safety, fire safety, Fire-
wise, and recruiting for the 
Fire Dept. and Fire Corps. If 
this is something you feel you 
would be interested in  doing 
please join us. For more in-
formation call Joan Crothers 
at 706-896-6240 or Brenda 
at 706-896-5522 after 2 p.m. 
T(Jan20,E1)SH

The Children’s Interpre-
tive Garden at Cupid Falls in 
Young Harris is a step closer 
to completion this week as 
Ron Salzer from Bridges to 
the Other Side donates his 
time and track hoe in an effort 
to clean up downed pines and 
debris on the site. Ron also has 
dedicated time to help build 
a small bridge across Corn 
Creek in the future.

Pathways on either 
side of the creek leading to 
the water fall from the Nich-
ols Bridge have been cleared 
by volunteers and clearing of 
the main park area is soon to 
be completed thanks to Ron. 
His business builds outdoor 
sculpture, one of which can be 
seen on the way to Cupid Falls 
at Appalachian Gallery. His 
bridges ranging from 10’ to 
150’ are designed at his work 

shop in Hayesville, NC, (770) 
654-1985.

Other donations of drain 
pipe for the parking lot are 
soon to be donated.

Over 50 people from the 
community and Young Harris 
College have donated time and 
food for the workers in an effort 
to see this wonderful park come 
to fruition. This spring the City 
of Young Harris will be setting 
up work Saturdays to move the 
process forward. Anyone inter-
ested in donating time or food to 
the Corn Creek Preserve Project 
can be added to the list at City 
Hall. Call (706) 379-3171 for 
more details.

Thanks to all that have 
helped with this wonderful 
project.

David Sellers
City Council, Young Harris

T(Jan20,F1)SH

Work progresses at Cupid Falls

YHC Events Calendar

Insurance Rate Maps.
“We’ve got until Sep-

tember to get this right,”
Kendall said.

Commissioner Kendall
said it is of the utmost impor-
tance that the most accurate
facts available be used in or-
der to keep residents’ property
out of the flood map zone be-
cause of mapping errors.  To
have residents’ property erro-
neously listed in the flood zone
could lead to higher cost of in-

surance and diminished prop-
erty value.

Commissioner Kendall is
exploring the feasibility and
cost of providing more accu-
rate information to FEMA if
they will agree to use it to adopt
new and more accurate maps.
Residents are urged to attend
Thursday’s meeting at the
Courthouse to get acquainted
with the issues at hand and of-
fer input into resolving the
mapping issues.

Floodplain...from page 1A

Job Training, academics, sub-
stance abuse programs and
cognitive behavior programs as
well as the TOPPSTEP Program.

DOC is focused on Re-
entry Initiatives to prepare of-
fenders to become productive
residents of their communities
upon their release from the
state system.

The meeting is sched-
uled for 2 p.m. on Friday at the
Towns County Courthouse in
the Courtroom. Several officials
and leaders have been asked to
talk about what is happening in
their programs or departments.

Some of those asked to
speak include Marcene

Friedley, executive director of
Towns County’s Drug-Free
Coalition, Dot Garrett, Risk Re-
duction Services for the Geor-
gia Department of Corrections,
Cory Biggs, Probation Officer
3 and Office Manager of the
Blairsville-based Probation Ser-
vices in Union County, Mayor
Mathis, Commissioner Kendall
and a representative of the
Towns County Sheriff’s Office.
Also Hiawassee Police Chief
Jimmy Wright has been asked
to speak as well as Enotah Cir-
cuit Superior Court Judge Lynn
Alderman, along with a repre-
sentative from the Georgia
State Patrol.

Community...from page 1A

and will be responsible for
keeping members fully aware of
all pending legislation and fu-
ture votes.

The appointment is sig-
nificant as freshmen represen-
tatives are rarely placed in po-
sitions of leadership.  State Rep.
Allison was elected in 2008 to
his first term in the State House
ousting incumbent Charles
Jenkins, also of Blairsville.

Allison has capably
served his district for more than
a year.

