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TC Fire Department
RESPONSE REPORT

From: Fire Chief Mitchell Floyd

1/7/11 Hwy. 76 W.  MVA no injuries
1/7/11 Hwy. 75 N.  Med assist
1/8/11 Longview  Cancelled
1/8/11 Rainbow Ridge  Med assist
1/8/11 Hwy. 288  Fire/camper
1/8/11 Gribble Edwards  Med assist
1/8/11 Lovingood  Med assist
1/9/11 Sky View  Med assist
1/9/11 Admiral Point  Med assist
1/9/11 Turtle Cove  Med assist
1/10/11 Sky View  Med assist
1/10/11 Capes   Med assist
1/10/11 Hwy. 76 W.   Fire/chimney
1/10/11 Sky View  Med assist
1/10/11 Cottage Hill  Med assist
1/10/11 Brasstown Crk. Estates Med assist
1/10/11 College St.   Med assist
1/10/11 Hogsed   Med assist
1/10/11 Fodder Crk.  Med assist
1/11/11 Cottage Hill  Med assist
1/11/11 Murphy   Med assist
1/12/11 Cedar Cliff  False call
1/12/11 Hwy. 75 S.   Med assist
1/12/11 Sky Hawk Mtn.  Med assist
1/12/11 Main   Landing zone
1/12/11 Hwy. 17/69  MVA no injuries
1/12/11 Hwy. 339  Med assist
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one large wheel under the
center. The victim is
strapped into this basket and
the team must balance and
roll it over logs, under trees,
over rocks, across streams
and in this case over a snow
and ice covered trail.

On this day, the quick-
est access to the victim’s
location on the trail was de-
termined; the team formed
and began the long hike to
the Blue Mountain Shelter
with the Stokes Basket in
tow.  The wind was blowing
hard, snow was knee deep,
and the temperature was
well below 20 degrees. Nev-
ertheless, a dedicated, well
trained search & rescue
team knew exactly what
they had to do and did not
hesitate to take on the task.

The rescue began at
approximately  8 a.m. and
finally ended when the vic-
tim was loaded into a Towns
County medical unit at 4
p.m.  The rescue required
six Towns County search
and rescue members, two
Towns County Emergency
Medical Technicians, a
firefighter to relay radio
transmissions from the inci-
dent commander to the
team, an incident com-
mander located in Unicoi
Gap to coordinate the res-
cue and maintain radio com-
munication with the team,
and two Towns County
sheriff’s deputies who met
the team as they came down
from the trail and transported
the victim with their All Ter-
rain Vehicle to the medical
unit in Unicoi Gap. The
American Red Cross pro-
vided hot drinks and food for
the rescuers when they ar-
rived at the staging area with
the victim.

Ten days earlier, the
first rescue of 2011 came on
Jan. 2 following a call to the
Towns County 911 Center
on a cold Sunday morning.
It was a bit more compli-

cated than last week’s
search & rescue.

A Louisiana hiker tra-
versing the Appalachian
Trail in Towns County had
slipped on an ice covered
rock, approximately 3 miles
past the Blue Mountain shel-
ter. The fall resulted in a bro-
ken leg for the injured hiker.
A hiking companion also
making his way along the AT
called Towns County 911 on
a cell phone and the search
& rescue process was put
into motion.

Within an hour after
the 911 call, Towns County
Search & Rescue was or-
ganized, made a plan, and
began to search for the in-
jured hiker. The team hiked
approximately nine miles
over Blue Mountain to com-
plete the rescue.

The team consisted of
10 Search and Rescue Fire
Fighters and two Towns
County EMTs on the trail,
three firefighters who deliv-
ered food and supplies and
shuttled emergency vehicles
to the scene, and an incident
commander who was staged
in Unicoi Gap to relay infor-
mation to the team and to co-
ordinate the entire operation.

Towns County EMTs
are always included on a
search & rescue team in
order to provide emergency
medical care for the victim
when found and also to pro-
vide care if a team member
is injured during the search.

The rescue effort be-
gan at approximately 11 a.m.
and finally ended when the
victim was loaded into a
Towns County medical unit
at 9 p.m. that evening.

The local Red Cross
provided food and hot drinks
for the search team when
they emerged from the trail
with the victim.