In his first year in office,
Allison either sponsored or co-
sponsored 24 legislative ac-
tions, including House Bill 667
which related to hospital acqui-

sition and House Bill 782 which
offered Towns County resi-
dents the right to cast ballots
to increase their local home-
stead exemption from $2,000 to
$10,000.

He represents counties
that include Towns, Rabun,
Union and part of White
County.  Currently, State Rep.
Allison is a member of House
Committees that include Banks
and Banking, Children and
Youth, Higher Education and
Judiciary - Civil.

State Rep. Allison can be
reached at the State Capitol at
(404) 656-0177, or at his
Blairsville office at (706) 781-
3929.

Allison...from page 1A

Hawkins (R-Gainesville), and
John Douglas (R-Social Circle).

“This effort will shield
Georgians from a disastrous
health care plan crafted by
Washington democrats. Geor-
gia simply cannot afford this
given the current budget,” Sen.
Butterworth said.

If enacted, the legislation
would propose an amendment
to Georgia’s Constitution so as
to prevent a mandate on any
individual, employer or health
care provider to participate in
any health care system. It
would also protect the rights of
individuals and employers to pay
directly for lawful health care ser-
vices without penalties or fines.

Butterworth’s committee
memberships in the State Sen-
ate include Secretary of the

Banking and Financial Institu-
tions Committee; Economic
Development Committee; Edu-
cation and Youth Committee
and Veterans, Military and
Homeland Security Committee.

Butterworth was elected in
2008 to serve as State Senate rep-
resentative for counties that in-
clude Towns, Banks, Franklin,
Habersham, Hart, Rabun,
Stephens and a portion of White.

Since his election,
Butterworth has promoted poli-
cies that recruit new industries
and create jobs in the North-
east Georgia region. He is
partnering with parents, edu-
cators and local schools to pro-
vide world class education for
local children. He also is fo-
cused on growing and protect-
ing Georgia’s water resources.

Butterworth...from page 1A

Behrens said that the school
board will wait until the cold
weather plays out in the weeks
ahead out to determine how to
move forward with any make
up days, if any.

“We’ll look at everything
considered in a month or so,”

Leaks emerge...from page 1A
Behrens said, noting that there
is still a long way to go until
springtime.

Mayor Mathis said that
to report possible water leaks,
please contact the Hiawassee
Water Department at (706) 896-
2202.

Harris will benefit our stu-
dents and college commu-
nity through critical scholar-
ship funding, which is more
important in this economy
than ever before. We are
also pleased that the Suber

name will hold a publicly dis-
tinctive place on our campus
forever now with the nam-
ing of our soon-to-be-con-
structed campus center’s
banquet facility in honor of
Mr. Suber and his legacy.”

YHC...from page 1A

Jackie Gagnon has been
a fitness guru for 20 years.

Today, she’s ready to put
that experience to work at Fit
for Life, located in the former
Curves location in Hayesville
at 321 Hwy 64 West.

“We have a circuit of
hydraulic machines, cardio
equipment and we offer vari-
ous exercise classes,” she said.
“We have Pilates, toning,
cardio and Zumba classes. We
also have 10 percent off on our
memberships during January.
The memberships include every-
thing offered at the fitness center.”

Gagnon has always taken
pride in staying fit.  

“I have been in fitness
for 20 years,” she said. “I have
been teaching at many of the
local facilities for the past eight
years. When Curves (in
Hiawassee and Hayesville)
closed this seemed like the per-
fect time to start out on my own.

Gagnon has certifica-
tions in teaching group exer-
cise classes, Zumba and “I am
a personal trainer,” she said.

“I also have certificates
in Pilates, Yoga and Fit Ball. I
love people, fitness and help-
ing people reach their goals,”
she said.

Fit for Life is open Mon-
day through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. to 7
p.m., and on Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.

“These are winter hours and
we will be opened more in the warmer
weather months,” she said.

Membership rates run
$6 per day, or $25 per week. A
one month membership is $40;
three months, $115; six months
for $210 or one year for $330.

“These are paid-in-full
rates,” she said. “A monthly Au-
tomatic draft is available at $32 per
month. The 10 percent discount
doesn’t apply to the $32 rate.”