Both searches ended
successfully because the
team was well trained, pre-
pared for the situation, knew

exactly what to do, and was
dedicated to helping a citi-
zen in need.

The first priority on dif-
ficult rescues such as these
is to determine the victim’s
exact location on the trail so
the team can be dispatched
to the victim as quickly as
possible. Determining the
location can be difficult
since there are no mile
markers on the trail for ref-
erence and many times the
victim will think they have
hiked 10 miles when in fact
they’ve only hiked three or
four miles.

When the approximate
location is determined, the
team will gather to create a
plan that will lead them to
the victim by the safest route
and in the shortest time.
When a plan is formulated,
team members are assigned
duties and given directions
as to how to carry out the
rescue.

Team members are
not allowed to go on a res-
cue if they are not properly
trained or properly clothed
for the event. The safety of
the rescue team is the top
priority because if one of the
team members is injured,
the rescue then turns into
two rescues requiring more
of their limited resources.

Rescues such as
these have been performed
by the search & rescue
team of the Towns County
Fire & Rescue department
many times over the years
without fanfare or reward.
The only reward that the
team expects is the satisfac-
tion of knowing that they
have helped when a human
being was in need.  Helping
people and protecting their
property is the job that the
dedicated volunteers in the
Towns County Fire Rescue
Department have trained
many hours for and are
dedicated to carry out
whenever the call arises.

formation about who the per-
son is and their contact in-
formation,” said TCMS
Principal Darren Berrong.
“It’s a fantastic idea.”

The robotic concept
the team developed was op-
erated on a course designed
to mimic parts of the human
body and had to be built and
programmed by the team to
complete as many of the 14
specific tasks as it could in
less than two and a half min-
utes in order to score points.

The team’s research
presentation, entitled
iMemory was a skit about
how they wanted to invent
an app for the iPhone to be
used by persons with
Alzheimer’s disease. Their
presentation skit explaining
how the app would be used
to provide daily reminders,
memory stimulation games,
phone contact information,
photo memories with cap-
tions, and GPS location ca-
pabilities to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease patients and their fami-
lies was warmly received by
the two science judges.

Austin, the lead strat-
egist for the team led the
team presentation of the
technical aspects of the ro-
bot. The judges for the tech-
nical presentation asked de-
tailed questions about how
the robot operated, why the

students had chosen the par-
ticular chassis and attach-
ments designs and builds,
how they had used sensors,
and their strategy for com-
bining the programming of
the tasks and order selected
for the robot to accomplish
the different tasks.

That project now
lands them a spot in the
State Championship compe-
tition held Jan. 29 at Geor-
gia Tech in Atlanta, Berrong
said on Monday.

“It’s my understanding
that Google now wants to
know more about the
project so they can take it
from the conception stage
to an actual working and
physical stage,” Berrong
said. “Everything the team
has done so far has been to-
tally conceptual. It’s my un-
derstanding after talking
with the team today, they’ve
purchased an android tele-
phone and they’re going to
try and make their concep-
tual project into a reality.

“It’s been an amazing
journey and it’s still going,”
Berrong said.

Berrong said the five
students and their leader are
an extraordinary group.

“Last summer when
Jo Ray Van Vliet sent me
an e-mail and wanted to
bring this program to the

school, we got excited about
it and thought it was some-
thing we could build on,” he
said. “We had no expecta-
tions of winning anything; we
thought if we got to go and
compete it would be good for
the kids.

“They went to their first
competition and I get a phone
call that we won first overall.
I was ecstatic about that and
now we’ve won a Super
Regional and we’ve got a
shot at a state champion-
ship,” he said. “There were
40 teams represented in that
Super Regional and we came
out on top of 39 other schools.
That’s pretty impressive. It’s
my understanding there were
three Super Regionals in
Georgia, roughly 40 schools
in each one.

“Now, the top 16 teams
in the state will compete for
the state championship,” he
said. “I really believe we’ve
got an excellent chance to
win the state championship.
I’m just blown away and I
shouldn’t have thought they
would do anything less than
first place.”

Monday night, the
group’s achievements were
recognized by the Towns
County Board of Education,
as they showed off the two
trophies they’ve already added
to the TCMS trophy case.

Mia Manto, center, and Danielle Diehl, hold the two first place trophies won by the TCMS Robotics
Team as TCMS Principal Darren Berrong, and BOE members Donna Hedden and Emily Phillips
look on following Monday night’s BOE meeting. Photo/James Reese

days prior to Christmas
Break due to snow and ice
on secondary roads. The
Towns County Board of
Education approved making
up those days, after making
up a missed meeting due to
the frozen precipitation.

Students have already
made up two of those days,

Monday, and having come
back a day early from
Christmas Break.

The BOE already has
approved an amended 2010-
11 school calendar to include
two other school dates of
Feb. 21, President’s Day, and
March 14 as days school will
be in session.

Last week, students
missed the entire week and
came in two hours late on Mon-
day to avoid the potential of early
morning sleet.

If it’s any consolation to
the Atlanta television market, the
school system lost power and
most students were sitting in the
dark with ample time to reflect.

The commissioner said
that over the past year, ex-
tensive planning and discus-
sions have taken place with
local residents and civic
groups, many of which have
called a SPLOST sooner
than March 15.

“I declined those re-
quests due to the fact that a
vote earlier than March 15,
2011 would have temporarily
set the total sales tax for
Towns County at 8 percent,”
Commissioner Kendall said.
“There was no need for an 8
percent sales tax.”

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall studied the numbers
and made a conservative
revenue estimate of the
amount of revenue the pro-
posed sales tax extension
could produce.

“In order that voters
will know exactly what they
are voting on and that any
extra funds could not be
used for projects not listed,
I required language be
added to the referendum that
requires all additional rev-

enues, after listed projects
are completed, to be used
for property tax roll back for
residents in the county, and
the cities of Young Harris
and Hiawassee,” he said.

The county has a high
number of part-time resi-
dents while also serving as
a tourist magnet. Much of
the estimated $12.7 million
expected to be generated
over the next six years will
come from those pockets,
the commissioner said.

“This will require them
to help pay for infrastruc-
ture needs of the County,
and its municipalities,” Com-
missioner Kendall said.
“And should the referendum
not be approved by voters,
many of these necessary
local projects will have to be
eliminated and several will
have to be paid for with
Towns County residents’
property tax.”

Projects that mostly
would come from local cof-
fers if the proposed refer-
endum failed would likely

include ambulances, road
repairs, $175,000 in local
dollars to match $1,750,000
State grants to expand and
update Hiawassee and
Young Harris libraries, the
commissioner said.

“Therefore, my deci-
sion was to call for the vote
allowing Towns County resi-
dents to make this decision,”
he said. “If approved, the
total sales tax for Towns
County will remain at 7 per-
cent which is the same as all
adjoining Georgia counties.
When Towns County citi-
zens make purchases in ad-
joining Clay and Cherokee,
N. C. they pay 8.75 percent
to support their government.

“After a year of plan-
ning and negotiating, I feel
we have come up with a
plan that I can put before the
voters and support that it be
adopted,” he said. “Just as
all laws created in a democ-
racy by man, it is not per-
fect.  The only perfect law
was the one Moses brought
down from the mountain.”

A couple’s vacation getaway
caught fire on Sunday, January 9th
on Hwy. 288 near Hiawassee.

 The call went out for a
travel trailer on fire at 1:30 pm.
Fire fighters from all stations
responded to find the structure
fully engulfed in fire. After ex-
tinguishing the blaze, some
clothing and medications were
retrieved. The possible cause
was a heater in the trailer.

 Four days later on the
13th at 12:20 pm, a second
structure fire was paged out as
an all call to fire fighters. On
arriving at 1502 Smithfield
Lane, off Hwy 66 in Young Har-
ris, a garage fire was found pro-
gressing into the attic. Fire
fighters entered the residence
of Justin Eller, battling the
blaze back into the garage area.
Unstable conditions of the attic
area forced fire fighters to pull
back with ceiling panels and

Fire claims two homes
burning debris falling into the
main floor of the home. An exte-
rior attack was begun in an at-
tempt to suppress the fully en-
gulfed attic fire. Multiple hose
lines were directed on the burn-
ing structure and eventually
suppressed the fire. The home
was a total loss. Cause of the
fire was a heater in the garage.