Also, exercise classes
are available. The rates run $6
for a one day class; punch
cards are available for 10
classes at $50. Also, gift cards
for five classes are available
for $27.50.

For more details about
Fit for Life, call (828) 342-1946.

Gagnon has been Fit for Life
By Charles Duncan
TOWNS COUNTY HERALD
charlesduncan@brmemc.net

VFW honors Public Safety

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7807 awarded its annual Public Safety awards to the top
officers for Emergency Services, the Towns County Fire Department and the Towns County
Sheriff’s Office. The recepients were Greg Taylor (top photo) for Emergency Services; Doug
Mills for Towns County Fire Department; and Towns County Sheriff’s Office Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year, Calvin Dennis Young. Post Commander Marty Mynatt and VFW Lifetime
Member Howard Smrz made the presentations last week. Photos Lowell Nicholson

Black Ice cause traffic accident

Black ice is believed to be the culprit responsible for this one-vehicle crash on Upper Bell
Creek Road on Monday morning. One person was injured and transported for medical treatment.
The exact cause of the crash and the condition of the victim were not available at press time.
Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Ice Worlds, Friday,
Jan. 22, at 8 p.m. at Rollins
Planetarium, Maxwell Cen-
ter. Admission: $3 adults/$2
students/Free with YHC ID

Also presented on Fri-
day, Jan. 29; Feb. 12, 19 and
26; March 19. Call (706)
379-5195 for more details.

“Fossil Fools” Digi-
tal Media Arts Exhibit.
Opening Night Live Perfor-
mance, is scheduled for 7
p.m., at Dobbs Theatre;
Opening Reception, 8 p.m.,
Campus Gate Art Gallery,
Thursday, Jan. 21. On dis-
play through Friday, Feb. 26.
Gallery hours: Monday-Fri-

day, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Campus
Gate Art Gallery, Free ad-
mission, (706) 379-5256 or
campusgate@yhc.edu for
more details.

Faculty Artists Re-
cital, Monday, Jan. 25, 7
p.m., Glenn Auditorium,
Clegg Fine Arts Building.
Free admission. Call (706)
379-5182 for details.

Wit
Presented by Theatre

Young Harris and the Division of
Humanities, Tuesday, Feb. 2, 8
p.m.at Susan B. Harris Chapel.
Free admission, call (706) 379-
4307 or www.yhc.edu/tickets for
details.

YHC hosts Recital
Young Harris College’s

Division of Fine Arts will
present a Music Depart-
ment Faculty Artists Recital
on Monday, Jan. 25. The
free concert is open to the
public and begins at 7 p.m.
in Glenn Auditorium of the
Clegg Fine Arts Building on
the Young Harris College
campus. 

This special event will
feature performances by the

College’s entire renowned
music faculty. The program
includes works by Scott
Joplin, George Gershwin,
Claude Bolling, George
Frideric Handel, Lucy Simon,
Gian Carlo Menotti, John
Williams and Franz Shubert,
as well as other classical and
contemporary pieces. 

For more details, con-
tact the Division of Fine Arts
at (706) 379-5182.
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Each year The San Fran-
cisco Chronicle sponsors an 
American wine competition. 
This year over 4,900 wines 
were entered into competition 
by class or category and were 
judged by a prestigious panel 
of 60 experts. Crane Creek 
Vineyards ‘took the gold’ in 
the Native American red cat-
egory (480 wines submitted) 
for its 2007 Hellbender Red, 
made from the Norton grape. 
In the dry rose’ category, a 
Bronze medal was awarded to 
Crane Creek Vineyards for its 
2008 Villard Noir.

Upon being notified as 
a medal winner, Eric Seifarth, 
owner and wine master, stated 
“It is certainly an honor for our 
vineyard to receive these med-
als, especially in such a large 
national competition. It is 
exciting to see our wines rec-

Crane Creek Vineyards takes gold
ognized for their quality and 
taste.” When asked to explain 
the Hellbender Red name, he 
stated it is a combination of 
two native reds. A Hellbender 
is the largest red salamander in 
the Western hemisphere and 
is found in the upper eleva-
tion streams of Towns County. 
The grape, Norton, can be 
traced back to Virginia in the 
late 1700’s. Legend has it the 
Norton was the only grape 
saved during prohibition; it 
has returned to east coast vine-
yards as a strong and healthy 
grape. And like the wine and 
the Hellbender, it is big, bold 
and red.