 In this unusually cold
January, residents are using
any means to keep areas of
their home warm. Be careful in
placement of portable heaters
and make sure that no flam-
mable materials are close to
heat sources.

 With many homes using
wood heat, extra precautions
need to be  taken to prevent chim-
ney fires by cleaning the flue and
closing dampers before leaving
home. Please be careful with all
ignition sources this winter.

Capt. David Sellers

issue general obligation bonds
in anticipation of the SPLOST
proceeds to pay for capital
projects.

However, the referendum
must pass in both respective
cities in order to sell GO bonds.
If the measure passes in the
county, it is automatically guar-
anteed to sell GO bonds.

The county would seek
general obligation bonds for
$6.2 million or 59 percent of the
total anticipated county collec-
tion; the city of Hiawassee
would seek general obligation
bonds for $685,000 as would
the city of Young Harris to fund
capital outlay projects.

If the SPLOST fails, the
county would purchase 25,000
gallons per day of sewer capac-
ity from the city of Hiawassee for
$125,000. The two entities would
split sewer connection fees 50-50
on the 25,000 gallons. The
$125,000 would be paid as the city
of Hiawassee needs it to be paid,
but no later than July 1, 2013.

If the SPLOST passes,
the  county would pay
$150,000 for the 25,000 gal-
lons per day sewer capac-
i ty  f rom the c i ty  of
Hiawassee with a 50-50
split, to be paid whenever
the cities desires it, but no
later than July 1, 2013.

If the SPLOST passes
and the city of Hiawassee is
able to secure a 1.45 million
federal grant for water and
sewer expansion from 300,000
gallons per day to 500,000 gal-
lons a day, the county would
pay $150,000 for the construc-
tion of a nitrogen and phos-
phorus removal facility for
Lake Chatuge and $300,000 for
sewer capacity expansion for
both the city and the county.

A 50-50 split of the con-
nection fees between
Hiawassee and Towns
County would apply. The city
would also receive 50,000 gal-
lons per day of additional
sewer capacity.

Resolution...from page 1

A recent presentation of 
a Patriot Award at the Edward 
Jones office in Cartersville 
highlighted a number of levels 
of leadership.

The presentation was 
made to Olen J. Suire, a finan-
cial advisor and the regional 
supervisor for Edward Jones, 
the local branch of a leading 
nationwide investment compa-
ny which has been part of the 
downtown Cartersville busi-
ness district for a number of 
years.  For the award presen-
tation in Suire’s office, I was 
joined by First Lieutenant Jim 
Brown, who recently returned 
from Afghanistan.  1LT Brown 
was attached to the B Compa-
ny of the Guard’s 1-108th Re-
connaissance and Surveillance 
unit during his most recent of 
five deployments.

Over the years that I 
have been participating in the 
Patriot Award presentations 
for the Department of Defense, 
this was the first recommenda-
tion that was submitted by an 
officer.

An officer in the armed 
forces bears not only the re-
sponsibility for his own com-

mitment to serve our country, 
but is also charged and com-
missioned with the responsi-
bility of each life under his or 
her command.  Such officers 
care for, support, and lead our 
outstanding young service 
people.  This officer does not 
take this responsibility lightly.

In this leadership role, 
1LT Brown recognizes the 
crucial difference that strong 
leadership makes.  And in such 
a position, he reflected his ap-
preciation for how fortunate 
he has been to have not only 
a great employer, but great 
troops to serve with.

With the presentation 
of this Patriot Award, invest-
ments in leadership have been 
recognized both on the mili-
tary side and the civilian side, 
by the service member and the 
employer.

Our Constitution will 
not fail.  We are very strong as 
a nation and as a people - with 
this kind of dedication not 
only from the officer and en-
listed corps, but also from the 
support of excellent employers 
such as Edward Jones and su-
pervisor Olen Suire. T(Jan19,H2)SH

Hayden Collins, Olen Suire, and 1st Lieutenant Jim Brown

Local soldier makes presentation

Arrest and Fire Reports
Local law enforcement provides the following information for publication. 
Names are spelled as they were when received from the law enforcement 
agencies. It is important to remember that the following individuals have 
been charged only and are presumed innocent until such time as they are 
found guilty by a court or enter a guilty plea.

Sheriff-Chris Clinton

ARREST REPORT
Towns County Jail

1/15/11 George Leonard Poole, age 42, Hiawassee, GA
 Operation of vehicle w/out current, Driving while
 license suspended, Insurance required
1/15/11 Marie Louise Reece, age 38, Young Harris, GA
 Safety belts (2 counts), Driving while license
 suspended
1/10/11 Jamison Chadwick Williams, age 33, Hiawassee, GA
 Operation of vehicle w/out current, Insurance
 required, DUI-alcohol, Driving while license
 suspended
1/13/11 Jake John Ditmore, age 28, Hiawassee, GA
 Probation violation

ArtWorks Artisan Cen-
ter in Hiawassee  is proud to 
announce that nineteen artists 
and photographers are being 
featured this month. The pub-
lic is invited to a “Meet the 
Artists and Photographers” 
event from 10 AM until 2 PM 
on Saturday, January 29th. 
The store is located behind the 

Holiday Inn Express on Big 
Sky Drive.

The following artists 
and photographers are be-
ing featured: ArtWorks artists 
and photographers: Elizabeth 
Bates, Hiawassee, Cat/Dog 
cards, $5; Lee Baenninger, 
Blairsville, Rusty Tricycle 
digital photo, $97.25; Jack 

Featured artists and photographers at ArtWorks
Beasley, Young Harris, un-
titled orig. watercolor, $250; 
Paula Canup, Hayesville, 
Smiling Alpaca orig. acrylic, 
$75; Kathryn Carlson, Hayes-
ville, Cool Waters w/c print 
$105; Tami Cooper, Seffner, 
FL, Towering Dogwoods   dig-
ital photo, $40; Shirley Forest, 
Hayesville, Clipper Ship orig. 
watercolor, $150; Amanda 
Fullerton, Hayesville, Lake 
Chatuge Marina orig. watercol-
or, $275; Cheryl Gehring, Hia-
wassee, Oriental Garden digi-
tal photo collage, $35; Mimi 
Histleberger, Hiawassee, Old 
Boots orig. acrylic $600; Ver-
lee Jones, Hiawassee, Running 
Horse orig. watercolor $150; 

Jeanne Matheny, Hayesville, 
Goldfinch print/giclee’,  $120; 
Sarah Nichols, Young Harris, 
The Corn House w/c print $45; 
Mary Penfield, Hayesville,  
Wintertime orig. acrylic $225; 
Linda Rubenstein,  Hiawassee, 
Rhododendron Garden print/
giclee’ $200; Zoe Schumach-
er, Hiawassee, Wooly Bully 
orig. pastel $600; Ann Thomp-
son, Hiawassee, Nantahala na-
tive, orig. watercolor, $295; 
Ron Wallace, Hayesville, 
untitled photograph $28; Pris-
cilla Richardson,  Hayesville, 
cards (pk of 5), $6.75.

There are many talented 
artists in our area. Come by, 
meet them, and get inspired.                          T(Jan19,F4)SH

Star Student...from page 1
Sutton said. “I thought I did
well on the test, but I didn’t
realize I scored that high.”

Eleven students
reached the Wall of Honor,
a place for high achievers in
SAT scoring.

“There are a lot of re-
ally smart, talented kids
coming up through this
school system,” Sutton said.
“I think in the coming years,
we’re going to grow and
we’re going to excel even
further.”

Sutton chose TCHS
Spanish and Math Teacher
Lynn Swanson as her STAR
Teacher.

“She was my Spanish
teacher my junior year and
I don’t think I really appre-

ciated her then,” Sutton
said. “She was my Algebra
III teacher this past semes-
ter and that was when I re-
ally started to appreciate
what an incredible teacher
she really was.

“We had a very small
class; she worked with us
all. She was so patient and
so great with all of us. She’s
a student’s teacher.”

All-in-all, Sutton said
all of her teachers have been
STAR Teachers.

“It was a really hard
choice,” she said. “It was
like between every teacher
I’ve had. I’ll say this, every
teacher I’ve had has been a
STAR Teacher to me over
the years.”