Crane Creek Vineyards, 
located in Young Harris, is a 
member of the Winegrower’s 
Association of Georgia and is 
Towns County’s only winery. 
T(Jan20,E2)SH

North Georgia Technical 
College is proud to announce 
its Honor Roll and President’s 
List for Fall Quarter 2009. The 
President’s List recognizes full-
time students with a 4.0 GPA in 
all areas, including work ethics. 
The Honor Roll recognizes full-
time students with a 3.5 GPA. 
Approximately 272 students 
were named to the Honor Roll, 
and 283 students were named to 
the President’s List.

Towns County Resi-
dents named to the Honor Roll 
were: Brandi Allbritton, Practi-
cal Nursing; Jennifer Carlton, 
Business Administrative Tech-
nology; Amanda Dickert, Med-
ical Assisting; Amber Harrell, 
Applied Business Technology; 
Christy Knapp, Therapeutic 
Massage Technician; Douglas 

Students named to North Georgia 
Tech’s Honor Roll and President’s List

Martin, Applied Business Tech-
nology; Timothy McMichen, 
Commercial Photography; 
Linda Miller, Business Admin-
istrative Technology; Matthew 
Senecal, CIS Networking Spe-
cialist; Laura Taylor, Business 
Administrative Technology.

Towns County Residents 
named to the President’s List 
were: Julie Cruz, Criminal Jus-
tice; Ashley Dawson, Applied 
Business Technology; Jenny 
Gant, Commercial Photogra-
phy; Lorianne Nichols, Com-
mercial Photography; David 
Parker, Commercial Truck 
Driving; Cristy Shattles, Cos-
metology; Cheryl Stack, Busi-
ness Administrative Technol-
ogy; Mary Sweeten, Business 
Administrative Technology. 
T(Jan20,SC2)

Leah Henderson

UCB’s Miller and Henderson receive promotion

Rick Martin, President of Unit-
ed Community Bank – Towns 
County announced today the 
promotion of two key employ-
ees. Matt Miller has been pro-
moted to Senior Vice President, 
and Leah Henderson has been 
promoted to Vice President.
Coming to United Community 
Bank in 1990, Matt Miller is 
a Loan Officer, and serves as 
Manager of the Loan Operations 
area. Matt earned his Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the Univer-

Matt Miller
sity of Georgia, and later gradu-
ated from the Georgia Banking 
School at the Terry School of 
Business, University of Georgia.
Leah Henderson began her ca-
reer with United Community 
Bank in 1996. After eight years 
of assisting in the commercial 
loan area, Leah is now a Com-
mercial Lender, with expertise in 
SBA lending. 
“United Community Bank prides 
itself in providing unmatched 
customer service and the most 
qualified bankers in the busi-
ness”, says President Rick Mar-
tin. “During the past year, when 
the banking industry has expe-
rienced tremendous challenges, 
Matt and Leah have both stepped 

forward, working diligently 
to take care of our customers’ 
needs. They exemplify true dedi-
cation in the jobs they do, and are 
most deserving of their promo-
tion”. T(Jan20,SC7)

Chapter J of the Gold 
Wing Road Riders Association 
(GWRRA) meets the fourth 
Saturday of each month (ex-
cept December) at Daniel’s 
Steakhouse, Hiawassee, GA.  
We eat at 11 AM followed by 
the meeting at 12 during which 
rides and other activities are 
announced and discussed.

We encourage current 
members of the GWRRA and 
anyone interested in becoming 
a member to join us. All mo-
torcyclists are welcome and 
we look forward to seeing par-
ticipants from other chapters. 
There are great rides coming 
up, along with other activities 
and we hope many of you will 
join us.

For further informa-
tion, contact Chapter Director, 
June Gottlieb, 706-896-7403. 
NT(Jan20,SC9)

GWRRA
monthly meeting


